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Meeting Minutes 
September 17, 2025 

1:30-2:30 pm, Virtual Meeting 
  

Present:   Claire Armstrong, Micki Benz, Josh Christianson, April Dutscheck, Lisa Goetsch, 
Samantha Goldben, Kris Kissling, Allison Kunde, Polly Newhouse, Tom Romanowski, 
Sarah White 

Excused: Lisa Mick 
Absent:    
SAS Liaison: Ashley Petr - excused 
Admin Liaison: Kate Demerse - excused 
Guests:  Jane Luker, Rana Luna, Sarah Uram, Olivia Kohl, Eliza Farrow  
 
1. Call to Order – President Kunde called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. and  

welcomed everyone.    
 
2. Welcome to our new and returning Senators: 

New: Micki Benz  
Returning/Re-elected: Claire Armstrong, Lisa Goetsch, Tom Romanowski, Lisa Mick, & 
April Dutscheck 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes of June 18, 2025. 
Minutes stand approved as distributed. 
 
4. Committee Reports 

a. President’s Report – President Kunde shared the following updates: 

• Hope your summer was great and full of all you needed as you prepared for 
the new school year. 

• Asked everyone, senators and guests, to share introductions; noting where 
they work and how long they have been on campus.  

• Meetings were minimal over the summer, but there was a Cabinet retreat that 
was very academic heavy and focused on new program goals as well as 
accelerated degrees. 

• So far this fall, there has only been one shared governance meeting that 
President-Elect Polly Newhouse attended at which the biggest discussion item 
was the upcoming Chancellor installation set to take place in April.  

• President Kunde shared her appreciation to everyone that was able to help in 
any way with the welcome weekend events for all the students.  

• Next week will be the first System meeting and reports on that will be shared 
at our next meeting. 

• The Titan Annual Day of Giving was a great success! President Kunde 
thanked everyone that was able to give back.  It was great to see our campus 
community give back to the students like this, as so much of this campaign 
goes back to them, and that is why we are here. 

 
b. Treasurer’s report (Armstrong) As of the end of June 2025. 

1. University Staff Senate: $ 0  
2. University Development & Appreciation Day: $0, However, the Chancellor did 

commit to funding for this year, which was great to have confirmed.   
3. University Professional Leadership & Development: $ 0 
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c. Faculty Senate (Mick/Goldben) - Updates: No report 
d. Senate of Academic Staff – (Petr) - No report 
e. Administrative Representative – (Demerse) updates: No Report 
f. Other Committee Reports – None 

 
5. Action/Approval Items - None 
   
6.    Discussion Items  

a. University Staff Senate Bylaws - President Kunde went through the edits made by the 
bylaws committee.  She thanked them for the countless hours over several meetings 
that the put into going through these bylaws with such detail. Minor updates were 
suggested and will be made prior to them coming back for a vote at the October 
meeting. 

b. Open Senate seats -Senate was reminded of open seats and to encourage 
colleagues to serve. 
1. Finance & Admin Services – Division A - (1 open seat)  
2. Finance & Admin Services – Division B - (4 open seats)   

 c.  University Committee Vacancies  
1. Advisory Council for Academic Advising – 1 vacancy: Senator Benz volunteered 

      2.   Intercollegiate Athletics – 1 vacancy: Senator Goetsch volunteered 
      3.   Strategic Planning & Budget Committee – 1 vacancy: Remains open 

 
7.           Items from Members  

a.    Guest: Eliza Farrow brought forward concerns about the difference in 
language from staff to faculty on performance evaluations. For staff they 
have a broader list of ways of how they meet expectations, and for faculty 
they either meet them, or they don’t.  This brought forth an in-depth 
discussion on how this feels inequitable, the role of supervisors, the 
difference in how faculty are reviewed, and the pros and cons of the new 
system. 

 
     8.           Information Items - 

  a. Next Meeting: October 15, 2025 – This will be the In-Person (with Hybride 
option) meeting for the fall.  It will be housed in the new renovated (Dr. 
Boylan University Hall) Senators were encouraged to attend in person if 
possible. 

   
9.           Adjournment   

 
President Kunde thanked everyone for their continued service and hopes everyone keeps 
finding ways to ‘fill their cups’ with what they need. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  
 
April Dutscheck,  
Recording Secretary 
 


