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Austin Bunkelman                                                                    

Major: Professional Chemistry   
Mentor: Dr. Brant Kendrowski, Chemistry 
Research: Controlled Synthesis of Polyethylene Tereph-
thalate (PET) Oligomers for Use in Biodegradation Studies 

 

Vianna Dao 

Major: Biomolecular Chemistry & Biomed 
Mentor: Dr. Brant Kendrowski, Chemistry 
Research: Synthesis of short chain oligomers of polyeth-
ylene terephthalate (PET) for use in biodegradation  
studies 
 

Layla Graser 
Major: Geology 
Mentor: Dr. Jennifer Wenner, Geology 
Research: Basalt modification processes reflected in min-
eral textures and compositions of the Poison Butte group, 
Poison Lake chain, California 
 

Tanya Schmoll 
Major: Physics 
Mentor: Dr. Nenad Stojilovic, Physics 
Research: Non-Conventional Approach to Studying Single 
Crystals Using a Powder XRD Instrument 
 

Sophia Schneider                                                                       
Major: Elementary Education 
Mentor: Dr. Li-Hsuan Hsu, Arts Education 
Research: Synthesizing the Evidence: A Review of the Re-
search on Arts Integration and its Implementation in K-12 
Classrooms 
 

Griffin Scholl-Delzer 
Major: Geology 
Mentor: Dr. Eric Haitt, Geology 
Research: Aquifer Evolution: Origin and Evolution of Neo-
proterozoic Dolomite in Western Brazil 
 

Dylan Schommer 
Major: Biomolecular Chemistry 
Mentor: Dr. Jennifer Mihalick, Chemistry 
Research: Investigating Effects of Reaction Conditions on 
Nanocellulose-Silica Interactions in Composite Materials 

 
 

 

Abigail Thomas 
Major: Biomedical Science 
Mentor: Dr. Sabrina Mueller-Spitz, Biology 
Research: Characterizing Polylactic Acid Plastic Biodegra-
dation by Deinococcus aquatics 
 

Dakota Treleven 
Major: Rehabilitation Science 
Mentor: Dr. Brian Wallace, Kinesiology & Biomechanics                 
Research: Effects of Heart Rate Biofeedback on Firefighter 
Fatigue Management, Performance, and Recovery 
 

Jacques Tulowitzky 

Major: Accounting 
Mentor: Dr. Kazeem Akinyele, Accounting 
Research: Automation in Accounting: The Good, the Bad, 
and the Future  
 

Tara Tye 
Major: Biomedical Science                                                
Mentor: Dr. Benjamin Sajdak, Biology                                                                                  
Research: Filling the Gaps: A Trait-Based Approach to 
Blood-Brain Barrier Changes in Torpor 
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Sam Badjie                                                                    

Major: Biomedical Sciences (Bachelor’s: May 2025)  
Mentor: Dr. Maria Graf, Nursing 
Research: Examining the Role of Societal Viewpoints on 
the Adoption of Preventive Primary Healthcare Institutions 
in the Gambia 

 

Ramzy Baji 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: Dec. 2025) 
Mentor: Dr. Laura Ladwig, Biology 
Research: Insect Herbivory of Common Buckthorn in its 
Introduced Range Compared to its Native Range 
 

Damon Braatz 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: May 2025) 
Mentor: Dr. Christopher Groves, Psychology  
Research: The Influence of Trait Aggression on the Acces-
sibility of Aggressive Concepts 
Outcome: Master’s Student, Professional Counseling, 
UWO 
 

Kyra Cooper 
Mentor: Dr. Marianne Johnson, Economics Major: Ac-
counting (Bachelor’s: ) 
Research: Predicting ESG Score Using Performance Indica-
tors: A Multiple Analysis of ESG Scores and Business Met-
rics 
 

Muhammed Kambi                                                                       
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: May 2025 ) 
Mentor: Dr. Justyna Olszewska, Psychology 
Research: Directed Forgetting for Everyday  
Environmental Sounds 
 

Diana Koehler 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: Dec. 2025) 
Mentor: Dr. Greg Kleinheinz, Chair, Department of Engi-
neering Technology; Director, Environmental Research 
and Innovation Center 
Research: Investigating the Presence and Composition of 
Microplastics in Nearshore Environments of Lake Michi-
gan: A Beckman Scholars Research“  
 

Piper Novy 
Major: Geology (Bachelor’s: ) 
Research: Pressure-Temperature Conditions of Metape-
lites in the Lake Superior Region, USA” 

Mentor: Dr. Benjamin Hallet, Geology 

Jazmine Peterson 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: May 2025) 
Mentor: Dr. Durmas Camlibel, Criminal Justice 
Research: College Students’ Perceptions of Procedural   
Justice and Legitimacy of Police Procedures 
Outcome: Master’s Student, Professional Counseling, 
UWO, May 2026 
 

Amanda Pierron 
Major: Political Science (Bachelor’s: May 2026) 
Mentor: Dr. Amber Lusvardi, Political Science                  
Research: The Modern U.S. Feminist Movement: A Meas-
ure of Mobilization Across the Upper Midwest (1970-2020) 
 

Aspyn Rafac 

Major: Political Science (Bachelor’s: May 2026) 
Mentor: Dr. Michael Jasinski, Political Science 
Research: Synergistic Challenges: How Food Access and 
Resource Utilization Interact to Influence Global Hunger  
 

Ariana Sotelo                                                                      

Major: Criminal Justice/Spanish (Bachelor’s: May 2025)                                                 
Mentor: Dr. Juan Garcia, Director of Chicana/o and         
Latinx Studies                                                                                   
Research: From Heritage to Higher Education: Unveiling 
the Influence of immigrant parents experiences on first-
generation college students 

Pa Nhia Thao                                                                       
Major: Economics (Bachelor’s: May 2025)                                              
Mentor: Dr. Sarinda Siemers, Economics                           
Research: Exploring the Socioeconomic Status of Hmong 
in the United States 

Anastasha Westbrook                                             
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2026)                                            
Mentor: Dr. Morgan Churchill, Biology                                    
Research: Diversity and Disparity of Crocodilians 
(Crocodylomorpha) Before and After the K-Pg Extinction 

Daisy Wilson                                                                       

Major: Biology/Psychology (Bachelor’s: Dec. 2024)                        
Mentor: Dr. Brant Kedrowski, Chemistry                            
PET Sythesis and Biodegradation                                       
Outcome: Medical College of Wisconsin med student 

 

 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
2023 

Gillian Bellman                                                                   

Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: December 2023)       
Mentor: Dr. Christoper Groves, Psychology 
Research: Gender-Based Differences in Accessibility of In-
direct and Direct Aggression 
 

Brittany Dupree 

Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: December 2023) 
Mentor: Dr. Laura Ladwig, Biology 
Research: Assessing Prairie Restoration by Vegetative 
Sampling and Stress Evaluation 

 
 

Kailey Freund                                                                        

Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2024) 
Mentor: Dr. Shelly Michalski, Biology  
Research: Geographic Variation in Parasite Communities 
of Wisconsin Amphibians 
 
 

Dominic Laracuente                                                   
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: August 2024) 
Mentor: Dr. Robert Stelzer, Biology 
Harmful Algal Blooms, Cyanobacteria, and Proposed Fu-
ture Research in Lake Winnebago 
 
 

Faith Lee                                                                       
Major: Nursing (Bachelor’s: May 2025) 
Mentor: Dr. Jeremiah Bohr, Sociology 
State-level Effects of Crisis Intervention Training on Lethal 
Use of Force by Police 
 
 

Danie Lodin 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: ) 
Mentor: Dr. Sabrina Mueller-Spitz, Biology 
Research: Meta Analysis of the Human Gastrointestinal 
Tract for Deinococcus 
 

Lydia Medina 
Major: Social Work (Bachelor’s: May 2024) 
Mentor: MSW, Paul Perales, Social Work 
Research: Interventions for Multiple Adverse Childhood 
Experiences 

 
 

Juan Padilla-Mendez 
Major: Biology Major: Spanish (Bachelor’s: May 2024) 
Mentor: Dr. Maria Graf, Nursing 
Research: Ethnic and Racial Concordance among Latino 
Patients and Healthcare Providers in the American Mid-
west 

 
Fatima Muñiz 
Major: Mathematics (Bachelor’s: December 2024) 
Mentor: Dr. Linda Eroh, Mathematics      
Research: Graph Theory: Peg Solitaire with Added Edges     
Outcome: PhD Student, Mathematics, University of  
Kentucky 
 

Elijah Plonsky 

Major: English (Bachelor’s: May 2024) 
Mentor: Dr. Margaret Hostetler, English 
Research: Expanding on Facework; When Excuses Fail as 
Rapport Management Strategies 
 

Geryd Steffek                                                                       

Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2024 )                                                 
Mentor: Dr. Robert Mitchell, Biology                                      
Research: The Scarab Pheremone y-Decalactone Mediates 
Numerous Interactions in Midwestern Deciduous Forests 
 

Makaylee Stewart                                                            

Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: May 2024 )                                       
Mentor: Dr. Durmas Camlibel, Criminal Justice                        
Research: Social Service Work for At-Risk Youth: Biggest 
Stressors Experienced, the Affect on their Lives, and Cop-
ing Behaviors 

Outcome: PhD Student, Criminology, Law, & Society,  
University of Chicago 
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Lauren Blume 

Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: May 2023) 
Mentor: Dr.Brian Wallace, Kinesiology  
Research: The Association Between Physical Characteris-
tics and Function and Injury Incident and Risk in Competi-
tive High School Dance Team Athletes 
Outcome: Master of Occupational Therapy— Brenan Uni-
versity, May 2025 

Daniel Cummings           

Major: Sociology (Bachelor’s: May 2023)                           
Mentor: Dr. Jeremiah Bohr, Sociology                                 
Research: Impacts of Class Consciousness on Political Atti-
tudes in the United States 
Outcome: PhD student sociology—SUNY Buffalo                        

Brittany Dupree                                                                

Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: December 2023)                            
Mentor: Dr. Jessica Lucas, Biology                                      
Research: Role of Cytoskeleton in Zea mays Stomatal 
Complexes” 
 

Yanet Fernandez                                                                

Major: Mathematics (Bachelor’s: December 2023)            
Mentor: Dr. Jeremiah Bohr, Sociology                                 
Research: A Computational Text Analysis of Congress’ Im-
migration Discourse on Twitter 
Outcome: Master’s student, Behavioral Health Psycholo-
gy, Carroll University 

Ethan Groshens                                                                 

Major: Chemistry (Bachelor’s: December 2022)              
Mentor: Dr. Brant Kedrowski, Chemistry                       
Research: The Chemical Recycling of Polystyrene: Modifi-
cation, Depolymerization, and Oxidation to Synthesize Ter-
ephthalic 
Outcome: PhD Student, Chemistry, University of Akron, 
Ohio                        
 

Madyson Majewski                                                 
Major:  Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2023)                              
Mentor: Dr. Dana Merriman, Biology                                 
Research: Positive Reward Conditioning in the 13-Lined 
Ground Squirrel 

 

 

Mahad Osman                                                                   

Major: Biomedical Science (Bachelor’s: May 2023)               
Mentor: Dr. Robert Mitchell, Biology                                       
Research: Olfactory Genomics in Burying Beetles 
 

Anise Shipley                                                                      

Major: Sociology (Bachelor’s: May 2023)                           
Mentor: Dr. Juyeon Son, Sociology                                     
Research: Wisconsin vs. Oregon: Community Justice Ori-
ented Reform and its Effect on Recidivism 
 

Sheiana Taylor                                                                    

Major: Biomedical Science Minor: Neuroscience  
(Bachelor’s: May 2023)                                                        
Mentor: Dr. Dana Merriman, Biology                                      
Research: Prenatal Development of the 13-Lined Ground 
Squirrel 
Outcome: Master’s student biology—UW Oshkosh  

Moriah Weeks                                                                    

Major: Environmental Studies and Anthropology 
(Bachelor’s: May 2023)                                                              
Mentor: Dr. Stephanie Spehar, Anthropology                                                     
Research: Community Gardens and the Effects on Partici-
pants 
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Lux Beibhinn 
Major: Women & Gender Studies (Bachelor’s: ) 
Mentor: Dr. Kathleen Corely, Anthropology  
Research: Early Prevention Instead of Late Intervention: 
Reducing the Suicide Rates for Transgender and Gender 
Non-Corming Students 
 

Matthew Frisch 
Major: Electrical Engineering UW Madison & UW Oshkosh 
Physics (Bachelor’s: May 2025)  
Mentor: Dr. Nenad Stjilovic, Physics & Astronomy 
Research: Discovering the Origin of Crystalline Phase in 
Ultra-High Molecular Polyethylene Using X-ray Diffraction 
 

Anissa Garcia 
Major: Women’s & Gender Studies(Bachelor’s: May 2020) 
Mentor: Dr. Caryn Murphy, Radio TV Film 
Research: How Bratz and Barbie Inform Attitudes About 
Race 
Outcome: Law Degree, Marquette, May 2025 
 

Kacey Henning 
Major: Nursing (Bachelor’s: May 2021) 
Mentor: Sarah O’Connell, MSN, RN, Nursing  
Research: Effects of Isolation on Long-Term Care Resi-
dents During the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 

Kirandeep Kaur 
Major:  Biomedical Science (Bachelor’s: May 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. John Chan, Chemistry 
Research: Schistosomiasis, GPCR’s as Drug Targets” 
Outcome: Master’s of Biomedical Science, Marquette  
University, May 2026 
 

Nick Morrissey 
Major: Philosophy (Bachelor’s: May 2022) 
Mentor: Dr. Evan Kreider, Philosophy 
Research: On the Context and Implications of Mike  
Winkleman 
Outcome: PhD Student, Communications, UW Milwaukee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jayda Newman 
Major: Philosophy (Bachelor’s: May 2022) 
Mentor: Dr. Robert Wagner, Philosophy 
Research: Misunderstanding the Mind: The History and 
Prospects of Treating Mental Illness 
Outcome: MA in Global Public Health, City University of 
New York, May 2024 
 

Hector Ortega 
Major: Political Science and Philosophy (Bachelor’s: May 
2022) 
Mentor: Dr. Michael  Baltutis, PhilosophyTibet, China and 
the Dharma 
 

Joshua Roberts 
Major: Music (Bachelor’s: May 2022) 
Mentor: Dr. Drew Whiting, Music 
Research: Reed Between the Lines: History, Accessibility, 
and Curriculum in Multiple Woodwind Performance 
Outcome: MA Music Oklahoma City University May 2024 
 

Mia Van Hooreweghe 
Major: Kinesiology and Chemistry (Bachelor’s: May 2022) 
Mentor: Dr. John Chan, Chemistry 
Research: Schistosome nAchRs as Novel Anti-parasitic 
Drug Targets 
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Megan Elger 
*2nd Year Participant 2019,20 
Major: Communication (Bachelor’s: December 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Jennifer Considine, Communications  
Research: Student Moms and Coping Strategies 
 
 

Matthew Frisch 
Major: Physics & Engineering (Bachelor’s: May 2025 UW 
Madison) 
Mentor: Dr. Nenad Stjilovic, Physics & Astronomy  
Research: XRD of metal-oxide nanofibers 
 

Janaya Godfrey 
Major: Criminal Justice (Bachelor’s: December 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. James Krueger, Political Science  
Research: implicit Bias 
Outcome: Master’s student, Public Policy—UMN 

 
Bryce Herlache 
Major: Kinesiology (Bachelor’s: December 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Brian Wallace, Kinesiology 
Research: Biomechanics-Performance 
Outcome:  
 

Amanda Martinez 
Major: Social Work (Bachelor’s: May 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Jeremiah Bohr, Sociology  
Research: Effectiveness of Pre-College Programs 
Outcome: MSW UW-Madison, May 2022) 
 

Dorothy Mitchell 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Brandt Kedrowski, Chemistry 
Research: Polymer Recycling Experiment 
Outcome: Masters in Public Health(MPH)—Louisiana 
State University, December 2023 
 

Raiden Montero 
Major: History & Japanese (Bachelor’s: May 2022) 
Mentor: Dr. Michael Jasinski, Political Science  
Research: Materialism and Post-Materialism on the Em-
peror 
Outcome: EdD Student—Concordia University  
*Masters in Southeast Asian Studies and Language and 
Culture—UW-Madison, May 2024 

 

Nick Morrissey 
Major: Philosophy (Bachelors May 2022) 
Mentor: Dr. Michael Van Esler, Radio, TV, Film 
Research: Metamoderism and new digital art 
Outcome: Graduate Student, Communications, UW Mil-
waukee 
 

Jessica Plascencia 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: May 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Justyna Olszewska, Psychology  
Research: False memory in bilingual language speakers  
Outcome: Master of Social Work—UW Green Bay, May 
2023 
 

Brianna Roberts 
Major: Kinesiology (Bachelor’s: May 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Brian Wallace, Kinesiology 
Research: Biomechanics-Concussions 
Outcome: MS Louisiana State University, August 2023 
 

Karely Rodriguez 

Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: December 2020) 
Mentor: Dr. Justyna Olszewska, Psychology  
Research: Encoding and Test Interaction in the DRM Para-
digm 
 

Sydney Schmidt 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: December  2020) 
Mentor: Dr. Aggie Hanni, Psychology/Administration  
Research: Autism and Aging 
 

Stacey Sparks 
*2nd Year Pariticpant 2019,20 
Major: English (Bachelor’s: May 2022) 
Mentor: Dr. Pascale Manning, English 
Research: Jane Austin/States and Persuasion 

 
Mylo Wilkins 
Major: Biology Bachelor’s: December 2020) 
Mentor: Dr. Eric Matson, Biology 
Research: Bacteriology 
 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 

Angel Camacho 
Major: Accounting & Spanish (Bachelor’s: May 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Benjamin Artz, Economics  
Research: Human Capital Development: Testing the Cor-
nell Notetaking Method in Econ Classes 
 

Riley Drechsler 
Major: Anthropology (Bachelor’s: May 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Adrienne Frie, Anthropology  
Research: Early Iron Age Mortuary Practice 
Outcome: MS University of Missouri Columbia (May 2024) 
PhD Candidate 
 

Megan Elger 
*2nd Year Participant 2019,20 
Major: Communication (Bachelor’s: December 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Kristi Wilkum, Communications  
Research: Family Estrangement 
 

Joy Evans 
Major: Environmental Health (Bachelor’s: May 2020) 
Mentor: Juliana Kahrs, MPH, Health Promotion  
Research: Food Insecurity  
Outcome: Masters of Public Health, at the University of       
Wisconsin Oshkosh, Public Health (May 2022) 
 

Elias Flor Martinez 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Jessica Lucas, Biology  
Research: Plant Cell Biology – Modifying Genes to Avoid 
Food Shortages 
 
 

Malykee Hall 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: December 2020) 
“Species Diversity Deinococcus” 
Mentor: Dr. Sabrina Mueller-Spitz, Biology  
Outcome: Gap Year 
 

Rachel McKay 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2020 
Mentor: Dr. Rob Mitchell, Biology  
Research: Chemoreception 
Outcome: MS Rosalind Franklin University (May 2024) 

 
Alicia Obermeier 
Major: Human Services Leadership (Bachelors May 2020) 
Mentor: Dr. Jerry Thomas, Political Science  
Research: Queer Sexual Citizenship in the US Court of Ap-
peals 
Outcome: MEd Fordham University (May 2024) 

Daniel Obi 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2023) 
Research: Mitosis-Apoptosis 
Mentor: Dr. James Paulson, Chemistry  
Outcome: Master of Physician Assistant (MPAS) UW-
Madison (August 2024) 

 
Brenna Prieto  
Major: Psychology  (Bachelor’s: December 2019) 
Mentor: Dr. Justyna Olszewska, Psychology  
Research: False Memories for Familiar & Unfamiliar Logos 
Outcome: Masters of Organizational Psychology at South-
ern New Hampshire University, Organizational Psychology 
(February 2023) 

 
Stacey Sparks 
*2nd Year Participant 2019,20 
Major: English (Bachelor’s: May 2022) 
Mentor: Dr. Yoko Mogi Hein, Teaching and Learning 
Research: Community Socioeconomic Indicators and Intra-
Head Start Student Performance 
 
Mia Wilson 
Major: Political Science & Gender Studies  
(Bachelor’s: May 2020) 
Mentor: Dr. Heidi Nicholls, Anthropology  
Research: How Predominantly White Institutions Create a 
More Inclusive Environment for Students of Color 
Outcome: Masters of Student Affairs at Ohio State Univer-
sity, (May 2022) 
 

Aubrey Wzientek 
Major: Kinesiology (Bachelor’s: May 2020) 
Mentor: Dr. Brian Wallace, Kinesiology  
Research: Upper Extremity Kinematics & Lower Extremity 
 

Doua Xiong 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: December 2020) 
Mentor: Dr. Morgan Churchill, Biology  
Research: Temporalis Muscles in Whales 
Outcome: MD Student—UW-Madison 
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Aminata Bojang 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2019) 
Mentor: Dr. Courtney Kurtz, Biology  
Research: Examining White Adipose Tissue to Detect and 
Quantify Mast Cells 

 
 

Terrace Davis 
Major: Human Services Leadership (Bachelor’s: Dec 2018) 
Mentor: Dr. James Krueger, Political Science  
Research: Racial Bias in Attitudes towards Drug Policies 
Outcome: Masters of Social Work, at the University of 
Michigan Ann Arbor (December 2020) 
 

Monica Fieck 
Major: Psychology Bachelor’s: May 2019) 
Mentor: Dr. Sarah Kucker, Psychology  
Research: The Effect of Social Factors on Child Language 
Acquisition 
Outcome: Masters of Social Work, at Washington Univer-
sity Missouri (May 2021) 
 

Jason Lopez 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2020) 
Mentor: Dr. Brant Kedrowski, Chemistry  
Research: Synthesis of (R)- and (S)-2-Methylproline 
Outcome: MD Candidate, University of Illinois College of 
Medicine 
 

Khaila Miles-Semons 
Major: English (Bachelor’s: December 2019) 
Mentor: Dr. Michelle Kuhl, History  
Research: Together but Unequal: Perceptions on the 
White-Black   Sisterhood from 1830 to 1870 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sarah Reed 
Major: Sociology (Bachelor’s: May 2019) 
Mentor: Dr. Paul Van Auken, Sociology  
Research: Environmental Factors and Refugee Resettle-
ment Success in the Fox Valley 
Outcome: MPH candidate—UW Madison 
*Masters of Public Health (MPH) UW-Milwaukee (May 
2021) 

 
Amanda Vue 
Major: Social Work (Bachelor’s: May 2019) 
Mentor: Dr. Orlee Hauser, Sociology 
Research: Attitudes of Dating Violence Among Hmong 
Adults 
Outcome: Masters of Social Work at the University of 
Madison, (May 2020) 
 
 

Katelyn Wulff (Schweiger) 
Major: Nursing (Bachelor’s: May 2020) 
Mentor: Dr. Michael Jasinski, Political Science  
Research: The Availability of Dental Care for Wisconsin’s  
Impoverished: Effects of the Urban-rural Divide 
Outcome: Doctor of Nurse Practitioner, at the  University 
of Wisconsin Oshkosh (June 2021) 
 
 

Bailey Young 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: May 2021) 
Mentor: Dr. Morgan Churchill, Biology  
Research: Cranial Shape Variation Within “True  
Dolphins” (Delphininae)  
 
 
 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
2017 

Leigh Hayes 
Major: Geology & Anthropology  (Bachelor’s: May 2018) 
Mentor: Dr. Aaron Karsten, Anthropology  
Research: Analyzing the Measurement of the Radius for 
the Purpose of Sexing Human Remains 
Outcome: Master of Anthropology, at University of Cali-
fornia-Chico (May 2021) 
 
Brianna Langs 
Major: Elementary Education (Bachelor’s: May 2019) 
Mentor: Dr. Crystal Mueller, English  
Research: Proposing Alternative Standards of Fairness in  
Standardized Test Composition and Interpretation 
Outcome: Master’s in Student Affairs—Marquette Univer-
sity( May 2021) 
 
Santidra Love 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2019) 
Mentor: Dr. Courtney Kurtz, Biology  
Research: Modeling Human Obesity, Metabolic Syndrome 
& Insulin Resistance with Ground Squirrels 
 
 
Deanna Luttenberger 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: May 2018) 
Mentor: Dr. Justyna Olszewska, Psychology  
Research: The Effect of Circadian Rhythms on False Mem-
ories in Visual and Audio Short-And-Long Term Memory 
Outcome: Master’s in Healthcare Administration—
Colorado State University Global (August 2023) 
 
Aimee Maher (Walker) 
Major: Sociology (Bachelor’s: May 2018) 
Mentor: Dr. Jennifer Mihalick, Chemistry  
Research: Effects of Polymers on Viscosity and Adhesion 
to Nonporous Surfaces 
Outcome: Master’s in Sociology candidate—Arizona State  
University  
 
Andrew Miller  
*2nd year participant 2016,17’ 
Major: Biology  (Bachelor’s: December 2018 
Mentors: Dr. Barton Pritzl, Physics & Astronomy   
Dr. Lisa Dorn, Biology 
Research: The Limits of Exoplanet Detection: Using a New  
Observatory at UW Oshkosh 
2018: Evolutionary Traps in Plants: Evolutionarily Novel 
Environmental Shocks in Arabidopsis thaliana 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holly Post  
Major: Biochemistry  (Bachelor’s: December 2017) 
Mentor: Dr. Chris Bianchetti, Chemistry  
Research: Understanding Substrate Specificity in Glyco-
side Hydrolase Family 5 
 
Alyssa Scott 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: December 2017) 
Mentor: Dr. Sarah Kucker, Psychology Research: The 
Effect of Technology Use on Children’s Language Acquisi-
tion 
Outcome: Master’s in Psychology (Behavior Analysis—
Marquette University (May 2020) 
 
Bonnie Smith 
Major: Education (Bachelor’s: December  2017) 
Mentor: Dr. Thomas Fischer, Education  
Research: Learning in a Digital Age: Online Instruction for 
Student Populations Diagnosed with Emotional Behavioral  
Disabilities Compared to Other Students Diagnosed with 
Special Needs and Their Non-Disabled Peers 
Outcome: Master of Science Education at UW Oshkosh 
(May 2021) 
 
Darlene Swenson 
Major: Fine Arts (Bachelor’s: December 2017) 
Mentor: Dr. Pascale Manning, English  
Research: Liicugtukut Alutiiq: “Learn Alutiiq” Evaluating 
the Methodologies of Alutiiq Language Revitalization  
Programs 
 
Aracely Torres 
Major: Spanish Literature & French (Bachelor’s: May 
2018) 
Mentor: Dr. Michael Jasinski, Political Science  
Research: Free Trade v. Protectionist Economic Policies 
and Social Unrest in Mexico 
 
Admiral Wieland 
Major: Women’s & Gender Studies (Bachelor’s:  
December 2017) 
Mentor: Dr. Susan Rensing, History & Women’s Studies 
Research: Across State Lines: A Comparative Study of the  
Committees to Investigate  
Commercialized Vice in Chicago and Wisconsin” 
Outcome: Masters in History—Indiana University (2020) 
 
 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
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Jeff Berger  
Mentor: Aaron Karst, Psychology 
Major: Psychology & Japanese (Bachelor’s: May 2017) 
Research: The Development of an Algorithm to Assess the 
Integrity of Cortical layering: A Quantitative Application to 
Autism Spectrum Disorder 
 
 

Jordan Black 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2017) 
Mentor: Eric Matson, Biology  
Research: Bacteriophage Interactions in the University of 
Wisconsin Biodigester 
Outcome: Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences—  
Colorado State university, August 2018. 
Outcome: Masters of Science in Physician Assistant—
Mississippi State Meridian (March 2023) 
 

Savannah Block 
Major: English (Bachelor’s: December 2016) 
Research: Fostering Critical Thinking: Using Bloom’s Tax-
onomy during Writing Center Sessions with Underper-
forming Recent High School Graduates in College Bridge 
Program 
Mentor: Crystal Mueller, English 
Outcome: Master of Arts—University of Illinois Cham-
paign Urbana (May 2019) 
 
 

Carolyn Schmiedlin (Butzen) 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: December 2017) 
Mentor: Fredi Giesler, Social Work  
Research: Autism and Digestive Allergies: A correlation 
Analysis  
 

Cassandra Duncan 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2017) 
Mentor: Dana Merriman, Biology  
Research: Can thermal imaging noninvasively detect the 
copulation date in captive female 13-lined ground squir-
rels? 
Outcome: Master of Science completed at the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks 
 

Monika Greco 
Major: Political Science & Philosophy (Bachelor’s: May 
2017) 
Mentor: Evan Williams, Philosophy  
Research: A Critique of Convergent Realism 
Outcome: PhD Student—University of Pennsylvania 
*Master of Arts –Economics, Tufts University May 2019 
 
 

Josh Henkel 
Major: Psychology & Criminal Justice (Bachelor’s:  
December 2016) 
Mentor: Michael Lenza, Criminal Justice 
Research: Victim-Offender Conferencing: A formative 
evaluation of Restorative Justice  
Program in Elkhart, IN 
Outcome: Masters of Social Work— University of  
Wisconsin Milwaukee (May 2024) 
 

David Morser  
2 Year Participant: 2016, 17 
Major: Japanese & Professional Physics (Bachelor’s: May 
2018) 
Mentor: Nadia Kaltcheva, Physics  
Research: Homogeneous Estimates of Physical Parame-
ters of Galactic Open Clusters 
Outcome: Master of Science for Quantum Physics—UW 
Madison (August 2020) 
 

Marissa Munoz 
Major: Chemistry (Bachelor’s: May 2017) 
Mentor: Brant Kedrowski, Chemistry  
Research: Synthesis of Non-natural Amino Acids”  
Outcome: Master of Science in Chemistry—University of 
Wisconsin-Madison (December 2018) 
 
 

Shakura Salahaladyn 
Major: Business (Bachelor’s: December 2017) 
Mentor: Norlisha Crawford, English  
Research: Black American Women Redefine “The Ameri-
can Dream” through Entrepreneurship”  
 
 

Lynn Valencic 
Major: Anthropology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2016) 
Mentor: Elisabeth McPhee, Environmental Science  
Research: Mesoamerican Ceramic Figurine Heads”  
 
 

Andre Wallace 
Major: Human Services (Bachelor’s: December 2016) 
Mentor: Paul Van Auken, Sociology 
Research: Team Building Within Collegiate Groups”  
 
 
 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
2015  

 
Alexis Iwuji (Brown) 
Major: Marketing (Bachelor’s: May 2018) 
Mentor: Norlisha Crawford, African American Studies 
Research: How Universities and Other Interested Parties Get & 
Retain African American Women in PhD Programs? 
 
Joshua Hill 
Major: Chemistry (Bachelor’s: May 2016) 
Mentor: Brant Kedrowski, Chemistry 
Research: Benzofuran Synthesis via 3+2 Cycloadditions”   
Outcome: PhD in Chemistry—University of Wyoming (May 
2021) 
 
Aaron Jackson 
Major: Criminal Justice & Sociology (Bachelor’s: May 2016) 
Mentor: James Krueger, Political Science  
Research: The Role of Skin Tone & Wait-to-Hip Ratio in Judg-
ments of Attraction 
Outcome: Master of Public Administration, University of  
Wisconsin Oshkosh, May 2018 
 
Patrick Klepp 
Major: Microbiology (Bachelor’s: May 2018) 
Mentor: Sabrina Mueller-Spitz, Biology  
Research: Deinococcus Succession in Freshwater Biofilms  
 
Wilson Lee 
Major: Human Services Leadership Minor: Business 
(Bachelor’s: Dec 2015) 
Mentor: Alfred Kisubi, Human Services  
Research: Prevalent vs. Exemplified Leadership Styles in Non-
profit Organizations in Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
 
Hope MacDonald  
Major: Anthropology, Minor: Linguistics (Bachelor’s: May 2017) 
Mentor(s): Stephanie May de Montigny, Anthropology 
                     Margaret Hostetler, English   
Research: 2 Year Participant: 2015, 16 
Motivations for Language Shift: Attitudes Toward the Home 
Language 
Outcome: Master of Arts, Anthropology—Northern Illinois  
University, May 2021 
 
Glenn Malecki 
Major: Nursing (Bachelor’s: May 2017) 
Mentor: Colleen McDermott, Biology  
Research: Investigation of the antimicrobial properties of com-
monly available skin barrier protection compounds for wrestlers 
Outcome: Master of Science, Healthcare  
Economics—Xavier University, December 2020 
 
Eli Martinez 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2015) 
Mentor: Lauren Waters, Chemistry  
Research: Topological analysis of a manganese exporter pro-
tein, MntP, in Escherichia coli and its response to Reactive  
Oxygen Species 
Outcome: M.D.—Medical College of  
Wisconsin, May 2021 

 
 
Katie Proctor 
Major: Anthropology (Bachelor’s: May 2016) 
Mentor: Pete Brown, Anthropology 
Research: The Otherness Illustrated: News- Media Analysis of 
the Representation of U.S. Professional Female Athletes”  
Outcome: PhD Student—University of Memphis 
*Master of Science, Earth Sciences—University of Memphis , 
May 2019  
 
Samantha Retzloff 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2016) 
Mentor: Sabrina Mueller-Spitz, Biology  
Research: Biodegradation of Pharmaceuticals and Personal 
Care Products by Bacteria from Freshwater Biofilms 
Outcome: Master of Public Health, Epidemiology—Emory  
University, May 2018 
 
Laura Sullivan 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2016) 
Mentor: Elisabeth McPhee, Environmental Science 
Research: The effect of crowd noise on river otter behavior 
Outcome: Master of Science in Public Health—UW Milwaukee, 
December 2023 
 
Jonathon Toepfer 
Major: Biology, Minor: Chemistry (Bachelor’s: May 2016) 
Research: Microcystin Concentrations in Lake Winnebago Sys-
tem 
Mentor: Greg Kleinheinz, Environmental Engineering 
 
Alyssa Valentyne 
Major: Biology & Spanish, Minor: Chemistry (Bachelor’s: Dec 
2016) 
Mentor: Sabrina Mueller-Spitz & Kevin Crawford, Biology  
Research: Bacterial Degradation of Low Molecular Weight  
Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons; naphthalene, 1-
methylnaphthalene, and 2-methylnaphthalene by  
Mycobacterium 
Outcome: MD, Public Health/Medicine 
University of Wisconsin—Madison, May 2022 
 
Chelsea Vosters 
Major: Psychology, Minor: Geology (Bachelor’s May 2021) 
Mentor: Joseph Peterson,  Geology 
Research: Photogrammetric Reconstruction of the Late Jurassic  
Cleveland-Lloyd Dinosaur 
Outcome: Master of Social Work—Aurora  
University, May 2023 
 
 
 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
2014 

 
Alia Carroll 
Major: Supply Chain Management (Bachelor’s: Dec 2016) 
Mentor: Steve Dunn, Business 
Research: The Sustainability of Organic Farming and the 
Impact on the Food Supply Chain 
 

Laureine George-Pratt 
Major: Sociology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2014) 
Mentor: Juyeon Son, Sociology 
Research: Barriers to Civil Justice: A Sociological Approach 
 

Tristan Greening 
Major: Biology, Chemistry, Minor: Neuroscience 
(Bachelor’s: May 2017) 
Mentor: Dana Merriman, Biology  
Research: Mating Behaviors and the Effects of Mate 
Choice on Maternal Infanticide Rates in Captive Thirteen-
Lined Ground Squirrels 
 

Thomas Kenote 
Major: Environmental Studies (Bachelor’s: May 2015) 
Mentor: Paul Van Auken, Sociology  
Research: The Mamaceqtaw and the Education System” 
Outcome: Master of Science- Natural Resources  
Management—University of Minnesota, May 2019 
*Dove Scholarship Recipient  
 

Franki Mayer  
*2 Year Participant: 2014, 15 
Major: Microbiology, Minor: Chemistry, Spanish  
(Bachelor’s: Dec 2015) 
Mentors: Toivo Kallas, Biology  
                  Eric Matson, Biology 
Research: Gene Inactivation in Synechococcus sp. PC 7002 
Outcome: Master of Science Student in Microbiology and 
Immunology—University of Florida (August 2021) 
 

Shariah Salahaladyn 
Major: Criminal Justice Minor: Social Justice  
(Bachelor’s: May 2015) 
Mentor: Sylvia Carey-Butler, AVC of Inclusive Excellence 
Research: African American Males in College: Following 
their Educational Journey at the University of Wisconsin  
Oshkosh 
Outcome: Master of Science in Education, Higher  
Education—University of Pennsylvania (May 2016) 
 

 
 

 
Alvaro Sosa 
Major: Mathematics (Bachelor’s: May 2015) 
Mentor: Christopher Edwards, Mathematics 
Research: Parametric Algorithm for a Stochastic Process 
of Black Carpenter Ants 
 

Megan Wilson 
Major: Psychology, Minor: Microbiology  
(Bachelor’s: May 2016) 
Mentor: Teri Shors, Biology  
Research: Antiviral Properties of Common Over-the-
Counter Products 
 

Brooke Wollner 
Major: Psychology, Minor: Social Justice  
(Bachelor’s: May 2018) 
Mentor: Marguerite Helmers, English 
Research: Peace, Justice, & Understanding in Northern 
Ireland 
Outcome: PhD Student, Educational Psychology 
University of Wisconsin—Madison 
*Master of Science—Education Psychology, February 2019 
 
 
 
 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
2013 

 
 

 
 
Kathleen Dreymiller 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2013) 
Mentor: Sheldon Cooper, Biology 
Research: Effects of Acclimatization on Metabolic Rates in 
Black-capped Chickadee 
 

Rabar Hawramy 
Major: Biology/Healthcare, Minor: Chemistry 
(Bachelor’s: May 2016) 
Mentor: Teri Shors, Biology 
Research: Antiviral & Antibacterial Properties of Phoenix  
dactylifera” 
 

Jessica Hron 
Major: Communications, Minor: Social Justice 
(Bachelor’s: May 2014) 
“Baby it’s Your World Ain’t It?: A Rhetorical Criticism of 
Race, Class, Gender, & Sexuality”  
Mentor: Geneva Murray, Women’s Studies  
Outcome: Master of Arts, Multicultural Teaching &  
Learning—University of Minnesota, June 2016 
 

Stevan Mazibrada 
Major: Political Science (Bachelor’s: May 2016) 
“The Limitations of Participatory Democracy: The Case 
Study of the Swiss Confederation” 
Mentor: Michael Jasinski, Political Science  
Outcome: Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine, 
West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine (May 2022) 
 

Tiffany Pilliow 
Major: Nursing (Bachelor’s: Dec 2013) 
Mentor: Suzanne Marnocha, Nursing 
Research: Cyber-Professionalism: The Posting of Unpro-
fessional Content Online by Nursing Students, published in 
the Nurse Educator Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Marissa Theys 
Major: Political Science (Bachelor’s: May 2014) 
Mentor: James Krueger, Political Science  
Research: Identity Fusion: An Examination of Unions and 
Political Behaviors 
Outcome: Master of Arts, Political Science— 
University of Minnesota, Feb 2018 
 
 

Lupearly Wright  
Major: Religious Studies (Bachelor’s: Dec 2015) 
Mentor: Kathleen Corley, Religious Studies 
                Michael Baltutis, Religious Studies 
Research: Two Year Participant 2013, 14 
Magic & The Historical Jesus  
An Examination of Community in Online Wiccan Commu-
nities 
Outcome: Master of Science, Sustainable & Resilient Food 
Systems—University of Wisconsin Stevens Point, June 
2021 
 

Rilee Zeinert 
Major: Chemistry (Bachelor’s: May 2014) 
Mentor: Lauren Waters, Chemistry  
Research: Characterizing MntP: A Manganese Export Pro-
tein 
Outcome: PhD, Molecular & Cell Biology— 
University of Massachusetts Amherst, May 2020 
 
 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
2012 

Ryan Bures 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2013) 
Mentor: Dana Merriman, Biology 
Research: Subdued Intermediate Filament Expression in 
the 13-Lined Ground Squirrel after Optic Nerve Damage  
Outcome: Doctor of Medicine—University of Wisconsin– 
Madison, May 2019 
 

Whittany Byrd 
Major: Human Services Leadership  
(Bachelor’s: May 2013) 
Mentor: Alfred Kisubi, Human Services Leadership 
Research: Drugs & Alcohol Abuse Effects on Families of 
Consumer of Charitable Services in a small U.S. Upper 
Midwestern City 
 
Brandi Deptula  
Major: Biology, Minor: Geography, Microbiology 
(Bachelor’s: May 2014) 
Mentor: Eric Matson, Biology 
Research: Two Year Participant 2012, 13 
Glycohydrolase Enzyme Expression and Activity from the 
Bacterial Isolate JT5-1, a Gut Inhabitant of an Evolutionary 
Higher Termite 
Outcome: Master of Science, Environmental Science and 
Policy—University of Wisconsin Green Bay, May 2016 
 
 

Joseph Draven  
Major: Biology, Chemistry (Bachelor’s: Dec 2016) 
Research: Testing Structural Change in Meat using  
Transglutaminases 
Mentor: Lauren Waters, Chemistry  
                Teri Shors, Biology 
 

Papa Fall 
Major: Human Services Leadership  
(Bachelor’s: Aug 2013) 
Mentor: Alfred Kisubi, Human Services Leadership 
Research: African Students’ Experience of Academic Life in 
U.S. Public Universities: An Intercultural Challenge  
Outcome: Master of Social Work,   
University of Wisconsin—Madison, June 2015 
 

Chelsy Herring 
Major: Geography, Minor: Environmental Studies
(Bachelor’s: May 2013) 
Mentor: Mark Brown, Geography 
Research: Rapid Climate Change Events Within Playa Wet-
lands 
 

 

Donavon Johnson 
Major: Human Services Leadership 
Minor: Social Justice, African American Studies  
Research: The Common Components that Contribute to 
the Success of African American Students at the University 
of Wisconsin Oshkosh 
Mentor: Norlisha Crawford,  English 
 

Jeremy Kroll 
Major: Religious Studies (Bachelor’s: August 2012) 
Mentor: Michael Baltutis, Religious Studies  
Research: Finding a Good Death: Reconciling the Crises of 
the End of Life 
 

Suave Kyles 
Major: Nursing Minor: Psychology   
(Bachelor’s: January 2018) 
Mentor: Paula McNiel, Nursing 
Research: Undergraduate Nursing Students Perceptions 
on Transcultural Nursing & Diversity 
Outcome: Master of Business Administration—Cardinal 
Stritch University, May 2019  
Master of Nursing—Alverno College, May 2022 
 

Adrian Landreth  
Major: Chemistry (Bachelor’s: Dec 2014) 
Research: Two Year Participant 2012, 13 
Organic Synthesis of 2-n-Nonyl-4-hydroxyquinoline-N-
oxide 
Mentor: Linfeng Xie & Brant Kedrowski, Chemistry 
Outcome: Master of Science, Chemical Biology—
University of Michigan, May 2017 
 

Lang Lee Lee 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2013) 
Mentor: Chong Man Chow, Psychology  
Research: Cultural Differences between Hmong and White  
Americans’ Love Styles 
Outcome: Master of Business Administration—UW  
Oshkosh, November 2020 
 
 

Michael Mason 
Major: Nursing (Bachelor’s: May 2013) 
Mentor: Suzanne Marnocha, Nursing 
Research: Maintaining Patient Safety: Improved Commu-
nication in Clinical Education Settings, published in Journal 
of Nursing Education and Practice 
Outcome: DPN—UW Oshkosh, May 2022 
 

 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
2012 Continued 

 
Fauzia Osman  
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2014)  
Mentor: Sabrina Mueller-Spitz, Biology 
Research: Cross-Cultural Comparison of Medicinal Plans 
Containing Antibacterial Compounds 
Outcome: DPH Student—University of  
Wisconsin School of Medicine 
*Master of Public Health—University of Wisconsin  
Milwaukee, May 2018 
 
 

Fabiola Rizo (Navarro) 
Major: Education (Bachelor’s: Dec 2013)  
Research: Two Year Participant 2012, 13 
Mentor: Anca Miron, Psychology 
    Donald Hones, Education 
Outcome: Master of Science in Education, Counseling—
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, May 2017 
 
 

Benjamin Sajdak 
Major: Biology, Minor: Neuroscience  
(Bachelor’s: May 2013) 
Mentor: Dana Merriman, Biology 
Research: Chondroitin Sulfate Proteoglycans Deposition 
following Optic Nerve Crush in Thirteen-Lined Ground 
Squirrels 
Outcome: PhD, Visual Neuroscience— 
Medical College of Wisconsin, November 2018 
*Director of Emerging Animal Models at Fauna Bio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sitha Thor  
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2013) 
Mentor: Teri Shors, Biology 
Research: Examining Green Medicine in the Virology La-
boratory  
Outcome: PharmD—Midwestern University in Downers 
Grove, IL, May 2025 
 

Taylor Waring  
Major: English Literature (Bachelor’s: May 2014) 
Mentor: Marguerite Helmers, English 
Research: Two Year Participant 2012, 13 
Octavio Paz: A Space that Evaporates 
Understanding the Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki 
Outcome: Master of Fine Arts, Creative Writing/Poetry— 
Eastern Washington University, June 2019 
 
 

Kristie Wirth  
Major: Psychology, Minor: French  
(Bachelor’s: May 2014) 
Research: The Influence of Personality Traits and Depres-
sive Symptoms on Music Enjoyment and Preference”  
Mentor: Quin Chrobak,  Psychology 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
2011 

 
Holly Capelle (O’Zanich)  
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: Aug 2012) 
Mentor: Toivo Kallas, Biology 
Research: Site-Directed Mutagenesis of the Petd Gene in  
Synechococcus PCC 7002  
Outcome: Master of Education Student at UW Superior, Teach-
ing Certificate—UW Green Bay, May 2021 
*Captured National Award, named Field Athlete of the Year, 
June 2011 
 
Jaime Castillo  
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2013) 
Mentor: Teri Shors, Biology 
Research: Two Year Participant 2011, 12 
Antiviral mechanisms in punica granatum Extract 
Outcome: Master of Science in Nursing—UW Milwaukee May 
2018 
 
Gerald Chatman 
Major: Human Services Leadership (Bachelor’s: Dec 2011)  
Mentor: Alfred Kisubi, Human Services Leadership 
Research: Black Student Attrition on a Predominantly White 
Campus  
Outcome: Master of Arts, Adult & Continuing Education—Ball 
State University, August 2013 
 
Jessica De Larwelle 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: May 2012) 
Mentor: Erin Winterrowd, Psychology  
Research: College Students’ Just World Beliefs and Perceptions 
of Bullied Victims 
Outcome: Master of Social Work—UW Milwaukee, May 2014 
 
Korin Doering (Franklin) 
Major: Environmental Studies, Minor: Business   
(Bachelor’s: December 2011) 
Mentor: Misty McPhee, Environmental Studies 
Research: The effects of the captive environment on total  
Testosterone Levels in Wild Caught Meadow Voles 
Outcome: Master of Science, Water Resource  
Management—University of Wisconsin Madison,  
August 2016 
 
Luis Granados 
Major: Economics (Bachelor’s: May 2012) 
Mentor: Chad Cotti, Economics  
Research: The Relationship between Undergraduate Enrollment 
Rates and Macroeconomic Conditions: An Analysis of Differ-
ences Across Race & Gender 
Outcome: Master of Arts, Economics—SUNY Binghamton, Dec 
2013 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Derrick Lashua 
Major: Geography (Bachelor’s: May 2012) 
Mentor: Angela Subulwa, Geography 
Research: Sudanese Refugee Perspectives on the Emergence of 
South Sudan 
Outcome: Master of Arts, Sociology—UW Milwaukee, May 
2014 
 
Grant O’Connell  
Major: Kinesiology (Bachelor’s: Aug 2012) 
Glial Response following Optic Nerve Crush in the 13-lined 
Ground Squirrel: A Pilot Study”  
Mentor: Dana Merriman,  Biology 
                Dan Schmidt, Kinesiology 
Research: Two Year Participant 2011, 12 
The Effect of Natural Surface Training on Hip Strength and Run-
ning Economy in High School Endurance Runners 
Outcome: PhD, Biomedical Sciences—West Virginia University, 
December 2016 
*Tenure track Professor, Case Western Reserve University 
 
Ted Robbins  
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: May 2016)  
Mentor: David Lishner, Psychology 
Research: Two Year Participant 2011, 12 
Generating Empathy for a Stigmatized Group (Native  
Americans) that can be Linked to the Allocation of Funds 
Outcome: Master of Arts, Sociology—SUNY Buffalo, May 2014 
 
Aaron Robinson 
Major: Biology, Minor: Chemistry/Neuroscience (Bachelor’s: 
June 2012) 
“YY1 Expression in Ground Squirrel Retina” 
Mentor: Dana Merriman, Biology 
Outcome: MD, Emergency Medicine—  
University of Wisconsin—Madison, May 2017 
*Master of Public Health—University of Minnesota,  May 2016 
 
Darin White  
Major: Religious Studies (Associate’s: May 2018) 
Mentor: Kathleen Corley, Religious Studies 
                Michael Baltutis, Religious Studies 
Research: Three Year Participant 2011-13 
The Significance of the Story of Abraham in Judaism,  
Christianity, and Islam 
 
 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
2010 

 
Deseray Aguirre 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2011) 
Mentor: Gregory Kleinheinz, Engineering Technology 
Research: The Effect of Physical and Chemical Parameters 
on the Amount of Escherichia coli Found in Surface Water 
Outcome: Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine,                     
A.T. Still University, May 2020 &                     
Master of Science in Nursing—Marquette University,  
Dec 2015 

 
Kathryn Fingal (Baez) 
Major: Biology (Healthcare emphasis), Minor: Business 
Administration (Bachelor’s: Dec 2013) 
Mentor: Arlene Haffa, Chemistry 
Research: Two Year Participant 2010, 11 
Access to and Socio-economic Considerations of Dental 
Care in Wisconsin 
Outcome: Master of Public Administration—University of 
Wisconsin Oshkosh, June 2016 
 

Troy Landry 
Major: Criminal Justice (Bachelor’s: Dec 2010) 
Mentor: Norlisha Crawford, English  
Research: If it Ain’t Broke, Don’t Fix It: The Perpetuation 
and Preservation of Patriarchy through Gangsta Rap Mu-
sic 
 

Laura Leyh 
Major: Anthropology (Bachelor’s: May 2011) 
Mentor: Pete Brown, Religious Studies & Anthropology  
Research: The Path of Teen-aged Parenting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tisha Samuel 
Major: Psychology & French, Minor: Social Justice
(Bachelor’s: May 2013) 
Mentors: Liz Cannon, English/LGBTQ Resource Center 
                  Keilah Worth, Psychology 
Research: Two Year Participant 2010, 11 
Effects of Race on Perceived Job Qualifications (2011) & 
Women’s Experiences of Mental Illness in the United 
States During the 19th Century” (2010) 
 
 

Hope Schuhart 
Major: Political Science (Bachelor’s: May 2011) 
Mentor: David Siemers, Political Science 
Research: Human Rights as Presidential Success: The Tru-
man Era 
 

Rick Wheatley 
Major: Anthropology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2010) 
Mentor: Stephanie May de Montigny, Anthropology 
Research: The Grand Scheme of Things: Community Iden-
tity, New Urbanism and the Grand Opera House 
 
 
 
 
 
 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 

 

 

Kathryn Bender 
Major: Studio Art (Bachelor’s: Dec 2010) 
Mentor: Arthur Pontynen, Art History  
Research: Implications Modern and Post-Modern Philoso-
phy Have on American Culture 

 

Seth Block 
Major: Supply Chain Management (Bachelor’s: Dec 2009) 
Mentor: Steven Dunn, Business 
Research: A Study in Sustainability; A Benchmark for a 
Region” 
Outcome: Master of Science, Environment & Resources 
(Sustainability Management)—University of Wisconsin 
Madison, August 2014 
 

Kendra Casanova 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2010) 
Mentor: Lisa Dorn, Biology 
Research: Assessing Genetic Variation Within and Among 
Three Ethnic Groups 
 

Weston Fredenberg  
Major: Microbiology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2011) 
Mentor:  Toivo Kallas, Biology 
Research: Role of SufA and IscA Proteins in Regulation of 
Iron Homeostasis in Cyanobacteria 
Two-Year Participant 2009, 10 
 

Gerald Kaquatosh 
Major: Economics (Bachelor’s: May 2010) 
Mentor: Marianne Johnson, Economics 
Research: Do Recessions Influence Major League Baseball  
Attendance? 
 

Philip Kouzes 
Major: Physics (Bachelor’s: Dec 2010) 
Mentor: Michael Briley, Physics  
Research: An Automated Drift-Scan Telescope for Re-
search and  Instruction 
 

Korey Lewis 
Major: Psychology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2009) 
Mentor: Anca Miron, Psychology 
Research: Emotion Regulation: Using Salient Partner 
Characteristics to Maintain or Reduce Anger 
 
 

 

 

Joseph Noreik 
Major: Religious Studies & International Relations 
(Bachelor’s: May 2010) 
Mentor: Vivian Foss, English  
Research: Filipino Migrant Nurses to the Midwest Region 
of the United States 
 

Jose Orona  
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2010) 
Mentor: Dana Merriman, Biology  
Research: Transcriptional Regulation of SUMO-1 and Ub-
c9 in Ground Squirrel Retina 
 

Dayana Sanchez 
Major: Economics & Spanish (Bachelor’s: May 2010)
Mentor: Kevin McGee, Economics  
Research: Trade and Poverty in the Developing World” 
 

May Thao 
Major: Nursing (Bachelor’s: May 2010) 
Mentor: Suzanne Marnocha, Nursing 
Research: Hmong Elders and their Perspectives on West-
ern Medicine and Healthcare 
Outcome: Master of Business Administration—University 
of Wisconsin Oshkosh, December 2016 
 

LaNee Xiong 
Major: Human Resources Management  
(Bachelor’s: May 2010) 
Mentor: Margaret Knox, Geography  
Research: Hmong Refugee Retention Program and its 
Effectiveness in Higher Education: Insights from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Oshkosh 
Outcome: Master of Arts, Human Resources & Industrial 
Relations—University of Minnesota, May 2012 
 
 
 
 
 



University of Wisconsin Oshkosh McNair Scholars 
2008 

 

Vanessa Ante 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2010) 
Mentor: Dana Merriman, Biology 
Research: Ability of Squirrels to Preserve Visual Pigmenta-
tion after Hibernation 
Outcome: PhD, Microbiology & Molecular Virology— 
University of Pittsburgh, December 2015 
*Tenure-track faculty at Kansas State 
 

Damion Burgin 
Major: Criminal Justice (Bachelor’s: May 2009) 
Mentor: Donald Faggiani, Human Services Leadership 
Research: Racial Disparities in Wisconsin’s Prisons 
Outcome: Master of Public Administration— 
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, May 2014 
 

Krystal Judah (De Leon) 
Major: Sociology (Bachelor’s: Dec 2008) 
Mentor: Marguerite Parks, Educational Leadership 
Research: White Privilege and a Rural Midwest College 
Campus 
Outcome: Juris Doctor, Law— 
Northern Illinois University,  December 2018 
 

Janene Lang 
Major: Philosophy & Environmental Studies 
Mentor: David Barnhill, Environmental Studies 
(Bachelor’s: May 2009)  
Research: Public Values and Ownership in Natural Re-
source Management Planning 
Outcome: Master of Science, Osteopathic Medicine— 
Midwest College of Oriental Medicine, May 2019 
 

PaNhia Lee 
Major: International Relations (Bachelor’s May 2009) 
Mentor: Margaret Knox, Geography  
Research: Cross-Cultural Dating and the Hmong  
Community 
Outcome: Master of Arts—Sociology, 
University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, May 2011 
 

Vai Lor 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2009) 
Mentor: Lisa Dorn, Biology 
Research: Gene Expression Differences of Plants in Differ-
ent Competitive Environments 
Outcome: PhD, Plant Biological Sciences— 
University of Minnesota, July 2016 
*Post Doc Research Associate, UW Madison – Agronomy  
 
 

Amanda Scripture (Moore) 
Major: Social Work (Bachelor’s: May 2010) 
Mentor: Carol Hand, Social Work 
Research: Determining Differences in Child Care Providers:  
Comparative Analysis of Self Pay Daycares and TANF Paid  
Daycares 
Outcome: Master of Public Administration— 
Northern Illinois University, May 2012 
 

Aaryn Mustoe 
Major: Psychology/Neuroscience (Bachelor’s: May 2009) 
Mentor: Sheldon Cooper, Biology 
Research: Energetic Cost of Immune Activity in Black-
Capped Chickadees 
Outcome: PhD, Psychology: Neuroscience & Behavior— 
University of Nebraska Omaha, August 2016 
*Staff Scientist in BioMed at the Southwest National  
  Primate Research Center at Texas Biomedical  
  Research Institute here in San Antonio, Texas  
 

Olivia Navarro 
Major: Education (Bachelor’s: Dec 2008) 
Mentor: Donald Hones, Education 
Research: Latino Parent Involvement in Schools 
Outcome: Master of Science, Educational Psychology— 
University of Wisconsin Milwaukee, May 2011 
 

Amanda Schuh (Krohn) 
Major: Nursing (Bachelor’s: December 2009) 
Mentor: Suzanne Marnocha, Nursing 
Research: Military Wives’ Adaptations and Coping of De-
ployment during Wartime 
Outcome: PhD, Nursing—University of Michigan, August 
2016 & Master of Science in Nursing, May 2012 
*Director of Psychiatry—Lorenz Clinic MN  
 

Ryan Schuh 
Major: Biology (Bachelor’s: May 2009) 
Mentor: Arlene Haffa, Chemistry 
Research: solation of a Light and Redox Sensitive Protein 
from a Photoheterotrophic Marine Microbe using HPLC 
Outcome: Master of Science, Exercise Physiology— 
Northern Illinois University, December 2014 
*Pharmaceutical R&D Manager  
 

Leviathan Whitfield 
Major: Education (Bachelor’s: May 2009) 
Mentor: Suzanne Fondrie, Education  
Research: Educating the Next Generation of Teachers 
Outcome: Master of Arts-Urban Education—University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, May 2014  
 


