
The Microbiology major is designed for students interested in the unseen 
world of viruses, bacteria, protists and parasites. This program provides a 
rigorous scientific foundation, making it an ideal choice for those pursuing 
healthcare-related professional degrees or graduate studies in fields like 
biochemistry and biomedical sciences. By focusing on the mechanics of 
microscopic life, the major prepares students for high-impact careers in 
biotechnology, allied health, and cutting-edge laboratory research. 

MAJOR FACTS
•	 Hands-on experience identifying diverse microorganisms in 

environmental and clinical settings

•	 Faculty-mentored research opportunities in advanced campus 
laboratories

•	 Coursework covering all aspects of a variety of microorganisms, 
including pathogens

•	 Career preparation for healthcare, public health, food safety and 
Wisconsin’s cheese industry

Laboratory Research •  Scientific Foundation  •  Collaborative

MICROBIOLOGY

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
Microbiology students gain hands-on experience working one-on-one 
with expert faculty, mastering modern lab techniques and solving real-
world problems through research and experimentation. These high-impact 
experiences help students build specialized skills, present at professional 
conferences and prepare for careers in public health, food science and 
biotechnology.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Women in Medicine 
Gain mentorship, leadership 
experience, professional 
development, volunteer 
opportunities and valuable 
support while connecting with 
women pursuing diverse careers in 
healthcare.

Biology Club 
Biology Club fosters connections 
among students passionate about 
life sciences through professional 
development, social events and 
community building.

Women in STEM

SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS ARE:
•	 Detail-Oriented 

•	 Comfortable with Complexity 

•	 Patient and Persistent 

•	 Technically Savvy 

•	 Analytically Minded 

CLASSES
•	 Biological Concepts 

•	 General and Organic Chemistry 

•	 Public Health Microbiology 

•	 Parasitology 

•	 Brewing and Fermentation 
Science

Learn more about 
majors and career 
opportunities.

COMMON JOB TITLES 
•	 Wet Chemistry and PCR 

Technician

•	 Quality Lab Technician

•	 Climate and Clean Energy 
Initiatives Coordinator

•	 Research Technician

FEATURED EMPLOYERS


