
Biology 113 ~ Introduction to Environmental Health 
Spring 2012 

Thursday 11:40 – 1:40 pm ~ Halsey 367 
 

Instructor: Reynee Kachur Email: kachurr@uwosh.edu 

Office: Halsey 121 Office Phone: 424-7404 

Office Hours: 
As needed; you should feel free to call or email prior to visiting to make sure that I am in 
my office and available. 

Purpose: 

An introduction to the cultural aspects of Environmental Health for students declaring or 
considering a major in Biology, Microbiology, or Environmental Health. Discussion topics 
will include current topics and employment opportunities; roles and responsibilities of 
scientists in society; professional ethics; scientific communication; and planning (career 
choices, course selections, research, field experience). 

Required Materials: 

 McMillan, VE. 2001. Writing Papers in the Biolgoical Sciences. Bedford: Boston, MA. 

 Environmental Health Science Notebook (available at bookstore). 

 D2L or email printouts or handouts. 

Attendance and 
Participation: 

 There are no make-up class sessions.  It is your responsibility to attend all classes, and 
your grade will reflect your attendance (broken out below). 

 Your participation grade will be based on your participation during classes throughout 
the semester.  Participation consists of presenting your own thoughts and experiences 
to the class, not just by answering questions.   

Changes, etc: 

 Any changes to the course, cancellations, etc. will be posted to the class D2L site or 
a class e-mail will be sent out using the D2L class roster.   

 You MUST check your e-mail and the D2L course site regularly!  Handouts, class 
modifications, and other materials for printing will be emailed or uploaded to D2L. 

Late Assignment 
Policy 

 Unless otherwise specified, all assignments are due at the beginning of class on the 
day they are due.  Late work will be 10% per calendar day it is late (including 
weekends). 

Grading Criteria:  

 

Point Distribution Point Value 

Class Notebook 200 

Attendance/Participation 100 (50 points each) 

Resume & Cover Letter 50 

Internship/Career Capsule  50 

Weekly Literature/Journal Articles 25 

Final Reflection Paper 75 

Grading Scale:  

 

Letter Grade Percent Letter Grade Percent 

A 92.0-100 C 72.0-77.9 

A- 90.0-91.9 C- 70.0-71.9 

B+ 88.0-89.9 D+ 68.0-69.9 

B 82.0-87.9 D 62.0-67.9 

B- 80.0-81.9 D- 60.0-61.9 

C+ 78.0-79.9 F <60.0 

Disabilities: 

Students who have physical or learning disabilities that wish to request academic 
adjustments should notify the Disabilities Office so that appropriate accommodations 
can be made.  For more information contact the Counseling Center or Disabilities 
Services (424-2404). 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE – Subject to Change 
 

Semester 
Week 

Week 
Date 

Topic Speaker/Tour Item Due/Graded 

1 Feb. 2 
Syllabus Overview/ Science Notebook/  
Introduction to Environmental Health 

- Science Notebook 

2 Feb. 9  General Environmental Health 
Jeff Phillips, 

REHS 
Notebook 

3 Feb. 16 Resumes/ Library/ References 
Marisa Finkey, 

Polk Library 
Notebook 

4 Feb. 23 Food Protection 
Hsing-Yi Heish, 

REHS 
Article/ Notebook 

5 March 1 Vectors, Pests & Poisonous Plants 
UWO 

Entomologist 
Article/ Notebook 

6 March 8 Solid & Hazardous Waste 
Brian Langolf, 
UWO Digester 

- 

7 March 15 Housing/ Air Quality/ Tattoos 
Local Tattoo 

Artist 
Resume &  

Cover Letter 

8 March 22 SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS 

9 March 29 Occupational Safety & Health 
Jim Johnson, 

UWO EHS 
Article/ Notebook 

10 April 5 Wastewater & Potable Water 
Jason Aho, 

REHS 
Article/ Notebook 

11 April 12 
Disaster Sanitation and  

Emergency Planning 
Winnebago 
County EMS 

Article/ Notebook 

12 April 19 
Class Presentations of 

Internship/ Career Capsule 
- 

Internship/  
Career Capsule 

13 April 26 Swimming Pools & Recreational Facilities Pool/ Beach Article/ Notebook 

14 May 3 Reflection Paper/ Notebook - - 

15 May 10 NO CLASS 

 
Extra Credit Opportunities: 

 Volunteer for Science Olympiad – Saturday, February 4, 2012 and Saturday, March 17, 2012 

 Earth Week related April 23rd 
 


