
 

ArtsCore Lesson Plan 
 

Content Area 
Social Studies  

Arts Area 
Visual Arts 

Lesson Title​
Story Map of Oshkosh, WI 

Grade Level: Second Duration: 1-2 Sessions Teacher: 

 

Standards and Alignment  

Assessed Content Standards 
 
 
SS.GEO1.3: Use geographic 
tools and ways of thinking to 
analyze the world. 
SS.GEO2.3: Analyze human 
movement and population 
patterns. 
 
 

Cognitive Demand 
 
III. Apply 
IV. Analyze 

Assessed Arts Standards 
 
A.A.Cr.3.3: Make: Create works 
of art that introduce students 
to media, care of tools, and 
basic craftsmanship skills. 

Cognitive Demand 
 
III. Apply 
VI. Create 

 

Generalization/Summarize:  Review goal and new information of lesson 

Students will understand how to use maps to tell a story by creating a story map of Oshkosh, WI, inspired by 
"The Once Upon a Time Map Book" by B.G. Hennessy. 

Students will: 

●​ Use geographic tools to analyze the city of Oshkosh, WI. 
●​ Create a story map that tells a narrative about Oshkosh, incorporating key locations and landmarks. 

 

 

 



 

Vertical Alignment Before Lesson (Diagnostic 

Assessment for learning): 
 
Following session 8 End 
of topic using The Once 
upon a Time Map book 
by B.G. Hennessy 
“Story” map of Oshkosh 
 
Discuss prior knowledge 
about maps and 
storytelling. 
 
Engage students in 
sharing what they know 
about Oshkosh and its 
landmarks. 
 

During Lesson (Formative 
Assessment and Feedback for 
learning): 
 
Students will 

●​ Participate in a class 
discussion about the 
story maps in the book 
and how they combine 
geography and 
storytelling. 

●​  Brainstorm ideas for 
their own story maps, 
including locations 
such as the 
Menominee Park Zoo, 
Lake Winnebago, the 
Oshkosh Public 
Museum, local schools, 
and parks. 

●​ Use construction 
paper, markers, 
crayons, and other 
materials to create 
their story maps. 
Include drawings, 
symbols, and short 
descriptions for each 
location. 

After Lesson (Summative 
Assessment of learning and 
Sequence Build):​
 
Presentation: 

●​ Activity: Have each 
student present their 
story map to the class. 

●​ Student Activity: 
Present their map and 
explain the narrative, 
key locations, and 
landmarks they 
included. 

Class Discussion and 
Reflection: 

●​ Activity: Facilitate a 
class discussion on the 
different story maps 
and the importance of 
understanding 
geography through 
storytelling. 

●​ Student Activity: 
Reflect on what they 
have learned about 
Oshkosh and how 
maps can be used to 
tell stories. 

 

Key Vocabulary Map 
Story 
Narrative 
Landmark 
Location 
Geograph 

 

Materials List "The Once Upon a Time Map Book" by B.G. Hennessy 
Construction paper 9x12 
Markers, crayons, colored pencils 
Images and symbols of Oshkosh landmarks (optional) 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eMLvd1DcoEVQfwhHxkaieHMrS0KRTxeJHD2O8iauySw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eMLvd1DcoEVQfwhHxkaieHMrS0KRTxeJHD2O8iauySw/edit?usp=sharing


 

Instructional Delivery (guided, collaborative, self-directed) 

Student Learning Outcome(s) 
I can use geographic tools to analyze my city and create a story map that represents Oshkosh, WI. 

Guided Practice, 
Cooperative 
Learning, and 
Individual Practice 
 

Guided Practice: 

●​ Discussion and demonstration of story map design. 

Cooperative Learning: 

●​ Group discussions and collaborative map creation. 

Individual Practice: 

●​ Each student creates their own story map and prepares to present it. 

Teacher Demo: 

●​ Demonstrate how to design a story map, discussing how to choose symbols and 
colors that reflect different locations and their narrative connection. 

Student Work Time: 

●​ Students work on their story maps, collaborating and sharing ideas.​
 

1.​ Introduction and Read Aloud: 
○​ Activity: Read "The Once Upon a Time Map Book" by B.G. Hennessy to 

the class. 
○​ Student Activity: Participate in a class discussion about the story maps 

in the book and how they combine geography and storytelling. 
2.​ Discussion and Brainstorming: 

○​ Activity: Discuss the key locations and landmarks in Oshkosh that could 
be included in a story map. 

○​ Student Activity: Brainstorm ideas for their own story maps, including 
locations such as the Menominee Park Zoo, Lake Winnebago, the 
Oshkosh Public Museum, local schools, and parks. 

3.​ Designing the Story Maps: 
○​ Activity: Provide materials and guide students in designing their story 

maps. Encourage them to think about a narrative that connects the 
different locations. 

○​ Student Activity: Use construction paper, markers, crayons, and other 
materials to create their story maps. Include drawings, symbols, and 
short descriptions for each location. 

 

Assessment Feedback: Verbal feedback during discussions and activities. Written feedback on 
individual story maps and explanations. 
 

 



 

Type: Formative  
Task: 

●​ Group Discussion and Story Map Creation: 
○​ In small groups, students discuss their ideas and designs for their story 

maps. 
○​ Students create their story maps using the provided materials, ensuring 

the maps reflect a cohesive narrative about Oshkosh. 

Criteria for Success: 

1.​ Active Participation: 
○​ Students actively participate in group discussions, sharing their ideas 

and listening to others. 
○​ Success Indicator: All students contribute to the discussion and engage 

in the brainstorming process. 
2.​ Creative Expression: 

○​ Students demonstrate creativity in designing their story maps, using a 
variety of materials to represent their ideas about Oshkosh. 

○​ Success Indicator: Students create visually appealing and accurate 
representations of their narrative about Oshkosh. 

3.​ Collaboration and Support: 
○​ Students effectively collaborate with their peers, providing and 

receiving help as needed. 
○​ Success Indicator: Students work well together, respect each other's 

ideas, and assist each other in creating their story maps. 
4.​ Understanding and Application: 

○​ Students understand the task and can explain how their story maps 
represent different locations in Oshkosh and their narrative connection. 

○​ Success Indicator: Students can articulate the story behind their maps 
and how the locations are connected. 

Type: Summative 
 
Task: Final Touches and Preparation for Presentation: 

●​ Activity: Allow time for students to put final touches on their story maps. 
●​ Student Activity: Complete any final details on their maps and prepare to 

present their work to the class. 

Presentation: 

●​ Activity: Have each student present their story map to the class. 
●​ Student Activity: Present their map and explain the narrative, key locations, 

and landmarks they included. 

Class Discussion and Reflection: 

●​ Activity: Facilitate a class discussion on the different story maps and the 

 



 

importance of understanding geography through storytelling. 
●​ Student Activity: Reflect on what they have learned about Oshkosh and how 

maps can be used to tell stories. 

Criteria for Success: See rubric 

Transition: Explain clean up procedures and model them before transitions  

Engagement: Encourage students to appreciate each other's story maps and contributions. 

Closure: Discussion and sharing of finished story maps. Reflect on the activity and what they 
learned about using maps to tell stories. 

Extension: Display the story maps in the classroom or school hallway. 

 

Accommodations 
and Differentiation 

Modified Notation _____ 
Peer/Adult Help _____ 
Smaller Steps _____ 
Modified Assessment ______ 
 
Other _______________________  

Buddy System _____ 
Directions Assistance ____ 
Partial Participation ____ 
Extra Time ____ 
Word/image bank ____ 

 
 

 



 
Summative Assessment Tool (rubric): 
 
Standards to be assessed: 
SS.GEO1.3: Use geographic tools and ways of thinking to analyze the world. 
SS.GEO2.3: Analyze human movement and population patterns. 
A.A.Cr.3.3: Make: Create works of art that introduce students to media, care of tools, and basic 
craftsmanship skills. 
 

Content Performance 
Indicators 
 
Use, analyze 
 

Cognitive Demand 
 
III. Apply 
IV. Analyze 
 

Arts Performance Indicators​
 
Create 

Cognitive Demand 
 
III. Apply 
VI. Create 

 
 

Components: 

4 ​ Student is able to create and present a highly detailed and original story map that demonstrates an 
exceptional understanding of Oshkosh and the narrative connection between locations 

​ Student  includes at least 7-10  distinct locations and landmarks and  uses a variety of materials 
effectively. 

​ Student is able to provide thorough explanations of how the map reflects the story during their 
presentation while using art and design vocabulary.  

3 ​ Student is able to create and present a story map that demonstrates a clear understanding of 
Oshkosh and the narrative connection between locations. 

​ Student  includes at least 3-5 distinct locations and landmarks, and uses a variety of materials 
appropriately. 

​ Student is able to provide clear explanations of how the map reflects the story during their 
presentation. 

2 ​ With prompting and support, student is able to create and present a story map that demonstrates 
an understanding of Oshkosh and the narrative connection between locations. 

​ With prompting and support, student includes at least 3 distinct locations and landmarks, and uses a 
variety of materials appropriately. 

​ With prompting and support, student is able to provide explanations of how the map reflects the 
story during their presentation. 

1 ​ Student is not able to create or present a story map that demonstrates an understanding of 
Oshkosh and the narrative connection between locations.  

​ Student  includes fewer than 2 locations and landmarks and/or uses minimal materials 
​ Student is not able to  provide clear explanations of how the map reflects the story during their 

presentation. 

Feedback: 

 

 



 
 

 

 


