
 

ArtsCore Lesson Plan 
 

Content Area 
Social Studies  

Arts Area 
Visual Arts 

Lesson Title​
First Nation Maps 

Grade Level:  Third  Duration: 1-2 Sessions Teacher: 

 

Standards and Alignment  

Assessed Content Standards 
 
SS.BH4: Examine the 
progression of specific forms of 
technology and their influence 
within various societies. 
 
SS.HIS3.3: Connect past events, 
people, and ideas to the 
present, use different 
perspectives to draw 
conclusions and suggest 
current implications. 

Cognitive Demand 
 
II. Understand 
III. Apply 
IV. Analyze 

Assessed Arts Standards 
 
A.A.Cr.3.e: Cultural, Social, and 
Historical Awareness: 
Understand that people from 
different times and places have 
made art and design for a 
variety of reasons. 

Cognitive Demand 
 
II. Understand 
III. Apply 
IV. Analyze 

 

Generalization/Summarize:  Review goal and new information of lesson 

Students will use their knowledge of Wisconsin First Nations to create an imaginative map that includes all the 
elements necessary for a First Nation to thrive. 

Students will: 

●​ Learn about the history and present-day lives of Wisconsin First Nations. 
●​ Understand the significance of different technologies and cultural aspects. 
●​ Create an imaginative map that reflects the needs and resources of a thriving First Nation settlement 

 

 



 

Vertical Alignment Before Lesson 
(Diagnostic Assessment 
for learning): 
 
 
After Session 3: 
Discuss prior 
knowledge about 
Wisconsin First 
Nations. 
 
Review the class 
KWL chart, adding 
new questions and 
learnings. 

During Lesson (Formative Assessment 

and Feedback for learning): 
 

1.​ Introduction and Activation 
of Prior Knowledge: 

○​ Student Activity: 
Participate in a class 
discussion about 
what they know and 
want to know about 
Wisconsin First 
Nations. 

2.​ Teaching Point: 
○​ Student Activity: 

Note down key 
elements needed for 
a First Nations 
community to 
flourish. 

3.​ Brainstorming Ideas for 
Maps: 

○​ Student Activity: 
Brainstorm ideas for 
their maps, 
considering what 
they have learned 
about Wisconsin 
First Nations. 

4.​ Designing the Maps: 
○​ Student Activity: 

Use construction 
paper, markers, 
crayons, and other 
materials to create 
their maps. Include 
drawings, symbols, 
and labels for each 
element. 

 

After Lesson (Summative 
Assessment of learning and 
Sequence Build): 
 

5.​ Presentation: 
○​ Student 

Activity: 
Present their 
map and 
explain the 
elements 
included, their 
significance, 
and how they 
ensure the 
community 
thrives. 

6.​ Class Discussion and 
Reflection: 

○​ Student 
Activity: 
Reflect on 
what they 
have learned 
about 
Wisconsin 
First Nations 
and how their 
maps 
represent a 
thriving 
community. 

 
  

 

Key Vocabulary First Nations 
Community 
Settlement 
Geography 
Culture 

 



 

Resources 

 

Materials List Construction paper 9x12 
Markers, crayons, colored pencils, or watercolor paints 
Maps of historical and current tribal lands for reference 

 

Instructional Delivery (guided, collaborative, self-directed) 

Student Learning Outcome(s) 
I can use my knowledge of Wisconsin First Nations to create an imaginative map that represents a thriving 
community. 

Guided Practice, 
Cooperative 
Learning, and 
Individual Practice 
 

Guided Practice: 

●​ Discussion and demonstration of map design. 

Cooperative Learning: 

●​ Group discussions and collaborative map creation. 

Individual Practice: 

●​ Each student creates their own map and prepares to present it. 

Teacher Demo: 

●​ Demonstrate how to design a map, discussing how to choose symbols and 
elements that reflect the needs of a First Nations community. Do a Think-Aloud 
while deciding what needs to go on your map based on the discussion. This can 
be done with pencil first, then colored.**** If using watercolors, outline any 
shapes or words (if a map key is created) with a Sharpie marker once dry.  

Student Work Time: 

●​ Students work on their maps, collaborating and sharing ideas.​
 

1.​ Introduction and Activation of Prior Knowledge: 
○​ Activity: Look over the class KWL sheet together. Discuss questions 

and new learnings, adding to the chart if new questions and learnings 
come up. 

○​ Student Activity: Participate in a class discussion about what they know 
and want to know about Wisconsin First Nations. 

2.​ Teaching Point: 
○​ Activity: Review the key learnings about Wisconsin First Nations from 

Session 3. Discuss what elements are necessary for a community to 
thrive (e.g., water sources, food sources, shelter, tools, cultural sites). 

○​ Student Activity: Note down key elements needed for a First Nations 
community to flourish. 

 

https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/map/


 

3.​ Brainstorming Ideas for Maps: 
○​ Activity: Explain the map project. Students will create an imaginative 

map that includes items, areas, geography, and ideas necessary for a 
Wisconsin First Nation to flourish. 

○​ Student Activity: Brainstorm ideas for their maps, considering what 
they have learned about Wisconsin First Nations. 

4.​ Designing the Maps: 
○​ Activity: Provide materials and guide students in designing their maps. 

Encourage them to include elements like water sources, hunting 
grounds, farming areas, homes, communal spaces, and cultural sites. 

○​ Student Activity: Use construction paper, markers, crayons, or 
watercolors, and other materials to create their maps. Include drawings, 
symbols, and labels for each element. 

5.​ Final Touches and Preparation for Presentation: 
○​ Activity: Allow time for students to put final touches on their maps. 
○​ Student Activity: Complete any final details on their maps and prepare 

to present their work to the class. 
6.​ Presentation: 

○​ Activity: Have each student present their map to the class. 
○​ Student Activity: Present their map and explain the elements included, 

their significance, and how they ensure the community thrives. 
7.​ Class Discussion and Reflection: 

○​ Activity: Facilitate a class discussion on the different maps and the 
importance of understanding the needs of a First Nations community 
through this imaginative exercise. 

○​ Student Activity: Reflect on what they have learned about Wisconsin 
First Nations and how their maps represent a thriving community. 

Assessment Feedback: 
Type: Verbal feedback during discussions and activities. Written feedback on individual 
maps and explanations. 
Task: Create and present a map that reflects the needs and resources of a thriving First 
Nations community. 
Criteria for Success: Students are able to create a visually appealing and accurate map 
that demonstrates their understanding of Wisconsin First Nations. See rubric. 
 

Formative Task and Criteria for Success: 

Task: 

●​ Group Discussion and Map Creation: 
○​ In small groups, students discuss their ideas and designs for their maps. 
○​ Students create their maps using the provided materials, ensuring the 

maps reflect their understanding of what a First Nations community 
needs to thrive. 

 



 

Criteria for Success: 

1.​ Active Participation: 
○​ Students actively participate in group discussions, sharing their ideas 

and listening to others. 
○​ Success Indicator: All students contribute to the discussion and engage 

in the brainstorming process. 
2.​ Creative Expression: 

○​ Students demonstrate creativity in designing their maps, using a variety 
of materials to represent their ideas about what a First Nations 
community needs. 

○​ Success Indicator: Students create visually appealing and accurate 
representations of a thriving First Nations settlement. 

3.​ Collaboration and Support: 
○​ Students effectively collaborate with their peers, providing and 

receiving help as needed. 
○​ Success Indicator: Students work well together, respect each other's 

ideas, and assist each other in creating their maps. 
4.​ Understanding and Application: 

○​ Students understand the task and can explain how their maps represent 
different aspects of a thriving First Nations community. 

○​ Success Indicator: Students can articulate the elements included in 
their maps and their significance. 

 
 
Type: Summative 
 
Task: Presentation: 

●​ Activity: Have each student present their map to the class. 
●​ Student Activity: Present their map and explain the elements included, their 

significance, and how they ensure the community thrives. 

Class Discussion and Reflection: 

●​ Activity: Facilitate a class discussion on the different maps and the importance 
of understanding the needs of a First Nations community through this 
imaginative exercise. 

●​ Student Activity: Reflect on what they have learned about Wisconsin First 
Nations and how their maps represent a thriving community. 

Criteria for Success: See rubric 

Transition: Explain clean up procedures and model them before transitions  

Engagement: Encourage students to appreciate each other's maps and contributions. 

 



 

Closure: Discussion and sharing of finished maps. Reflect on the activity and what they learned 
about the needs of a First Nations community. 

Extension: Display the maps in the classroom or school hallway. 

 

Accommodations 
and Differentiation 

Modified Notation _____ 
Peer/Adult Help _____ 
Smaller Steps _____ 
Modified Assessment ______ 
 
Other _______________________  

Buddy System _____ 
Directions Assistance ____ 
Partial Participation ____ 
Extra Time ____ 
Word/image bank ____ 

 
 

 



 
Summative Assessment Tool (rubric): 
 
Standards to be assessed: 
SS.BH4: Examine the progression of specific forms of technology and their influence within 
various societies. 
SS.HIS3.3: Connect past events, people, and ideas to the present, use different perspectives to 
draw conclusions and suggest current implications. 
A.A.Cr.3.e: Cultural, Social, and Historical Awareness: Understand that people from different 
times and places have made art and design for a variety of reasons. 

Content Performance 
Indicators 
Connect, Use, Examine 
 

Cognitive Demand 
 
II. Understand 
III. Apply 
IV. Analyze 
 

Arts Performance Indicators​
 
Understand  

Cognitive Demand 
 
II. Understand 
III. Apply 
IV. Analyze 

 

Components: 

4 ​ Student is able to create and present a highly detailed and original map that demonstrates an 
exceptional understanding of what a First Nations community needs to thrive. The map includes at 
least 6-10 distinct elements such as water sources, hunting grounds, farming areas, homes, 
communal spaces, and cultural sites. 

​ Student is able to use a variety of materials effectively, including drawings, symbols, and labels, and 
provide thorough explanations of each element and its significance during their presentation using 
art and design vocabulary. 

3 ​ Student is able to create and present a map that demonstrates a clear understanding of what a First 
Nations community needs to thrive. The map includes at least 5 distinct elements such as water 
sources, hunting grounds, farming areas, homes, communal spaces, and cultural sites.  

​ Student is able to use a variety of materials appropriately, including drawings, symbols, and labels, 
and provide clear explanations of each element and its significance during their presentation. 

2 ​ With prompting and support, student is able to create and present a map that demonstrates a clear 
understanding of what a First Nations community needs to thrive. The map includes at least 3-5 
distinct elements such as water sources, hunting grounds, farming areas, homes, communal spaces, 
and cultural sites.  

​ With prompting and support, student is able to use  materials appropriately, including drawings, 
symbols, and labels, and provide basic-clear explanations of each element and its significance during 
their presentation. 

1 ​ Student is not able to create and present a map that demonstrates a clear understanding of what a 
First Nations community needs to thrive. The map includes at least 3-5 distinct elements such as 
water sources, hunting grounds, farming areas, homes, communal spaces, and cultural sites.  

​ Student is not able to use materials appropriately, including drawings, symbols, and labels, and/or 
provide basic-clear explanations of each element and its significance during their presentation. 

Feedback: 

 



 

 
Map of Milwaukee print, circa 1835 showing founding fathers, Lake Michigan, Milwaukee, 
Menomonee rivers, and Kinnickinnic rivers (at this time, named Kinnickinnic creek) and First Nation 
villages. 

 



 

 
 

 


