
“YO SOY” POEM
Presentational Writing 

Summative Project



“YO SOY” Poem Project
You will write a poem in Spanish about where you come 
from (in the past) and who you are now (in the present). 
● You will use a template with sentence starters and 

specific requirements for what to write on each line.
● Your poem will include 2 stanzas with 8 lines each. 
● There are 5 steps in this project:

1. Brainstorming
2. Rough draft
3. Proofreading
4. Final draft
5. Butterfly visual



Grading Rubric



Yo soy de un gran refrigerador verde
de las muñecas Barbie y los videojuegos Nintendo
Yo soy de la sopa de pollo con fideos
de los gritos, felices o enojados, de mis hermanos
Yo soy de comer helado mientras mirar televisión con Abuela
del árbol con ramas enormes cerca del río pequeño
Yo soy de buscar un pepinillo de vidrio en el árbol de Navidad
de mi padre Dan y mi mejor amiga Char

Yo soy mi esposo Charles y mi madre Diane
soy leer un libro entero en solo un día
Yo soy los tacos de carne asada con pico de gallo
soy las risas, fuertes y felices, de mi esposo
Yo soy la clase de español
soy las canciones gramaticales y los chistes tontos
Yo soy nunca dejar de aprender 
Yo soy yo
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¡¡OJO!!
This poem, 
like many 
poems, does 
not follow 
traditional 
rules of 
grammar.



“YO SOY” Analysis
As we examine the 

mentor text, identify 
examples of 

descriptive language 
– look for adjectives 

that provide more details 
about people, places, and 

objects. 
You may underline, 
circle, or highlight 

these examples and add 
comments in the blank 
space on the right side.

Yo soy de un gran refrigerador verde
de las muñecas Barbie y los videojuegos Nintendo
Yo soy de la sopa de pollo con fideos
de los gritos, felices o enojados, de mis hermanos
Yo soy de comer helado mientras mirar televisión con Abuela
del árbol con ramas enormes cerca del río pequeño
Yo soy de buscar un pepinillo de vidrio en el árbol de Navidad
de mi padre Dan y mi mejor amiga Char

Yo soy mi esposo Charles y mi madre Diane
soy leer un libro entero en solo un día
Yo soy los tacos de carne asada con pico de gallo
soy las risas, fuertes y felices, de mi esposo
Yo soy la clase de español
soy las canciones gramaticales y los chistes tontos
Yo soy nunca dejar de aprender 
Yo soy yo





“YO SOY” POEM
Presentational Writing 

Summative Project
ETAPA 1 - BRAINSTORMING



“YO SOY” Poem Project
You will write a poem in Spanish about where you come 
from (in the past) and who you are now (in the present). 
● You will use a template with sentence starters and 

specific requirements for what to write on each line.
● Your poem will include 2 stanzas with 8 lines each. 
● You will complete 5 steps in this project:

1. Brainstorming
2. Rough draft
3. Proofreading
4. Final draft
5. Butterfly visual – We will learn more about this after completing our poems

Today you will 
BRAINSTORM ideas 

for your poem.



“YO SOY” Brainstorming
To gather ideas before writing our own poems, use the brainstorming tables on 
page 2 of your packet to reflect on your life and experiences in the past and 
present. The more you write here, the easier it will be to draft your poem!
● Start by listing ideas into categories for your past and your life 

now. Past ideas could include memories of your childhood, family 
traditions, or important events. Ideas for your current life could include 
activities from your daily life at home or school, or even current favorites.

Familiares, amigos, y personas importantes 
(Family, friends, and important people)

Lugares (Places) Libros (Books)
Actividades (Activities) Comidas (Foods)

Celebraciones y tradiciones 
(Celebrations & traditions)

Sonidos (Sounds), sabores (tastes), 
y aromas (smells)



“YO SOY” Brainstorming
When you are chosen, share at least one idea from that 

category with the class. As you listen to your classmates’ ideas, 
feel free to add more ideas to your own lists! 

Familiares, amigos, y personas importantes 
(Family, friends, and important people)

Lugares (Places) Libros (Books)

Actividades (Activities) Comidas (Foods)

Celebraciones y tradiciones 
(Celebrations & traditions)

Sonidos (Sounds), sabores 
(tastes), y aromas (smells)

EN MI PASADO (IN MY PAST)



“YO SOY” Brainstorming
When you are chosen, share at least one idea from that 

category with the class. As you listen to your classmates’ ideas, 
feel free to add more ideas to your own lists! 

Familiares, amigos, y personas importantes 
(Family, friends, and important people)

Lugares (Places) Libros (Books)

Actividades (Activities) Comidas (Foods)

Celebraciones y tradiciones 
(Celebrations & traditions)

Sonidos (Sounds), sabores 
(tastes), y aromas (smells)

EN MI VIDA AHORA (IN MY LIFE NOW)



Brainstorming - REVISE!
Make your ideas more interesting by adding more details! 

➔ Add adjectives to describe the size, color, age, etc. of nouns. 
◆ Make agreement with the noun by changing the end of the adjective!

➔ Add adverbs to describe how, when, or where the verbs happen.
◆ Helpful hint: Many adverbs end in -mente

Familiares, amigos, y personas importantes 
(Family, friends, and important people)

Lugares (Places) Libros (Books)

Actividades (Activities) Comidas (Foods)

Celebraciones y tradiciones 
(Celebrations & traditions)

Sonidos (Sounds), sabores 
(tastes), y aromas (smells)





“YO SOY” POEM
Presentational Writing 

Summative Project
ETAPA 2 - ROUGH DRAFT



“YO SOY” Poem Project
You will write a poem in Spanish about where you come 
from (in the past) and who you are now (in the present). 
● You will use a template with sentence starters and 

specific requirements for what to write on each line.
● Your poem will include 2 stanzas with 8 lines each. 
● You will complete 5 steps in this project:

1. Brainstorming
2. Rough draft
3. Proofreading
4. Final draft
5. Butterfly visual – We will learn more about this after completing our poems

Today you will begin 
the ROUGH DRAFT 

of your poem.



“YO SOY” Rough Draft
Now you will begin writing your own poem. Your poem must 
follow the template in the table below, including the 
required sentence starters (in bold text). You should try to 
include a variety of nouns, adjectives, verbs, and even adverbs 
to make your poem interesting to read.
● Use the poem template and replace the text in the 

(parentheses) with your own writing on the next page. 
● This will be your rough draft, which you will proofread 

and revise before starting the final version of your poem.
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“YO SOY” Rough Draft
● Your poem must be written entirely in Spanish. Use what 

you know and what you have learned in class. Review the 
parts of speech with the Gramática pages in Canvas. 

● Use WordReference.com online 
dictionary for help looking up the Spanish 
translations of words you do not know yet.
○ DO NOT USE ONLINE TRANSLATORS – this is CHEATING. 
○ If you’re looking up every other word in the dictionary, 

you need to simplify your language. 
■ Remember: you’re not an expert… yet!

http://wordreference.com


“YO SOY” 
Rough Draft

Use your brainstorming ideas and 
the poem template to replace the 
text in the (parentheses) with your 
own writing. Remember:
★ Your poem must be written 

entirely in Spanish. Use what 
you know and what you have 
learned in class. 

★ Use WordReference.com for 
help looking up the Spanish 
translations of words you do 
not know yet. DO NOT USE 
ONLINE TRANSLATORS.

http://wordreference.com




“YO SOY” POEM
Presentational Writing 

Summative Project
ETAPA 3 - PROOFREADING



ETAPA 2:
Rough Draft

Use your brainstorming ideas from 
page 2 and the poem template to 
replace the text in the (parentheses) with 
your own writing in Spanish on page 4.

ETAPA 3: 
Proofreading

Work with a partner who is also done 
to edit and revise your poem. 
★ Exchange packets and proofread 

each other’s rough drafts.
★ Use the proofreading checklist    

on the worksheet at the front table.





“YO SOY” POEM
Presentational Writing 

Summative Project
ETAPA 4 - FINAL DRAFT



“YO SOY” Poem Project
You will write a poem in Spanish about where you come 
from (in the past) and who you are now (in the present). 
● You will use a template with sentence starters and 

specific requirements for what to write on each line.
● Your poem will include 2 stanzas with 8 lines each. 
● You will complete 5 steps in this project:

1. Brainstorming
2. Rough draft
3. Proofreading
4. Final draft
5. Butterfly visual – We will learn more about this after completing our poems

Today you will write
the FINAL DRAFT 

of your poem.



ETAPA 4: Final Draft
Create a new Google 
Doc to type the final 
version of your poem, 

using your rough 
draft as a guide. 

Follow the format of 
Señora’s poem: 

2 stanzas with 8 
lines each, written 

entirely in Spanish.
Upload your final 
poem in Canvas.

Yo soy de un gran refrigerador verde
de las muñecas Barbie y los videojuegos Nintendo
Yo soy de la sopa de pollo con fideos
de los gritos, felices o enojados, de mis hermanos
Yo soy de comer helado mientras mirar televisión con Abuela
del árbol con ramas enormes cerca del río pequeño
Yo soy de buscar un pepinillo de vidrio en el árbol de Navidad
de mi padre Dan y mi mejor amiga Char

Yo soy mi esposo Charles y mi madre Diane
soy leer un libro entero en solo un día
Yo soy los tacos de carne asada con pico de gallo
soy las risas, fuertes y felices, de mi esposo
Yo soy la clase de español
soy las canciones gramaticales y los chistes tontos
Yo soy nunca dejar de aprender 
Yo soy yo





“YO SOY” POEM
La mariposa de mi vida

ETAPA 5 - BUTTERFLY VISUAL



¿Por qué una mariposa?
En varias culturas, 

la mariposa es un símbolo 
de la transformación y 

del cambio porque 
estos insectos bonitos 
tienen muchos ciclos 
de vida diferentes.



      Your Task:

Create a handmade butterfly to visualize your past 
and present to represent the ideas in your poem.

Today you will begin planning your butterfly.

Today’s Goal: 
To think about ways to represent your poem and 
start a plan for your butterfly.



La mariposa de mi vida
Think about the questions below.  

Then turn and talk with your group to share your answers.
Explain with at least one sentence each why you answered this way.  

Try to include some of the ideas you wrote in your poem. This will help you to 
think about your poem in further detail and plan for the butterfly project.

1) If you had to pick a color that you see or feel 
when you think of your PAST, what would it be? 
What about your PRESENT?



La mariposa de mi vida
Think about the questions below.  

Then turn and talk with your group to share your answers.
Explain with at least one sentence each why you answered this way.  

Try to include some of the ideas you wrote in your poem. This will help you to 
think about your poem in further detail and plan for the butterfly project.

2) Write three symbols or shapes that would 
represent your PAST and three more that would 
represent your PRESENT.



La mariposa de mi vida
Think about the questions below.  

Then turn and talk with your group to share your answers.
Explain with at least one sentence each why you answered this way.  

Try to include some of the ideas you wrote in your poem. This will help you to 
think about your poem in further detail and plan for the butterfly project.

3) Write three non-material words (feelings / 
emotions) that you think describe your PAST 
and three more that describe your PRESENT. 



La mariposa de mi vida
Think about the questions below.  

Then turn and talk with your group to share your answers.
Explain with at least one sentence each why you answered this way.  

Try to include some of the ideas you wrote in your poem. This will help you to 
think about your poem in further detail and plan for the butterfly project.

4) What patterns (stripes, dots, etc.) and textures 
(smooth, jagged, etc.) best describe your PAST? 
What about your PRESENT?



VERDE was the color of the 
refrigerator.

ROJO was the color of my 
elementary school.

CAFÉ is the color of the 
house where I live.

MORADO is my favorite 
color right now.

HELADO DE VAINILLA 
represents the time I spent 

with my grandma.

UN MAPA represents all of 
the places I want to travel 

to in the world.

LA FELICIDAD represents 
the happiness I felt playing 

games with my siblings.

EL ESTRÉS represents the 
stress that I feel having 

more responsibilities now.

SPIKY LINES represent the 
big, sometimes difficult, 

changes in my childhood.

A BUMPY TEXTURE 
represents the changes in 

my career as an adult.



                  Balance

Symmetrical Balance
• The work of art is the same on both 

sides (a mirror image of itself)

• This could represent less change in 
your life

Asymmetrical Balance
● The work of art has unequal  visual 

weight,  but the use of the elements 
creates balance

● This could represent more change in 
your life



      Color
• Primary

– red, yellow, blue
• Secondary

– orange, green, purple

• Warm
– red, orange, yellow

• Cool
– green, blue, purple

• Analogous
– three consecutive colors on the wheel
– ex: purple, red, orange

• Complimentary
– red/green, yellow/purple, blue/orange



      Your Task

Your Goal:
Create a handmade butterfly to visualize your 
past and present to represent your poem.
• Focus on including art elements 

of balance and color
– Choose art elements that 

will best share your message.
• Use your poem and thumbnails as inspiration


