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Revisions to USP/ General Education Requirements

UW Core General Education Requirements (CGER)
Proposal for UWO, Effective Fall 2026

Context

As part of the 2025 state biennial budget (Wisconsin ACT 15), the Universities of Wisconsin
will adopt a common framework for general education requirements. This framework
establishes six broad categories totaling 30-36 credits to be implemented beginning Fall
2026.

The USP Leadership Team has analyzed how UWQO’s current general education program
aligns with the new framework, identifying areas without direct alignment, and determining
where institutional choices must be made (e.g., number of courses, total credits,
subcategory rules).

UWO Proposed Alignment to CGER Framework

Based on current general education requirements (recently updated through working
group recommendations and governance approvals), the following is proposed for UWO
alignment:

Table 1. Proposed mapping to Core General Education Requirements (CGER) Framework

CGER Category Name * Attr. Min Credits  [# Courses
Math & Quantitative Reasoning MQR 3 1
Communication & Literacy (COMM 111, WRT 188, oL 9 3
\WRT 288)

Natural Science & Wellness (must include 1 lab NSWL,

course) NSW / 2
Humanities & Arts (two disciplines) HA 6 2
Social & Behavioral Science (two disciplines) SBS 6 2
Civics & Perspectives (met by a GC or GS or ES cp 3 1
course)

Totals 34 11




*Courses may not carry more than one CGER attribute.

e Students entering in F26 will follow the CGER; continuing students will follow the
general education (USP) requirements of their catalog year. Students may optto
change catalog years as is currently allowed.

e General education courses will carry the new CGER attributes- MQR, CL, NSWL,
NSW, HA, SPS, CP.

e Note: XM, XC, XN, XL, XS, XK, Q1, Q2, and Q3 will not be used for students entering
in F26; ES, GC, GS, FYE, and SYE would be non-CGER attributes. (See Table 2)

Table 2. Attribute crosswalk for in-progress students

Current Attb. *Fall 2026 look for...
Explore Math XM MQR
COMM 111 n/a COMM 111 (CL)
WRT 188 n/a WRT 188 (CL)
WRT 288 XK WRT 288 (CL)
Explore Nature (with lab) XL NSWL
Explore Nature (without lab) XN NSW
Explore Culture XC HA
Explore Society XS SBS
Global Citizenship GC, GS GC, GS
Ethnic Studies ES ES
Quest 1 Q1 FYE
Quest 2 Q2 SYE
Quest 3 Q3 SYE

*Attributes in bold are CGER attributes.

Rationale for Proposed CP Courses

The current proposal calls for current GC, GS, and ES courses to fulfill learning outcome
for the Civics and Perspectives CGER category.
« Well-established learning outcomes exist for these areas, so they can easily be
adopted for Fall 2026.
« Once we have used the new categories for a year, we can come back to see if we
want to add or subtract areas for this category. An obvious candidate would be
Sustainability.



e« Double attributed courses (ex. XC/ES, XS/GC, etc.) that would need CGER
mapping. Proposal would require these courses to be mapped to either Humanities
and Arts (HA), Social & Behavioral Science (SBS), or Civics and Perspectives.

o Single attributed courses - standalone ES and standalone GC/GS - proposed to
map to CP

Rationale for Change in number of required credits

The proposed alignment of UWO’s general education classes results in a total of 11 classes
and 34 credits. This is a change of the current total of 37 credits for general education
courses. The new system CGER framework does not allow for more than 36 credits in the
program.

Changes to FYE/SYE

Changes to Quest |, Il, and Il for Fall 2026 were approved by governance in Spring 2025.
Quest | courses were approved to become First-Year Experience (FYE) courses, while
Quest Il and Ill courses were approved to become Second-Year Experience (SYE) courses.

Because of CGER, a few changes must be made to these designations.

e Both FYE and SYE designators will be used as UWO attributes, not CGER attributes.

o These designators will represent pedagogical practice in designated
courses.

o They will provide a way for UWO to track high impact practices/experiential
learning

o FYE and SYE courses will be highly recommended but not required.

e The prerequisite for SYE courses of WRT 188 should be removed.

o The prerequisite made sense as part of the entire general education program
as a way to ensure that students moved the curriculum smoothly and to
align second-year curriculum.

o Now that SYE courses will not be part of the required general education
program, the blanket prerequisite for all SYE courses should be removed.
Programs and instructors can decide whether their courses should have
WRT 188 as a prerequisite.

Changes to Sustainability Requirement



e The General Education Revisions approved in Spring 2025 included a new
requirement of one sustainability class with an attribute of SU.

e Thatrequirement must be revised as it does not fit directly into the new CGER
framework.

e This proposal recommends waiting until Fall 2026 to assess whether SU should be
included under the CP requirement.

Change to Transition Year Requirement

e Remove the requirement that Transfer students with 15+ credits take USP 200:
Transition-Year Experience for entering Fall 2026 students. Also, remove it for all
students from previous bulletin years.

e Rationale: the CGER framework states that transfer students must have the same
requirements as students who started at the campus. The course causes enough
confusion for current students, and is not so much different from information they get

elsewhere, that it is not really useful to continue as a requirement.



General Education Requirements Starting Fall 2026, approved Spring
2025

FYE - 1% semester

Will also fulfill (XL) or (XC) or (XS) - 3-5 credits
OR USP 200 for transfer student with +15 credits

SYE- 3" or 4™ semester (recommended)
3-5 credits — will also fulfill (XL) or (XC) or (XS)
Not required for transfer students with 15+ credits

First-Year Writing
3 credits- WRT 188 or 110 (Honors)

*Developmental Writing may be needed (100/99)

Speaking
3 credits- Comm 111 or 112 (Honors)

Explore Math (XM)
*Developmental Math may be needed (100/101/103/84)

Explore Lab Science (XL)(XN)
7-8 credits required (need at least 1 (XL) Lab Science)

Explore Culture (XC)
9 credits required from at least two different disc.

Explore Society (XS)
9 credits required from at least two different disc.

Ethnic Studies (ES)
3 credits — may overlap with (XC) or (XS)

Global Citizenship (GC)
3 credits — may overlap with (XC) or (XS)

Sustainability Requirement (SU)
3 credits — may overlap with (XC) or (XS) or (XL) or (XN)

Second-Year Writing
3 credits - WRT 288 or 310 (Honors)

37 total credits required



CGER Starting Fall 2026

CGER
Category
MQR Mathematics and Quantitative Reasoning
One course general education course in Mathematics or quantitative reasoning. 3
credits min.
*Developmental Math may be needed (100/101/103/84)
CL Communication and Literacy
9 credits, 3 courses
First-Year Writing
3 credits- WRT 188 or 110 (Honors)
*Developmental Writing may be needed (100/99)
Speaking
3 credits- Comm 111 or 112 (Honors)
Second-Year Writing
3 credits - WRT 288 or 310 (Honors)
NSWL, Natural Science and Wellness Lab Science
NSwW 7 credits required (need at least 1 (XL) Lab Science)
HA Humanities and Arts
6 credits required from at least two different disc.
SBS Social and Behavioral Science
6 credits required from at least two different disc.
CP Civics and perspectives

3 credits met by a GC, GS or ES course

34 total credits required

GC, GS, ES, FYE ad SYE will be UWO designators but not CGER designators




