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WRST may soon be affiliated
with Wisconsin Pubic Radio, if no
other solution can be found tosolve
a summer and school break staff-
ing problem.

A student operated radio sta-
tion, WRST serves both the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Oshkosh and
the Oshkosh community. Because
it is student run, the station has
staffing problems during the sum-
mer and over university breaks.

“WRST has an obligation to be
on theair,” UW Oshkosh Chancel-
lor John E. Kerrigan said. “Four
‘months out of the year, the burden
of staying on the air falls on the
shoulders of Ben Jarman (director
of radio services). That is not a
consistent way to run a program.”

If the station does affiliate with
WPR it would not become a full
public station, however it would
carry public programing from 5
a.m, until 1 p.m. daily anditsregu-
lar programing until 2 a.m. Cur-
rently, WRST goes on the air at
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7:30 a.m. and goes off at 2 a.m.
The lost air time would mean less
time for students to be on the air
learning,

The morning format would
change from a “local news service
to a news service based out of
Madison,” Jarman said. “Oshkosh
This Morning,” a half hour news

WRST may add public radio

Format change eyed for student operation, Chancellor approves

with the (Oshkosh) Northwestern.”
Titan TV and WRST have been
major parts of the radio/TV/film

- program. “The stations are an

opportunity for students to gain
experience,” said Robert Snyder,
former radio/TV/film coordinator.
“If a portion of the programming
is being scheduled by WPR, stu-

show produced by students and
the four hours of classical music
that now fills WRST’s morning
will be replaced by “Wisconsin
Ideas,” a topical discussion news
show.

“Right now, students run the
station,” said Mike Glaser, student
director of WRST. “It would be a
shame to take that away from
people. It’s a lot like saying the
Advance-Titan should be affiliated

"I think WPR should be the last
resort solution to the problem,”

Doug Heil
—Radio/TV/film Coordinator

dents are not gaining the program-
ming experience,”

Besides programming, the sta-
tionalso allows students manage a
staff and budget for all aspects of
the station. “Having students run
the radio station encourages and
fosters student leadership,” radio/
TV/iilm Coordinator Doug Heil
said.

Some problems with this struc-
turing are going to occur. “Stu-

dents are not professionals; if they
were, they wouldn’t be here,” Heil
said. “The station is going to have
some rough edges.”

“I think WPR should be a last
resort solution to the problem,”
Heil said. “I’'m not sure we’re at
that point yet. WPR will make us
more professional, but we would
lose our identity in the process. If
we put ourselves in the shadow of
Madison, we're giving up a lot.”

“There are ways of dealing with
the problem without surrendering
valuable time and resources to
someone outside of the campus
community,” Snyder said.

The station is looking into other
alternatives. The radio/TV/film
program is undergoing an aca-
demic review process this year.
The curriculum as well as the ra-
dio and television stations will be
evaluated by the Dean of S udents,
the College Faculty Committee and
a consultant from Ohio State Uni-
versity. No changes will be made
before the review is complete,

see WRST page 2
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which will not be until the star of
next year. All options will be fully
explored at that time.

Other options include buying
satellite programs and’ recording
shows during the school year and
playing them again during the

suminer,

Implemcntjngsatellitepmgrmn—
ingmaynotbefeasible, asWRST’s
funding comes entirely from allo-
cations. Heil said another problem
with the WPR proposal, alloca-
tions for the station might be cut
back with the decreased air time.
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Aller 36 interviews in 35 hours
and 11 on-campus interviows, in-
cluding UCL A and Vanderbilt, the
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh
Wwas Sumita Furlong’s final choice
to become the Resident Hall Di-
rector for Clemans Hall,

Furlonginterviewed with James
Chitwood, director of the Uw
Oshkosh Residence Lifs at the
National Association for Student
Personnel Administrators confer-
ence, which had a placement cen-
ter also.

She then met with Linda
Johnson,assis!antdircctorofResi-
denceLife, inan on-campus inter-
view. After meeting with Johnson,
she made her decision quick.,

“I was hesitant to move so far
away from Kentucky, from my
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(System) has a good reputation for
Residence Life Programg.”

A recent graduate from the
University of Loulsville n student
activities, Furlong was the presi-
dent of the International Club
(similar (o the Multicultural Edu-
cation Center), and heavily in-
volved in student activities on the
campus,

Furlong, 28, is a native of Cal-
cutta, India. Before she came fo
the United States, she said she had
a good career as a journalist with a
political news magazine,

However, “I wanted more...[
wanted to travel,” Furlong said.
“IfIwereto stay inIndia, I wouldn’t
have gotten enough financial re-
sources to travel.”

“Peaple in the United States are
S0 ready to teach me,” Furlong
said. “I want (o give something
back, and that’s why I'm involved
with student activifies.”
Beginning in Clemans Hall, and

Sumita Furlong dicusses policy with a st
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and the city in general, Furlc
hopes o spread the iden of oo
munity. "

“Here, 'mtrying 1o build
community through sharing o
sacrificing,” Furlong said, Ho
ever, being in the United States f
only five years, she doesn’t ful
understand the problems kids gre
upwith here (in the U.S.), she sai

The United Statesis so idealisy
cally opposite from my countr
Furlong said. “There is a clas
between the Eastern and Wester
cultures. In the West, it’s ‘look o1
for myself’; and in the East, i’
‘Others come first,””

“Communication,” Furlony
said, “can work so well in break
ing the invisible barrier that grows
between people.”

Furlong eventually wants to earr
a PhD. But for now, she said she
Wwants to settle down and get expe-
rience and make some positive
contributions,
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