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WASAH Lesson Plans  & Reflective Narrative Project
Year 3 – 2010-11 School Year
All participating teaching scholars in the WASAH project are required to perform historical research and complete a written lesson unit/series of lesson plans and a narrative description relating to the development of their lesson plans or unit.  The written work product must include:

· One lesson unit or a series of lesson plans that links directly to historical content and curricular or teaching strategies covered during the 2009 summer institute and 08-09 activities; AND

· A narrative account of your research and investigations into the specific historical content topic and teaching/curricular strategies that you are featuring.
By April 23, 2010, please submit both components of the written work product (in either MS Word or Adobe pdf format) either: (1) as an attachment in an email to Jeffrey Pickron at pickronj@uwosh.edu; or (2) by uploading the files into a “Dropbox” found on the WASAH course site within UW Oshkosh’s D2L site (www.uwosh.edu/d2l).   These electronic versions of your work product will eventually be posted onto the WASAH Plone site and shared for the benefit of your colleagues.
The Lesson Plans or Unit:

The lesson plans or unit may take any shape you wish but should provide essential information regarding how you plan to incorporate what you’ve researched and learned into the classroom, including the following:

1. Targeted grade levels of students and names of courses that you will use your unit/plans in

2. Any specific group of targeted students (i.e., academically at-risk, gifted and talented, etc.)

3. Summary of what activities students must complete, and what students will experience

4. The primary content-based theme and historical methods and resources utilized

5. The specific WI Model Academic Standards for History and any district-based academic/curricular standards that the unit/plans align with

6. List of primary and secondary sources, computer hardware, software and other technologies utilized, and other classroom resources used

7. Description of the specific performance rubrics and instruments for assessing student mastery of U.S. history content, use of historical thinking methods, and the degree to which your classroom activities utilize historical thinking and student-centered learning principles.  

8. Description of any experiences while initially implementing and refining your lesson plans/unit.
The Reflection Narrative:

In 6-8 double-spaced pages, please address the following:

1. Historical topic and teaching method or strategy: Define the historical topic, technological and archival skills that you have pursued.  What interested you in the topic and/or teaching methods?  What questions or problems did you wish to address?  What knowledge or skill did you hope to gain?  What different perspectives did you gain regarding your specific historical topic?

2. Textual references: List and discuss the relevant articles and books that helped guide your study and acquisition of skills.  What new insights into a topic or teaching strategy did you gain from these sources?

3. Collaborative experiences: Discuss how your participation in follow-up workshops, online discussions, and collaboration with other WASAH participants and presenters helped shape your work.  How did what you learned from these experiences complement what you learned from the readings you discussed above?

4. In-service experience: Briefly discuss the results of your in-service outreach or training to colleagues.  When and where did you hold your in-service session?  How many colleagues attended this session?  What did your colleagues gain from your presentation?

5. Introduction to lesson plans or unit:  Briefly describe the lesson plans or unit that you will implement or have implemented in the classroom.  How could -- or did -- your lesson plans or unit help students better understand and appreciate American history?

6. Increased Knowledge & Skills: Briefly describe the extent to which your written work project and other WASAH activities – (a) increased your content knowledge of specific freedom-based historical topics and events; (b) increased your knowledge of and capacity to conduct and analyze historical research, including the use of primary and archival sources; (c) increased your historical thinking skills; (d) assisted with learning and using new or additional lesson plan and instructional delivery strategies and methods; and (e) helped you to incorporate historical thinking and student-centered learning concepts into your classroom.  

Your grade for graduate credit

Upon the successful completion of your written work product you will receive either a grade for three graduate credits in History at the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh or a stipend of $700.  Final course grades will be based on the completeness and quality of your written lesson plan and reflection narrative (50%) and your overall participation during the WASAH summer institute and subsequent workshops and seminars (50%).
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