February 14, 2009 WASAH Seminar

CESA 9 – Tomahawk

Presenter: Joel Sipress, UW Superior, Dept. of History
Title: Thinking Like a Historian:  Content and Critical Thinking in the Teaching and Learning of History

Summary of Presentation: The teaching of history at both the secondary and post-secondary level has often been characterized by a pedagogy of “coverage” that emphasizes student mastery of a body of material.  Recently, by contrast, historians have begun to emphasize the importance of teaching students to think like historians.  In this workshop we will discuss the relevance of this emerging pedagogical model for teaching and learning history at the secondary and primary level.  Can students at the primary and secondary level learn to think like historians in ways that are age appropriate and consistent curricular content goals?  If so, how?

Recommended Readings:

1.  Article from The History Teacher, Vol. 37, Issue 3, entitled, “Why Students Don’t Get Evidence and What we can do about it,” found at www.historycooperative.org/journals/ht/37.3/sipress.html 

2. Article by Joel Sipress and David Voelker entitled “From Learning History to Doing History: Beyond the Coverage Model.”  (pdf file found on the Plone site.)






