Discussion Questions

Stanley Schultz Session

“Spanish American War”

LEARNING OBJECTIVES—“Stepping Onto the Stage of World Power”
1.  Discuss the major reasons for an increasing demand among many different groups during the late 1800s for the United States to develop an empire.

2.  Identify the initial steps Americans took toward empire.

3.  Describe the immediate reasons for U.S. entry into the Spanish-American War and the immediate results of the war for the nation.

4.  Explain the principal arguments favoring imperialism and those opposing imperialism in the aftermath of the Spanish-American War.
ONLINE SOURCES FOR SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR
1.  “Learn About the United States Becomes a World Power,” module at website of Digital History:  http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/modules/worldpower/index.cfm
2.  “The World of 1898:  The Spanish-American War” at Library of Congress website:  http://www.loc.gov/rr/hispanic/1898/intro.html
3.  New York Public Library, “A War in Perspective, 1898-1998:  Public Appeals, Memory, and the Spanish-American Conflict” at:  http://www.nypl.org/research/chss/epo/spanexhib/page_2.html
4.  Luis Martinez-Fernández, “The Birth of the American Empire as Seen Through Political Cartoons (1896-1905), OAH Magazine of History, vol. 12, #3 (Spring, 1998) online at:  www.oah.org/pubs/magazine/1898/martinez-lesson.pdf
5.  Library of Congress, “The Spanish-American War in Motion Pictures,” at:  http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/sawhtml/
6.  The Spanish-American War website:  www.spanamwar.com/
Discussion Questions
Lisa Poupart Session
“Teaching Wisconsin First Nations History, Sovereignty and Culture”

1) What are good resources for teaching about Wisconsin American Indian Nations? 

2) How can teachers determine if books and materials are reliable and authentic? 

3) How can we teach about American Indians in a meaningful way?  
Discussion Questions
Andrew Kersten Session

“Fighting for Freedom on the Job…”

1)  Why did Eugene Debs become a Socialist?

2)  What was Elizabeth Gurley Flynn's life like? What were her main accomplishments (in the readings) and what sacrifices did she make?

3)  Why did Flynn advocate sabotage?

4)  Describe the fight between George Meany and A. Philip Randolph?

5)  What did the 1963 March on Washington mean to Randolph?

6)  Describe the Freedom Budget.

7)  When he looked back on his life, what did Randolph see as important?

8)  What effect -- you you think -- did corruption have on the labor movement?

9)  Why did Cesar Chavez become a labor organizer?

10)  Compare Chavez, Randolph, Debs, Flynn, and Hoffa. How were they similar? How were they different?

Discussion Questions
 Jane Pederson Session

“The Gilded Age Challenge to American Freedom”

1. How is freedom defined or redefined in the Gilded Age?
2. What social or political structures are essential to freedom?
3. What are the changing social conditions of freedom?
4. What are the boundaries of freedom in the Gilded Age?
5. How does the justice system inform the meaning of freedom in this period?
6. How do immigrants define freedom in rural and urban locales?

Discussion Questions
 Vince Lowery Session

“Wilmington Race Riots of 1898…”

1. How do politics in 1890s North Carolina illustrate what C. Vann Woodward described as "forgotten alternatives" of interracial cooperation after Reconstruction?  How did Democrats break up the state's interracial coalition in 1898?

2. What effects did the 1898 Wilmington Race Riot have on African Americans living in the Port City?  North Carolina?  The South?  The rest of the nation?  

3. Would it be accurate to describe the riot as the true end of Reconstruction?

Discussion Questions
 Jim Feldman Session

“Treaty Rights and Civil Rights: Wisconsin’s Walleye War”

1. Why was the Walleye War so controversial? Why did it engender so much passion?
2. What are "Hidden Transcripts" and how are they found and made visible?
3. Should treaties signed in the 19th century still have the force of law?
4. What is the impact on society when some citizens define their rights differently than others?

Discussion Questions
 Michelle Kuhl Session

“Women in the Progressive Era: Power & Paradox”

1. How did women in the progressive era define women and women’s responsibilities?  How is that different from modern day assumptions about women?

2. In what ways did women successfully expand their public presence and demands on the state?  What strategies did they use?

3. Compare the goals and strategies of white and black women in this era.  
Discussion Questions
 James Schmidt Session

“Young Workers and the Violence of Industrial Freedom”

1. What defines childhood and children, adulthood and adults?

2. Was the prohibition or restriction of child labor and expansion or a contraction of freedom?

3. What do we mean by “law,” and how does the legal process shape freedom?

4.  Why is modern life so violent? What is the relationship between danger and freedom?

Discussion Questions
 Ken Ristow Session

“Understanding by Design: Using the ‘Backward Design’ Model in U.S. History”

Some Questions We Will Consider:
Stage 1:

1)  What are the state standards that form the core of historical instruction especially with your focus on “freedom”?

2) What are the essential questions and enduring understandings that we want all citizens to wrestle with when we think about “freedom”?

3) Given that we can’t teach history in all its richness, what are the core events, concepts, and people as we organize our historical units with “freedom” in mind?  Can there be an agreed upon “core”?
Stage 2:

4) What kind of evidence would a student need to present to us to show they are “guilty of competence” in the standards outlined in the first three questions above?
Stage 3:

5) What methods & materials would support students achieving competence as outlined in question 4?

6)  Are our texts sufficient to the task? What else would we need? What obstacles present themselves?

7) Are there ways to offer student choice without losing rigor as discussed in question #4?

Discussion Questions
 Jon Kasparek Session

“Populists & Progressives: Critics of America’s Gilded Age”

1) What did Populists want to change about the economic and political systems?  Why?  Who supported these changes and who opposed them, and why?  

2) What did the Progressives want to change?  Why?  Who supported them and who opposed them, and why?  

3) How might the ideas of both groups be interpreted as a rational challenge to national conditions?   How might they be interpreted as an emotional response to immediate conditions?  

4) What did these two movements accomplish?  

Discussion Questions
 Jerald Podiar Session

“Lincoln’s Road to the Emancipation Proclamation…”

1. Is it consistent with the “American” character to perform a moral act for morally ambivalent reasons? Should motives matter, or only the deed itself?
2. What were the arguments in favor of Lincoln announcing the Emancipation Proclamation in September 1862? What were the arguments against it?
3. How did FDR’s road to entering World War II compare to Lincoln’s road to issuing the Emancipation Proclamation? Did they employ the same reasoning, principles, and strategies?
4. Were there other instances in the history of the United States when Americans advanced the causes of equality and freedom for morally ambivalent reasons?
5. Is “American freedom” a universal value? Does it have universal application? Are there different ways to define it? Is “freedom” a value that that should always be “expanded”? Can we draw a distinction between freedom at home and freedom abroad? 

Discussion Questions
 Glen Jeansonne Session

“The Great Engineer Fights the Great Depression: Individualism & Government Activism”

1. What similarities were there between Hoover’s program and the New Deal?  What differences?
2. What in Hoover’s background qualified him to be President?  Was he better or less qualified than other Presidents?

3. What stereotypes exist about the Hoover presidency?

4. What is the role of personal responsibility in unemployment?  In ending a depression?  

5. Why cannot government alone end a depression?  What role does voluntarism play in economic hard times?  What have we moved away from this?

6. Was Hoover right in believing that a decentralized role in solving problems worked best?
7. In calling upon the generosity of Americans to help fellow Americans, was Hoover being realistic?

8. What did Hoover mean by American individualism?  What role did he believe individuals played in determining their own fate?

9. In the 1932 campaign, FDR attacked Hoover for spending too much money and creating a huge government bureaucracy.  Was their fair or even honest?

10. Could any president have solved the Depression in one term?

11. In what respects does the Great Recession of 2008-09 resemble the Great Depression of the 1930s?

Discussion Questions
 Troy Reeves Session

“Now What?  Incorporating Oral History into the Classroom”

1) What is oral history?  Does it differ from folklore, journalism, ethnography?

2) Can oral history work in the classroom?  If so, how has it or how do you envision it working?

3) Can oral history be taught as a "one size fits all" method?  Or do you trainers need to cater their approach to the audience, i.e. students or teachers?

4) What tools do teachers need to teach oral history to students?

Discussion Questions

David Voelker and Jeff Pickron

Tim Tyson Book Discussion Session

How does Tyson's narrative change your perception of the civil rights movement and race relations in the south?







