Abraham Lincoln Documents on Race and Slavery
Speech at Peoria, Illinois, Oct. 16, 1854  (Collected Works, 2:255)  [on the Kansas-Nebraska Act]

This declared indifference, but as I must think, covert real zeal for the spread of slavery, I can not but hate.  I hate it because of the monstrous injustice of slavery itself.  I hate it because it deprives our republican example of its just influence in the world—enables the enemies of free institutions, with plausibility, to taunt us as hypocrites—causes the real friends of freedom to doubt our sincerity, and especially because it forces so many really good men amongst ourselves into an open war with the very fundamental principles of civil liberty—criticising the Declaration of Independence, and insisting that there is no right principle of action but self-interest.  

Republican Convention, Springfield, June 1858


A house divided against itself cannot stand.  I believe this government cannot endure, permanently half slave and half free.  I do not expect the Union to be dissolved, I do not expect the house to fall—but I do expect it will cease to be divided.  It will become all one thing, or all the other.  
First debate with Stephen A. Douglas at Ottawa, Illinois, August 21, 1858.  (Collected Works  3:16)

I have never said anything to the contrary, but I hold that notwithstanding all this, there is no reason in the world why the negro is not entitled to all the natural rights enumerated in the Declaration of Independence, the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. I hold that he is as much entitled to these as the white man. I agree with Judge Douglas he is not my equal in many respects---certainly not in color, perhaps not in moral or intellectual endowment. But in the right to eat the bread, without leave of anybody else, which his own hand earns, he is my equal and the equal of Judge Douglas, and the equal of every living man.  
Fourth Debate with Stephen A. Douglas at Charleston, Illinois September 18, 1858.  (Collected Works 3:145-146).

I will say then that I am not, nor ever have been in favor of bringing about in any way the social and political equality of the white and black races - that I am not nor ever have been in favor of making voters or jurors of negroes, nor of qualifying them to hold office, nor to intermarry with white people; and I will say in addition to this that there is a physical difference between the white and black races which I believe will forever forbid the two races living together on terms of social and political equality. And inasmuch as they cannot so live, while they do remain together there must be the position of superior and inferior, and I as much as any other man am in favor of having the superior position assigned to the white race. I say upon this occasion I do not perceive that because the white man is to have the superior position the negro should be denied everything. 
Speech at Cooper Union, NYC, 1860


Wrong as we think slavery is, we can yet afford to let it alone where it is, because that much is due to the necessity arising from it actual present in the nation; but can we, while our votes will prevent it, allow it to spread into the National Territories, and to overrun us here in these Free States?    
Letter to Horace Greeley, August 1862  


My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and it is not either to save or destroy slavery.  If I could save the Union without freeing any slave, I would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it, and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others alone, I would do that.
To a delegation of free Baltimore blacks who visited the White House, Sept. 7, 1864

 
I can only now say, as I have often before said, it has always been a sentiment with me that all mankind should be free.  
