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» Teaching for Understanding

» Backward Design Process

* “BigIdeas” and “Essential Questions”
* Central Role of Assessment

* Decisions about reading, assignments, activities, etc., come
last.




Backward Design Process

COURSE GOALS

What are my top learning priorities for students? ASS_ESSMENT ST,RATEGY
What core understandings (and skills) —» Inform —p What will student learning look like?
should students develop? How will students demonstrate learning?

What will they be able to do?

W

Inform

X

TEACHING & LEARNING PLAN
What will students read, etc.?
What assignments will students do?
What lectures will I give?

What activities will we do in class?

Adapted from Wiggins and McTighe, Understanding by Design

Course Outcomes

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

Contrary to popular lore, historians are not mainly encyclopedias of dates and names. Rather, we
use the available sources from the past to understand the significance of historical events and to look
for meaningful patterns and connections. In that spirit, this course will center on inquiry into the
following key questions. These questions will doubtless suggest many other questions, few of which
will have a single, simple answer.

1. What do historians do? How do they approach the past? How do they learn about the past?
‘Why might the study of history be valuable?

2. How did America change between the height of the Anasazi and Mississippian civilizations
(about one-thousand years ago) and the time of the American Civil War in the early 1860s?
What major forces—demographic, biological, economic, technological, military, cultural, etc.
best help explain these tremendous changes?

3. How was political, social, and economic power distributed in British North America and in
the early United States, from the 1600s to the Civil War? Who exercised the most power, and
how did the dominant groups justify and maintain their power? How did this power shift?

4. What political ideals helped build support for the American Revolution and the founding of
the United States? How did these ideals shape the governance, culture, and economy of the
early United States, and how did they contribute to major conflicts, such as the Civil War? How
did these ideals evolve over time?




Defining Historical Thinking

Contrary to popular lore, historians are not mainly
encyclopedias of dates and names. Rather, we use the
available sources from the past to understand the
significance of historical events and to look for
meaningful patterns and connections. The main work
of historians, then, is interpreting and arguing. In that
spirit, this course will center on inquiry into the
following key questions. These questions will
doubtless suggest many other questions, few of which
will have a single, simple answer. Nevertheless,
historical interpretations do not boil down to mere
“opinion”—they are rooted in evidence—and I will
require you to provide support for your interpretations.

Course Outcomes: Skills

ESSENTIAL SKILLS

In addition to evaluating your understanding of the core issues above, I will assess your ability to:

read and interpret primary sources (documents from the time period being studied).
explain and evaluate historical interpretations and arguments.
express and support your ideas in writing and in public discussion.
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think historically, with attention to context, multiple perspectives, and complex causation.
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Essential Questions for Units 1 & 2

Unit 1: Old Worlds Collide || Essential Questions:

1. How do historians create historical narratives and interpretations?

2. What was North America like during the centuries before 1492? How did American Indian
societies compare to and contrast with European societies?

3. How and why did Europeans come to settle in America? How and why were they able to
secure land and eventually thrive?

4. How did American Indians continue to shape American history after European arrival?

5. How did the British-American colonies develop, socially and economically, up to the 1750s?

6. What are some common misconceptions about the “colonial period”? Why might this
distant period still be considered relevant today?

Unit 2: Making a Nation || Essential Questions:

What long-range and short-range causes help explain the American Revolution?

To what extent were the American Revolution and Constitution democratic? How did the
revolutionaries try to adhere to the concept of “popular sovereignty”?

How did antebellum democracy develop? What were its achievements and limitations?
Explain the “market revolution” and its impact on antebellum politics.

What implications did the American Revolution and market revolution have for white
women? For American Indians? For enslaved African Americans and slavery itself?

6. How did religious liberty develop in the new republic?
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European Exploration

By the end of this class, vou should be able to:

1. Explain why and how Europeans came to “discover” America.

2. Explain the significance of the exploratory voyages of Cristoforo
Colombo (a.k.a., Cristobal Colon and Christopher Columbus).

3. Describe any prior knowledge that you may have regarding
Pocahontas and early Virginia. (So you are prepared to modify
what you already know, if necessary.) <<< This is a discussion
question tied to a Class Portfolio assignment.

For and Against Instructions

DIRECTIONS: For the statement given below, use the available
space to write a brief paragraph that summarizes the best evidence
that you can give FOR the statement. Then, write another brief
paragraph that summarizes the best evidence that you can give
AGAINST the statement. (Label the sections as “For” and
“Against.”’) Be as detailed as possible. Include approximately 6-7
separate points, with as much balance between the two sides as the
statement permits. Include only accurate evidence. Do not
exaggerate the facts. Explain how the evidence you present supports
or undermines the statement. Write legibly in complete sentences.

Do not use bullet points.




Sample “For and Against” Statements

* Christopher Columbus discovered the New World in 1492.

* Colonial New England was a much better place to live than
colonial Virginia.

* The early United States was a Christian nation.

¢ Slavery was the main long-term cause of the Civil War.

Sample
Exam

Response T R

1. Christopher Columbus discovered a New World in 1492, (Required)

. N . . v SETREAALT At i S SICLLVTE
FoRk! There cwe QU YRESENS BT Curayas [ ~ »

€ comtd Be Gnridored nems” BACGUAR thy LUwRALAY

Ve e .
Ve A eivered @ e LG d ThaX WDt DY Wecwion TS eesiyrh oy Soment

¢ ) e LATRd Y 2 -
ST G MU EmOus sl S WGl £ TECATRS WA NI ek =

W contd Ba sRem

Yo SO gt D CCOT TS e
Vau g .
N 4 admm <l “e 3L RS | Gt tS, ond plopi
ey Ca S
\ ety
X it om0 E EECAT TG G Yavg YA Cowopes s ¥

T w(5ivT. Bevemm  Fimtdian, Y™ comMingnr  woal e’ Be caangn r s

3 T il Traay o esiagh

FEMYIGa S [(PAVIE Cunty O, @ 3T00aU L Thar Cuwn Serrfigonantd v GTewY Sy

™ Wy - Touoh Nl
Aq'\u“‘.‘ ROty Trive Ore mmbwaey e’ ceodent “
5 A phet
a a o Fare T Lolhovmmiu S 01 e 9 Clnvinec -
el A et £ O Nt ST <

N CRAEnT 4T O bl v reeRiTey ha Ly |
TR A A G G BTNy NEA G o d

. st e AAAL N e\t
. . P s Yo retsn O ey Sualeey
PEMENE S e med St Civerdd Neso

3 N A DALY N
¢ c - . VS Ay Lo s CeamPARN Ay
SeCand W vewbivg Th Vi Eiaad Covered 1 Y C

v Sedt cb o covws woer, ard habk wwgy o(tekoliihoc seiae
CramTivmtn ke S
ettt vvant. Qo T 1 oy PR S e ity ™y sl o m ¢
¢ £ A g g o YL 5

A e VA e Gy T AreLiyY Lo YA &0 S W

T \\‘\'\\-'ts.bi‘ut“‘ s Seuenes.
ST @eiph . A D Thaw Coanos amay( -

TR he e v < o EvE ~ e L3 AE N CERY
s A SN ~xel Ve e e TS, ane 1
< Shoed 2 o Y
T i
veri e ¥, Trau v e T Thewiln & o e € e Viden YRl SO el oty
DA S0 T, e L ane L S £ -




1. Christopher Columbus discovered a New World in 1492, (Required

AGAINST: Christopher Columbus did not discover a new
world in 1492. The people who truly discovered “the New
World” had been living there for thousands of years. In fact
they had been living there for so long that it wasn’t a new
world at all, but an old world. As far as Europeans are
concerned, Christopher Columbus wasn’t the first to
discover the continent. The Vikings had been there far
sooner but had shown little interest in the land. The ironic
thing is Columbus died before ever understanding what it
was he had found.




