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Circle the type of technology used in lesson.

· Web Quest

· Web Search

· Virtual Tour

· E-mail

· Computer assisted simulation game

· Learning software program
· CD ROM

· Power Point

· HyperStudio

· Web Page

Other:  Video camera

Is the lesson conducted in a technology rich classroom or in a computer lab?  Explain:

The lesson took place in both the computer lab and the classroom settings.  One teacher took part of the class to the computer lab to do research on the Internet.  The other teacher stayed with the rest of the students in the classroom to help them learn how to videotape themselves and use the classroom computer for Internet research.


RATIONALE FOR LESSON

During this lesson, the teachers separated the class into four reading groups according to ability level.  Each group was assigned a project that related to “Island of the Blue Dolphins” by Scott O’Dell, the story that the class read as a group prior to this lesson.  Project number one included learning how to operate a video camera because they had prior experience with using the Internet and had expressed an interest in filming themselves before the project began.  Projects two, three, and four included learning how to use the Internet as a research tool because these students needed more practice in this area before they enter middle school in the following one or two years.

LINK TO UNIT GOALS


While working on any of the projects, students had the opportunity to learn more about the elements of the story “Island of the Blue Dolphins.”  In project one, students were able to empathize with the characters of the story.  In project two, students learned about the ecology of the setting.  In project three, students acquired the history of and various interesting facts about the Channel Islands, the setting of the story.  The students completing project four chose to learn more about the culture of the ethnic group that the characters were a part of.  By participating in these projects and observing the finished products of other groups, the students were able to understand how the characters’ background and circumstances along with the setting can affect the perspectives and experiences of the characters in a story.

LESSON OBJECTIVES


Project One:  Interview with Karana and Ramo
1. To acquire empathy for the characters in the story “Island of the Blue Dolphins.”

2. To examine the perspectives and experiences of the characters in “Island of the Blue Dolphins.”

3. To identify the significant feelings and events that the characters experienced.

4. To organize and present a news program with an interview format.

5. To work cooperatively in a group.

6. To learn the basics of the operation of a video camera.

Project Two:  Kelp Forest Mural
1. To research and learn about the ecology of a kelp forest.

2. To represent a kelp forest by creating a mural.

3. To organize an informational report about kelp forests.

4. To work cooperatively in a group.

5. To use the Internet as a research resource.

Project Three:  Island Tours Research and Travel Brochure
1. To gain knowledge of the history and geography of the Channel Islands.

2. To identify information about the Channel Islands that would be useful for tourists.

3. To summarize the historical, geographical, and tourist information to be used in a travel brochure.

4. To use designs and pictures on the brochure that would stimulate human interest.

5. To work cooperatively in a group.

6. To use the Internet as a research resource.

Project Four:  Inquiry Project
1. To brainstorm topics related to the story.

2. To gather interesting information about a story-related topic of choice. 

3. To present the information in an organized format.

4. To work cooperatively in a group.

5. To use the Internet as a research resource.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES

Introduction to the Lesson

Day One:

1. The teacher will explain to the students that they will be working on a long-term project in their reading groups that is related to the last story that they read as a class, “Island of the Blue Dolphins.”

2. To connect the lesson to previous learning, the teacher will review the story elements by having the students participate in a whole class discussion.

3. To stimulate interest about the reading projects, the teacher will explain that all of the projects are very special because each group is working on a different project.  To make it exciting for the students, the expectation of each group keeping their project a secret from the rest of the class will be set.  The whole class will get to find out what each other’s projects are on the final day of the lesson, when each group presents their project to the class.

4. To begin the project, the teacher will pass out sheets that explain the assignment to each group of students.  

5. The students will meet in their reading groups to read their assignments and to create a plan for their projects.

Development of the lesson

Day Two:

1. Teachers will instruct students on how to research using the Internet or on how to use a video camera.  

a.  One teacher will stay with the students completing Project One in the classroom and show the students how to load the battery and tape, demonstrate how to zoom in and out, and explain the record, stop, play, rewind, and fast forward buttons and functions.  The students will take notes if needed.  
b. The second teacher will take the students doing Projects Two, Three, and Four into the computer lab and instruct them on how to perform an Internet search.  Each student will have his or her own computer and the teacher’s computer will connect to the overhead screen.  The teacher will explain the different search engines and how to select one, show them how to type in a web address, and how to use search terms in the search box.  The students will follow along and perform each step on their own computers, taking notes if necessary.
Days Three, Four, Five, and Six:


1.  Students will work in groups making plans, assigning tasks to individual group members, doing Internet research, writing scripts, drawing, creating their final products, and practicing their presentations.  One teacher will accompany students to the computer lab and the other will remain in the classroom with the rest of the students.  Teachers will assist with Internet searches, monitor the behavior and progress of individual groups, help to involve all students in the project, and advise groups about the content of their final presentations.    


Culminating Activities

Day Seven:

1. Groups will make their final presentations in front of the class.  The teachers will 

evaluate the projects by considering their observations of group work during days one through six, watching the final presentations, and reviewing the projects individually after the presentations.  The projects will be rated on how well each group fulfilled each of their objectives on a scale of one (being the lowest) to five (being the highest).  Each group will have received a list of their specific objectives to be fulfilled before the due date.

Subject: Reading  	Grade Level: 5/6


Time Required: Seven, one-hour class periods








