Winnebago Sustainability Project Course Revision
COMM111: Fundamentals of Speech Communication
Lisa Slawter Volkening, Department of Communication
I participated in the 2011 Winnebago Sustainability Project in order to revise my course,
COMM111: Fundamental of Speech Communication, an introductory public speaking class
required for all students at UW-Oshkosh. Although my area of research expertise is
environmental communication, and I have taught upper-level courses on this topic, I had not
previously engaged sustainability in a substantial way in COMM111. My revised COMM111
course will use the broad topic of “sustainability” as a context for introducing students to the
study of communication and public speaking. Specifically, I will integrate sustainability as a
topical theme that appears across the four main speaking assignments, as well as through in-class
examples and applications of public speaking concepts.
Students will complete four speaking assignments related to the topic of sustainability:
1. Speech of Introduction: After a brief introduction to the concept of “place” as a way to
understand how humans interact with the environment to create cultural landscapes,
students will introduce themselves to the class using a “place” of their choice.
2. Informative Speech: Students will give an informative speech about a person, project,
organization, movement, or product that works toward the development of a more
sustainable future. When selecting their topics, students will be encouraged to think
broadly about sustainability as including not just environmental, but also economic and
social dimensions.
3. Special Occasion Speech: As a class, we will design and select the criteria for a
sustainability award. Each student will then select an individual or group to present this
award to in a speech of presentation at a mock award ceremony.
4. Persuasive Speech: Students will identify problems created by unsustainable practices in
society and attempt to persuade their classmates to take action on sustainable solutions to
address the problems. This speech assignment will focus on advocating for concrete
actions that individual students can take to create a more sustainable world.
In addition to these speech assignments that focus specifically on sustainability, I will
incorporate examples and applications related to sustainability into my lectures. In the past I
have used some sustainability topics to illustrate course concepts (for example, I use the topic
“how to ride the bus in Oshkosh” to demonstrate how a variety of organizational patterns might
be used to communicate a message), but I will work to infuse more sustainability examples into
class. Finally, I will encourage attendance at campus and community speaking events related to
sustainability through an assignment that requires students to complete a written critique of a
speech outside the classroom.
By using sustainability as a context for the study of public speaking, I hope to broaden students’
understanding of sustainability and provide them with an understanding of how the written and
oral communication skills we practice in class may be applied outside the classroom to engage
real-world challenges.

