English 214
American Literature II (1865-present):
Place, Inequalities, & American Identities
Spring 2012
Instructor: Douglas Haynes
Office: Radford 204
Phone: 920-424-0914
Email: haynesd@uwosh.edu
Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:30-12 & by appointment
English Department website: http://www.english.uwosh.edu/
Required Text:
Baym, Nina et al., eds. The Norton Anthology of American Literature. Eighth Edition.
New York: WW Norton, 2011.
Supplemental Online Resources:
 Norton Anthology of American Literature Student Website:
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/naal8/
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/naal7/
 Modern American Poetry:
http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/
Course Description: This course surveys the literature and literary history of the United
States from 1865 (the end of the Civil War) to the present, focusing on writers concerned
with how place and inequality shape American identities. This means that we will
read, discuss, and write about many authors quickly to gain an overview of diverse
American writers’ attempts to answer the following questions:
 How have people’s experiences of place (including physical environments and
human communities) in the United States influenced what they think it means to
be an American?
 How have people’s experiences of inequalities (including but not limited to
racial, economic, and gender inequalities) in the United States influenced what
they think it means to be an American?
 How have Americans both praised and critiqued their places and resisted and
critiqued inequalities in U.S. society?
While we read our course texts, we will attempt to answer these questions, and our
responses will provide the basis for our discussions and writing. By focusing on the
influences of place and inequality on American identities, we will chart representations
of two defining features of the American experience—the land and the ideal of
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equality–and how they have shaped American literature in the past 150 years.
Throughout American history and literature, both the land and the ideal of equality
have been held up as central to how we understand ourselves as Americans and to the
formation and continuation of American democracy. Therefore, immersing ourselves in
these two aspects of American identity will shed light on how well American society
has lived up to its ideals and ultimately lead us to consider whether the American
democratic experiment is sustainable (in other words, whether it creates a socially-just,
economically-viable, and ecologically-sound society in perpetuity).
By the end of the course, we will have sampled literary voices from a wide variety of
places and kinds of people (including women, men, and people of different races,
ethnicities, and sexual orientations). As critical readers, we will be careful not to overgeneralize about groups of people, however, being ever-mindful that pieces of literature
are primarily acts of individual imagination not necessarily meant to stand for collective
experiences or points of view.
As a survey, this course is also designed to familiarize you with major genres of
American literature since 1865. We will become acquainted with the different qualities
and possibilities of lyric and narrative poetry, the essay, the novel, drama, and the short
story. This course is not intended to provide an in-depth examination of these genres
but rather give you a taste of all of them, and we will pay attention to how different
genres may provide different ways to portray the influences of place and inequality on
the imagination and construction of American identities.
Class Format: Classes will combine lecture, multi-media presentations, and large-group
and small-group discussions to ensure collaboration and opportunities for everyone to
speak. Everyone must participate. Occasionally, the reading will be difficult. This
means that your participation may often be in the form of questions to the class rather
than observations or ideas. Questions about the meaning of specific passages will be
especially helpful in guiding our close-reading in class, so please feel that all questions
are valid. Not understanding a text is no excuse for not participating. Assume that if
you don’t understand, then others don’t understand either. Asking specific questions
does the whole class a service; your goal should be to ask questions every week.
As a humanities component of your liberal arts education at UW Oshkosh, this course
also involves intensive writing. You will be expected to devote significant time in and
out of class to both informal and formal written responses to the course texts. To help
you with your writing, we will utilize online writing resources and in-class writing
workshops. These tools—along with feedback on your writing from your instructor—
will improve your writing in this course and prepare you for further writing in your
life, future workplace, & college career.
Course Goals: Through completion of this course, students will strive to:
 Develop analytical reading skills through the study and discussion of course
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texts and through writing about course texts.
 Improve writing skills by drafting multiple versions of personal narrative and
analytical argument essays, studying model essays, and responding to both peer
and instructor feedback on writing.
 Gain confidence, precision, and clarity of oral expression in contributing to class
discussions and small-group work.
 Increase understanding of the ways place and inequalities have shaped
American identities and use this understanding to reflect on one’s own identity
and place in American society, as well as the sustainability of American
communities.
Coursework:
 Class Participation: This will include vocal contributions to large-group and
small-group discussions, as well as bringing occasional written questions and
question responses to class. An ‘A’ class participation grade cannot be earned by
just attending all classes. Exemplary class participation involves coming to class
prepared to share your questions and ideas about the assigned readings; making
connections between the readings and your life and other texts and pop culture;
and prompting class discussions. Your participation grade can also be improved
by attending extra-credit co-curricular events, which will be announced
periodically throughout the semester. Your class participation grade will account
for 15% of your final course grade.
 Final Exam: An in-class, final examination will include a choice of two essay
questions related to major themes of the course. This exam will account for 15%
of your final course grade.
 Personal Essay: This assignment asks you to tell a story in the first-person about
your own experiences of place or inequality and reflect on how they have shaped
your sense of who you are. This 3-4 page essay should tell a personal story with
vivid sensory details and anecdotes of things that have happened to you. In
addition, your personal response essay should make connections with at least
three assigned readings from the course. To make these connections, identify
and quote or paraphrase specific passages from at least three texts that either
resonate with your own experiences or contrast with them somehow. The first
draft of this essay will be due on Thursday, April 26th. The final draft of this
essay will be due on Tuesday, May 8th. This essay will account for 20% of your
final course grade.
 Analytical Argument Essay: This 4-5 page essay should make a specific
argument about how a particular assigned course reading or pair of readings
represent(s) the influence of place or inequality on (an) American identity. Your
essay should have a clear thesis statement and use quoted and paraphrased
evidence from the text(s) to support your argument. You may choose the
reading(s) you write about, but you must sign-up for your essay subject in
advance. The first draft of this essay is due by the beginning of the class period
after it is discussed in class. If you do not hand-in your first draft during the class
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period after its subject is discussed, you will not receive credit for handing-it-in.
After you receive feedback on your essay, you may revise it as many times as
you like. Your revision can be turned-in for your final grade anytime until March
27th. No essay revisions will be accepted after March 27th. If you do not turn-in a
revision, your initial grade will be your final grade. This essay will account for
25% of your final course grade.
 Reading Journal: In order to document your personal responses to the readings
and questions about them, you will keep a double-columned reading journal in a
bound notebook. This journal should follow the format and content guidelines
distributed during the first week of class. Your journal will also include informal,
in-class writing. In order to track your progress with the readings, I will collect
your journal twice during the semester without prior notice. This means that you
should have completed journal entries on the reading due for every class
meeting, and you should bring your journal to every class. I will also collect your
reading journal during the last week of class. Each time your journal is collected
it will receive a check (adequate), check-plus (outstanding), or check-minus (not
adequate). Your reading journal will account for 25% of your final course grade.
Final Course Grade Scale:
A
= 93% - 100%
AB
= 88% - 92%
B
= 83% - 87%
BC
= 78% - 82%
C
= 73% - 77%
CD
= 68% - 72%
D
= 63% - 67%
Attendance, Late Work, & Writing Assignments: Since this is a discussion-based
course, your attendance at every class meeting is crucial. If you miss class, you will
inevitably miss valuable information and insights that will help you succeed in your
coursework. In-class discussions and writing assignments cannot be made up. Your
class participation grade will be reduced by one letter grade for every absence over two.
Anyone with more than six absences will automatically fail the class. Please sign-in at
the beginning of every class. If you arrive in class late, it is your responsibility to sign-in
after class. If you come more than 10 minutes late, you will not be allowed to sign-in.
Assignments will not be accepted after their due date. If you know you are going to
miss class on a day a written assignment is due, it is your responsibility to submit that
assignment early. Early assignments, like all assignments, will NOT be accepted via
email. All written assignments should be handed-in typed, on paper, in MLA format.
Classroom Climate: In order to maintain an atmosphere conducive to learning, we must
treat each other respectfully. Hateful language will not be tolerated. Treating each
other respectfully also includes leaving the distractions of everyday life outside of the
classroom. Cell phones, i-pods, laptops and other electronic devices detract from everyone’s
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learning experience, and if you use them in class, you will be asked to leave.
Plagiarism and Unauthorized Collaboration: Presenting other people’s ideas and
language as your own is not only dishonest and academically counterproductive, it is a
serious offense punishable by the disciplinary codes of the university. You should
familiarize themselves with the Plagiarism Policies and Procedures on the following
website: http://www.english.uwosh.edu/henson/res_doc/plagiarism1.html
Syllabus: This schedule of readings is subject to change. Use the author’s name and title to find
the reading in the anthology. You are responsible for reading each author’s biography before the
listed text, as well. All readings should be completed by the date they are listed.
1.31: Introduction to the course
2.2: Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, chapters 1-10
2.7: Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, chapters 11-25; Selections in “Critical
Controversy: Race and the Ending of Adventures of Huckleberrry Finn” (310-323)
2.9: Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, chapters 26-Chapter the Last
2.14: Walt Whitman, “The Wound-Dresser,” “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard
Bloom’d”
2.16: Charles W. Chestnutt, “The Wife of His Youth” & W.E.B. DuBois, “The
Forethought” & “Of Our Spiritual Strivings”
2.21: “Debates Over Americanization” (1132); Frederick Jackson Turner, from The
Significance of the Frontier in American History; Theodore Roosevelt, from The Strenuous
Life; Albert Beveridge, from The March of the Flag
2.23: Helen Hunt Jackson, from A Century of Dishonor; Sarah Winnemucca, from Life
Among the Piutes
2.28: Mary Austin, “The Land of Little Rain” & “The Scavengers”
3.1: Sara Orne Jewett, “A White Heron” & “The Foreigner”
3.6: Emma Lazarus, “The New Colossus”; Jane Addams from Twenty Years at Hull-House
3.8: Upton Sinclair, from The Jungle
3.13: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” & “Why I Wrote ‘The Yellow
Wallpaper’”
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3.15: Essay revision workshop and review of first half of the course.
SPRING BREAK
3.27: FINAL DRAFT OF ANALYTICAL ARGUMENT ESSAY DUE. Willa Cather, My
Ántonia (Introduction-Book II)
3.29: Willa Cather, My Ántonia (Book III-V)
4.3: Robert Frost, “Mending Wall,” “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening,“ “Out,
Out--”
4.5: Claude McKay, “The Lynching”; Jean Toomer, “Blood-Burning Moon”
4.10: Carl Sandburg, “Chicago”; Langston Hughes, “Visitors to the Black Belt,” “Madam
and Her Madam,” “Theme for English B”; Claude McKay, “Harlem Shadows,”
“America”
4.12: Sylvia Plath, “Daddy”; Lucille Clifton, “wishes for sons”; Sharon Olds, “I Go Back
to May 1937” & “My Father Speaks to Me from the Dead”; Jamaica Kincaid, “Girl”
4.17: Edward Abbey, “Havasu” & Dorothy Allison, from Mean Stories & Stubborn Girls
4.19: John Crawford, “The Last True Story I’ll Ever Tell”
4.24: James Wright, “Autumn Begins in Martin’s Ferry Ohio,” “A Blessing”; Philip
Levine, “Animals Are Passing from Our Lives,” “Detroit Grease Shop Poem,” & “Fear
and Fame”
4.26: FIRST DRAFT OF PERSONAL ESSAY DUE. Gloria Anzaldua, “El
sonavabitche”; Louise Erdrich, “Dear John Wayne”
5.1: Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman
5.3: Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman
5.8: FINAL DRAFT OF PERSONAL ESSAY DUE. Review for final exam.
5.10: Final exam.
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