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Dr. Vivian Foss FALL 2010
Dept of English
www.english.uwosh.edu
WBIS 188, section 15
12:40-1:40 MWF
NE 230
WBIS PROGRAM GOALS: The
Writing-Based Inquiry Seminars
(WBIS) will help students
strengthen their writing, reading,
and thinking skills within an
academic context that will prepare students for their future college work. The goals and objectives of the
Writing-Based Inquiry Seminar program are the following:
•

•

•

•
•

Writing process strategies. Students will develop a set of strategies to generate ideas and to
revise and edit their writing through successive drafts. In addition, students will engage in critical
reflections of their texts and of their writing processes. Students will also become aware of how
the relationships between audience, purpose, context, and genre shape the meaning and function
of any text, including their own.
Synthesis of sources. Students will gain practice with analytical and argumentative writing, both
of which necessitate an ability to integrate sources logically and grammatically; to use summary,
paraphrase, and quotations appropriately and effectively; to use the appropriate documentation
style; and to meet academic expectations of grammatical and mechanical correctness in final
papers.
Critical analysis. Students will develop skills in critical evaluation and decision-making. This will
involve evaluating one's own writing and the writing of peers and professionals. Students will also
be faced with evaluating different sources of information, which may include print media, film, and
the Internet, as well as primary sources.
Technology. Students will learn to use available writing technologies effectively. They will learn
to efficiently locate and evaluate information found through online sources.
Collaborative work. Students will learn to work cooperatively within groups to make decisions
and to solve problems.

Textbooks:
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Stephen Crane. The Open Boat and Other Stories. Rpt. 1993.
rd
Lester Faigley. The Brief Penguin Handbook with Exercises and with Access. 3 ed. 2009. (Buy “With
Access” edition.)
Paul Greenberg. Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food. 2010.
Jennifer Hoffman. Science 101: Ocean Science. 2007.
Sebastian Junger. The Perfect Storm. 1997.
William Langewiesche. The Outlaw Sea. 2004.
Miriam Toews. A Complicated Kindness. 2004. (Required in First Year Program for all students in all
sections.)
Requirements:
• Attendance. Missing more than three classes will reduce grade. Missing more than eight classes
will result in automatic failure in the course.
• Participation in class discussion. Conferences with the professor.
• All assigned writing must be turned in on the date due. Late papers will lose points.
• Students in each WBIS section, regardless of theme, will compose a minimum of 5000 words per
semester (approximately 20 typed, double-spaced pages). Of this total word count, students will
submit to instructors 3000 words (approximately 12 double-spaced pages) for feedback and
response. Of these 3000 words, two assignments must be sustained analyses of 750 words or
greater (approximately 3 double-spaced pages each).
In other words, 5000 word total per student, per semester, of which 3000 words are submitted to
instructors for feedback and response (graded or ungraded), of which 1500 words are incorporated into 2
formal analytical works of 750 words each.
Significance of the Course: Although oceans cover much of the earth's surface, we here in the Midwest
often think of them as distant and insignificant to our lives, except as a destination for a beach vacation.
Yet the truth is that the oceans and the resources they harbor are now under siege from both human
greed and environmental change. The oceans are among our last great wild places, without national
boundaries, and governed by unenforceable international agreements. As a result, the oceans are subject
to the insults of waste dumping, oil spills from mineral exploitation, wasteful discard of unwanted fish, and
overfishing to the point of precipitous decline of the majority of species netted for human consumption.
Moreover, the vastness of the oceans makes them the setting for piracy on the high seas, often involving
badly maintained ships that pose environmental threats.
Then too, industrial fishing is widely perceived as America's most dangerous occupation. In addition,
global warming is changing the marine environment in unpredictable ways. Are these problems ones for
scientists or politicians or naval authorities? Can our seas continue to be self-governing? How can we
balance the traditional independence of the people who fish with our responsibilities towards our greatest
resource? Why should we who live in the Midwest care about what happens on the oceans?
Order of Assignments:
Sept 8-10
Introduction, Diagnostic Essay
Sept 13-17
Mayday PBS Documentary Film Mayday! Lost at Sea (fishing communities)
Read chapter one of Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food (fish sustainability)
Sept 20-24
Read chapter two of Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food
Sept 27-Oct 1 Essay due on Mayday! (200-300 words) Sept 29
October 4-8
Read chapter three of Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food
Watch documentary PBS: A Fish Story: Gloucester, Massachusetts (fishing communities)
Read Chapter Four of Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food
Research Skills and Drafting Research Essay
October 11-15 Discussion and Library skills workshop
Quiz on October 11
October 18-22 Open Class Discussion of Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food
Oct 25
First 750 word research essay due October 25
on Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food
on the theme of sustainability of commonly commercially marketed fish
Video from PBS: The Blue Planet
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Nov 1-5

Nov 8-12
Nov 15-19
Nov 22
Nov 29-Dec 3

Dec 6-10
Dec 13-17

3

Stephen Crane’s “The Open Boat” (hubris in fishing communities)
Essay due on “The Open Boat” Nov 5
Reading in Oceans 101
Reading in Oceans 101
Quiz on Wednesday November 3 on Oceans 101
Read The Perfect Storm (danger at sea, hubris, fish sustainability, fishing communities)
Essay due on The Perfect Storm November 15
Read from The Outlaw Sea (danger at sea)
Read from The Outlaw Sea
Read from The Outlaw Sea
Research Work: Second 750 word research essay due Dec 1
on Mayday!, “The Open Boat,” The Perfect Storm and The Outlaw Sea on
the theme of the sustainability of fishing communities
Read and discuss A Complicated Kindness (difficulty of changing community traditions—
i.e., the first-year common reading, but another take on community values)
Keep a journal
Read and discuss A Complicated Kindness
Keep a journal; Quiz on December 15

Class Format and Activities: In-class activities will include listening to short lectures; participating in
group discussions in which we raise and explore questions in an open-ended fashion---i.e. not expecting
specific answers to emerge; watching videos; and short periods of writing. Attendance and participation
are absolutely mandatory. You are expected to meet with the professor during office hours or by
appointment to discuss your work occasionally; the meetings contribute to your class participation grade.
Suggestions for papers will attempt to provide ideas, inspiration, and challenge. These essays will provide
opportunities to review our reading, lectures, and discussions and for students to explore their reactions
in depth. Quizzes give students the opportunity to show that they have done the reading.
Rules about Late Papers and Missing Quizzes and Class Participation:
• All papers are due at the beginning of the class period on the day assigned or they will be
considered late and result in the loss of half a letter grade per day.
• Because this class emphasizes direct student interaction, regular attendance is mandatory for
passing the course. Absence of more than three classes will affect your grade.
• Excused absences are for documented medical emergency or for university events. Students
who miss extended periods of class even because of illness should drop the course in a timely
fashion because of the emphasis on discussion.
• Everyone is expected to participate actively in discussion, and it counts significantly in the
grading. Learning to participate effectively in groups is critical to success in the workplace. .
• There are no make-up quizzes. If you miss the quiz, you may get a zero.
• You are encouraged to schedule an appointment with the professor to go over a draft of papers in
advance of the due date. Also make use of peer tutoring at the Writing Center.
Why It Is Important to Participate in Class: Participating Builds Confidence: Building Confidence
and Developing Ideas in Class Discussion: Successful class discussions require trust and honesty .The
purpose is to encounter others' responses, generate new ideas, provoke a more thoughtful or complete
understanding, rather than to transfer information as fact. The most important class activity at some class
sessions will be participating in lively and group discussions. Participate actively, because discussion
counts in grading. Be a good listener so that you can point out the connections between your ideas and
others who have spoken. Ask questions. Respect and explore other people's ideas even when you
disagree. Class discussion is another way of conveying information, and it is just as important as the
professor's lectures or the reading.

Overall Expectations for Success:
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Good writing skills, including organization, clarity, and technical skills
Evidence of thoughtful engagement with the reading, discussions, lectures, videos, web sites
Understanding of the facts and ideas presented in the reading assignments, class presentations
and lectures
Completeness and comprehensiveness in both class discussion and written work
Demonstration of original thought in intellectually responsive and energetic critical thinking
Timeliness, energy, commitment to "making the class work" for all students
Absolute honesty and integrity
Keeping up with all daily reading assignments

Grades (note that total words may exceed minimum requirement):
In-Class and Journal writing
(Total 2,000 words)
3 quizzes @ 5% each
(Total 1,000 words)
October 11, November 3, December 15
2 formal analytical works of sustained analysis of 750 words
@ 20 % each
(Total 1,500 words)
October 25, December 1
3 papers of 200-300 words each @ 10% each (Total 600-900 words)
Papers due: September 29, November 5, December15

15%
15%
40%
30%

University Grading Scale:
A (93-100; 3.83-4.00)
A- (90-92; 3.50-3.82)
B+ (87-89; 3.17-3.49)
B (83-86; 2.83-3.16)
B- (80-82; 2.50-2.82)
C+ (77-79; 2.17-2.49)

C (73-76; 1.83-216)
C- (70-72; 1.50-1.82)
D+ (67-69; 1.17-1.49)
D (63-66; 0.83-1.16)
D- (60-62; 0.50-0.82)
F (0-59; 0.00-0.49

Contacting the Professor: Here are several ways to reach me. One easy way to reach me is by e-mail
at foss@uwosh.edu. My new policy this semester is to check my e-mail once a day, sometime between
4:00-6:00 pm. On days when the university is closed because of furlough or when I am required to be on
because of furlough, I will not be checking my e-mail at all, in order to be in compliance with university
policy. When you write, be sure to use your university e-mail account, because messages from other email program will appear as spam and will not be read. Proof read your e-mail--use a subject line to
identify your purpose, and write in complete sentences without jargon or colloquial language.
Academic Integrity: The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh is committed to a standard of academic
integrity for all students. The system guidelines state: "Students are responsible for the honest completion
and representation of their work, for the appropriate citation of sources, and for respect of others'
academic endeavors." (UWS 14:01, Wisconsin Administrative Code) See also the Dean of Students
website: www.uwosh.edu/dean/conduct.htm
Disclaimer: Because of class interests or time constraints, particular assignments may be modified or
changed in the best interest of the students as determined by the professor. Information on this D2L is as
accurate as possible at the time of posting. Thank you for your understanding of any changes that may
be necessary throughout the term.

