I. Solid Waste Management
1. Introduction: Solid waste is generated by every part of the campus. It
includes materials purchased by the university, materials carried in from offcampus, and materials grown on campus. Solid waste from UW Oshkosh is
destined for landfills, and is currently trucked long distances because of a tricounty landfill agreement.
The amount of solid waste produced can be cut in a number of ways that can be categorized by
the “3R’s”: Reduce, Re-use, or Recycle. Reduce refers to conservative practices that cut back
the amount of materials used and wasted. Re-use refers to passing along items that can still serve
a function, be valued by another user, or have salvageable parts. Recycling is the reprocessing of
saving used materials and forming them into new products; composting is a form of recycling for
biodegradable materials. To illustrate printing paper solid waste can be cut by double-sided
printing (Reduce), saving bad print jobs for scrap paper notes (Re-use) or setting it in the
recycling bin when finished. The 3R’s prevent useful material resources from being wasted,
reduces the consumption of raw materials, reduces energy usage, and reduces associated
greenhouse gas emissions required to generate virgin product.
2. Goal: Reduce production of municipal solid waste by 30% from 2000 levels by 2012.
3. History of Recycling
UW Oshkosh has had an operational recycling program since the early
1980’s. Currently, the campus recycles paper, newspaper, cardboard,
printer cartridges, oil, cans, bottles, and scrap metal. UW Oshkosh
recycles approximately 10% of its total solid waste stream, which places
it at the low end of regional campus recycling efforts.
Recently, campus recycling efforts have been hampered due to contamination of recycled
materials with other waste. Where contamination has occurred, the entire load is rejected to the
landfill, negating the recycling efforts of most of the campus community.
4. Action Plan
Initial Consideration:
• Develop a Solid waste Management Plan that includes responsible disposal of municipal
and hazardous wastes, increases re-use and recycling, and works with other elements of
the campus to reduce the amount of solid waste created.
o Create a 3-R’s (reduce, re-use, recycle) oversight committee. Membership should
include students, faculty and staff. The committee will be tasked with developing
policies and programs, provide oversight of 3R’s efforts, and report on recycling
performance relative to campus generation of municipal solid waste.
o Add more recycling receptacles, especially outdoor stations (currently lacking on
campus).
o Develop infrastructure and confidence in information technologies (e.g. university
servers and portable media; backup software) that can reduce printing and
photocopying (and their production of waste paper).
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To create incentives for students to reduce paper use in computer labs, change
printing policies to “pay as you go” cost charging beyond a reasonable number
of pages; reduce that level as electronic storage technology improves.
Recycle at all campus events such as athletic competitions, concerts and
graduation ceremonies.
Get campus involved in green recycling competitions amongst campus groups or
with other institutions, such as a Recycling Olympics.
Develop policies and collection sites for harmful and hazardous consumer wastes
(e.g. batteries, electronics, light bulbs, paints/polishes/removers, cleaners,
lighters, medicines, etc.).
Enhance Residence Hall recycling and re-use efforts, especially on move-in and
move out days. Provide bins for food, clothing, shoes, furniture, computers, CD’s,
paper, cardboard, etc…..

Within Three Years:
• Develop a campus wide education effort geared toward the 3R’s that includes e-mails,
posters, and fliers. Inform campus of how they can help the campus reach its goal of a
30% reduction in the campus solid waste output.
Future Consideration (Five years or greater):
• Replace single-side printers with double-side printers, and install scanners to replace
(some) uses of photocopiers, and thus reduce paper consumption.
• Eliminate take-away food containers that cannot be recycled or composted (e.g.,
Styrofoam cups, most plastics, aluminum foil) and replace with recyclable plastics,
biodegradable (plant-based) plastics, and unwaxed paper products.
• Compost all garden waste.
• Create a campus wide rummage sale to increase re-use.
• Institute “pay as you throw” trash removal policies for dormitory residents, retail
operations on campus, and other units; may require special equipment (though a low
tech solution is to sell standard bags with tags).
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