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Second, the drill will be a true, end-to-end test
involving interruption of broadcast radio, TV
and cable stations and tone-alerting of the test
Scheduled for Thursday April 19, 2012
watch and warning on NOAA Weather Radios
There are two new and
(also known as Emergency Weather Radios).
important changes to the
This is an historic first in Wisconsin. The tor2012 Tornado Drill.
nado warning at 1:45pm will last about one minFirst, the drill times have
ute on radio and TV stations across Wisconsin.
changed with all counties
(The drill will also occur at the same time in
participating in the mock
Minnesota and will be broadcast on radio and
tornado warning at the
TV stations in that state as well). When it is
same time.
done stations will return to normal programDRILL SCHEDULE:
ming. Television viewers
1:00 pm – National Weather Service issues a
and radio station and emermock tornado watch for all of Wisconsin (a
gency radio listeners will hear
watch means tornadoes are possible in your
a message indicating that
area. Remain alert for approaching storms).
"this is a test.”
1:45pm - National Weather Service issues
mock tornado warning for all of Wisconsin (a
This is a great opportunity for
warning means a tornado has been sighted or
you to practice your tornado
indicated on weather radar. Move to a place of emergency plan with family, friends, and cosafety immediately).
workers. Hundreds of schools will also partici2:00 pm - END OF MOCK TORNADO
pate in the drill. Then during tornado season,
WATCH/WARNING DRILL
Listen, Act and Live. Don’t ignore watches
If actual severe weather occurs anywhere in the and warnings. Listen and take action. Every
state on April 19, the tornado drill will be postsecond counts. Don’t wait… go to a safe place
poned until Friday, April 20 with the watch/
right away!
warning issued at the same time.

2012 Tornado and Severe
Weather Awareness Drill
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Tornado Safety at Home, Work, or at Play
Listen, Act, and Live
We’ve all heard it a thousand times but here it is again!
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In a home or building, avoid windows. Move to a basement, and get under a sturdy table or
the stairs. A specially-constructed "safe room" within a building offers the best protection. Use an
internet search engine and search for "safe room" for more information.
 If a basement is not available, move to a small interior room or hallway on the lowest floor
and cover yourself with anything close at hand: towels, blankets, pillows. If possible, get under a
sturdy table, desk or counter. Put as many walls as possible between you and the storm.
 If caught outdoors, seek shelter in a sturdy building. If you cannot quickly walk to shelter, get
into a vehicle, buckle your seatbelt and drive to the closest sturdy shelter. If flying debris occurs
while you are driving, pull over and park. Now you have two options as a last resort: - Stay in the
vehicle with the seatbelt on and place your head below the windows. - If you can safely get noticeably lower than the roadway, exit the vehicle and lie in that area, covering your head with your
hands. Do not seek shelter under an overpass.
 Mobile homes, even if tied down, offer little protection from tornadoes. You should leave a
mobile home and go to the designated storm shelter or the lowest floor of a sturdy nearby building.
At school, follow the drill. Go to the interior hall or room. Crouch low, head down, and protect the
back of your head with your arms. Stay away from windows and large open rooms like gyms and
auditoriums.
DO YOU KNOW THE SAFE AREAS IN THE BUILDINGS THAT YOU LIVE AND WORK IN?

Frequently Asked Questions about
the Tornado Test
How does the National Weather Service deliver this
tornado test and real tornado watches and warnings? They use something called the Emergency Alert
System.
What is the Emergency Alert System (EAS)? EAS is
a national public alert and warning system that enables
the President of the United States to address the
American public during extreme emergencies. Alerting
authorities like the National Weather Service can also
use the state and local EAS to send alerts and warnings to radio and television stations, cable television,
and NOAA Weather Radios (also known as Emergency
Weather Radios).
Why do this test? The National Weather Service,
Wisconsin Emergency Management and the Wisconsin
Broadcasters Association felt it was important to allow
the public to truly test their NOAA Weather Radio receivers which can only be activated using a real Tornado Warning code. The Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) required a waver for this Live Code
Testing to be conducted. This code also triggers the
alert to air on broadcast radio, TV and cable stations.
The ultimate goal of any drill is to test all electronic systems that alert Wisconsin citizens for impending severe
weather that can result in the loss of life and property.
Conducting a live, end-to-end drill accomplishes this
goal by tone-alerting watches and warnings on NOAA
Weather Radio and broadcasting them through media
outlets.
What Can I Expect to Hear/See? The test may look
like regular, local EAS tests that most people are already familiar with, but there will be some differences in
what viewers will see and hear. The audio message will
repeat “This is a test.” The video message scroll may
not indicate “This is a test” due to programming limitations. The message will last for approximately one minute and then regular programming will resume.
Where Will I Hear/See the Test? On all participating
radio, television, cable providers (who are called EAS
Participants) and NOAA Weather Radios.
When Will the Test Occur? April 19th at 1:45 PM
(central time). That is the same time the test will be
conducted in Minnesota as well as Wisconsin.

Have you seen this
booklet lately?
If you haven’t, take some
time to review the Emergency Procedures for our campus. In an emergency it might be
to late to find the booklet once the emergency strikes. Make
sure everyone has access too these procedures. The more information everyone has, the less chance of things going wrong
when it hits the fan!

What to do After a Tornado
After a tornado, danger and injury are still possibilities. It is extremely important to keep the following information in mind.
Check for injured people and call for help if immediate assistance is
required. Do not attempt to move seriously injured people unless
they are in immediate danger of death or further injury. If you must
move them, first stabilize the neck and back. If a victim is not
breathing but has good pupil reflex, carefully position them for artificial respiration, clear the airway, and commence mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation. Maintain body temperature with blankets, but be sure
the victim does not become overheated. Never try to feed liquids to
an unconscious person.
If the electricity goes out, use flashlights or battery powered lanterns. Do not use candles, matches or open flames indoors after the
tornado because of possible gas leaks.
Check your home, especially roofs and chimneys, for structural
damage. The initial check should be made from a distance. If you
have any doubts about safety, have your home inspected by a professional before entering. Wear sturdy shoes in areas covered with
fallen debris and broken glass. Clean up spilled medicines,
bleaches, gasoline and other flammable liquids inside buildings.
If you smell gas or hear a hissing or blowing sound, open a window
and leave the building. Shut off the main gas valve outside, if you
can. Report the leak to the gas company from a neighbor's house.
Stay out of the building. If you shut off the gas supply at the main
valve, you will need a professional to turn it back on.
Visually inspect utility lines and appliances for damage. If there is
electrical damage, switch off all electrical power at the main fuse
box or circuit breaker. Use the phone only to report a life threatening emergency.
If water or sewer pipes are damaged, shut off the water supply at
the main valve. Do not flush toilets. If water is cut off, use water
from the water heater.
Open cabinets cautiously. Beware of objects that can fall off
shelves.
Listen to news reports on a battery-powered radio for the latest
emergency information. Stay off the streets. If you must go out,
watch for hazards created by the tornado, such as fallen objects,
downed electrical wires, weakened walls, bridges, roads, and sidewalks. Stay away from damaged areas, unless your assistance has
been specifically requested by police, fire, or relief organizations.

Do you have a campus safety concern?
Susie Gustke did!
And the issue is being looked into!
Feel free to contact any member of the EH&S committee if
you see or hear of situations that could impact the safety and
wellbeing of any individual that has reason to be on our
campus.

