Liberal Education Reform Team

February 8, 2008, 12:40 p.m.

Reeve 221

Attended:  Franca Barricelli , Nick Dvoracek, Mike Eierman, Lynn Freeman, Charlie Gibson, Jonathan Gutow, Shawn Kelly, Alice Kyburg, Suzanne Marnocha, Susan Nuernberg, Barbara Rau  and others
	AGENDA TOPIC
	RESPONSIBLE PARTY
	DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	ACTIONS/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

	LERT website
	Susan Nuernberg
	The LERT website is up and running with links to various reports, including the AACU Report on Accountability and updates on LERT activities.  The site can be accessed from the University’s homepage in the “Features” box.  The site address is: http://www.uwosh.edu/projects/lert/lert.php 

When subcommittee members visit any of the constituent groups to present the learning outcomes, please complete a Visit Feedback Sheet available on D2L.


	Susan Nuernberg will work with Nick Dvoracek to:

· Spotlight the AACU report if that is what is most important to new visitors to the site.
· Include LERT meeting dates and locations on the site.

· Post agendas and minutes for LERT meetings.

· Add the site so it comes up in the university’s “Search” function.

· Post the LERT Visit Feedback Sheets on the web site.  

	Subcommittee Reports
	Subcommittee Chairs 
	Faculty
· Jim Koch & Jonathan Gutow visited the Math/Science Division.  Feedback included a worry that LERT would be dictating general education requirements.  Their response was that LERT’s goal is to raise awareness of the learning outcomes and encourage intentionality on campus with regard to ensuring various processes, including general education, addresses the outcomes.  LERT would not, however, be responsible for revising general education requirements.
· Nick Dvoracek reported on a visit to the College of Education Administrative Council to invite feedback.  The same question regarding LERT’s role in prescribing learning outcomes.  They questioned whether there would be a faculty referendum on the learning outcomes sometime in the future.  They also questioned general education and LERT’s role in establishing the gen ed requirements.  Another question had to do with the role of social and personal responsibility in these outcomes – how do these outcomes relate to the service learning in COEHS.  Finally, they questioned whether there needed to be more emphasis on liberal education as a way to enhance one’s quality of life.

Assessment: Still working on getting a common date with the Assessment Committee

Admissions/Outreach 
· Rick Hillman reported that they met with the Enrollment Management Team on January 14th.  The EMT questioned the role of service learning in the learning outcomes.  EMT had a positive reaction, in general, to the learning outcomes.

· Rick also reported that they presented the learning outcomes to the Titan Gold Corps which represents many different majors.  Student comments indicated that they thought this would present a more unified picture of the university and its mission.  They felt that the university already implements many of these outcomes but that this would increases awareness.  They suggested that the writing be simplified for prospective students.
· They are planning to meet with the International Education Office at the request of Jenna Graff.  They are also planning to meet with the Admissions Staff and some prospective student parents.

Curriculum

· Subcommittee has not yet met.  They have contacted groups to get on their agenda.  A presentation was made to the L&S Curriculum Committee and the response was favorable.  The committee supports the efforts but the big question was, again, how do the learning outcomes relate to general education requirements.

· Alice Kyburg summarized the presentation to APGES.  APGES voted to adopt the learning outcomes as guiding principles for learning education and forwarded them to APC as a discussion item.  APGES looked at the rewrite by John Koker and rejected it because they didn’t feel it was as accessible as the original.  APGES has been trying to do something like this for 3 years and they are excited about the potential of common learning outcomes.  Bill Wacholz, Faculty Senate President, called Mike Eierrman (chair of APGES) with a concern that APGES was moving too fast with the learning outcomes given that they had not been adopted campuswide.  He suggested APGES use them on a “trial basis.” 

Integrated Marketing

· Roy Hoglund reported that they met with the Integrated Marketing team and brainstormed about how to communicate the learning outcomes to campus.  Jeannette Diermeir has some good ideas about how to do this.  Suggested we need to decide who we want to reach; target communication to those groups so we know who we are presenting to (internal message, message to students, message to outside community).  They suggested we meet again with Jeannette to talk about specifics.  
	· Subcommittee chairs to follow-up to see if department chairs are communicating back to their departments.
· Subcommittee chairs to fill in the feedback sheets provided on D2L.
· Need to craft a common response to the most frequent questions regarding the learning outcomes, including how they relate to the general education requirements.  One possibility would be to post “Frequently Asked Questions” on the LERT web site.

· Susan, Barb and John to draft a timetable for LERT activities.



	Other Business
	
	None
	

	Adjournment/Items for Next Agenda
	
	The next meeting is Friday, March 7, 2008, 12:40 p.m. Location to be announced.  Agenda items include:  Update on Boston trip, Subcommittee reports, Timeline for LERT.
	Adjourned at 1:40 p.m.


Barbara Rau, Recorder

