Center for Academic Support and Diversity
PRECOLLEGE PROGRAMS

2014 Summer Mathematics and Reading Talent Scholars (SMARTS) Program
Saturday, June 21 – Thursday, July 3, 2014
Program Overview for School Counselors/Teachers/Administrators
The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh SMARTS Program provides academic and personal development
courses and structured activities to help sixth graders improve their mathematics and reading skills. We are
targeting students who are experiencing academic difficulties in reading and/or mathematics specifically and
performing slightly below grade level in math and/or reading, as identified by the student’s math and reading
teachers at one of the following Milwaukee area target middle schools: Hmong American Peace Academy
(HAPA), La Causa Charter School, Lincoln Center of the Arts and Roosevelt Creative Arts Middle School.
In addition, identified students must be a member of one of the following multicultural groups: AfricanAmerican, American Indian or Alaskan Native, Hispanic/Latino American, Asian/Southeast Asian or
economically-disadvantaged background AND who meet ALL other selection criteria.

The 2014 two-week residential SMARTS Program will be held on the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh
campus, June 21-July 3, 2014. During their two-week stay at UW Oshkosh, students focus on mathematics
and reading strategies which will help to improve their understanding of these subjects. Classroom lessons are
designed to inspire and interest all types of learners. To enrich classroom learning, students use computer
labs, participate in small group tutoring and learn useful study skills. In addition, students participate in an
esteem-building to increase their confidence through different learning activities and group projects.
Furthermore, SMARTS participants and their families are eligible to attend educational workshops and other
events throughout the academic school-year with the follow-through program at UW-Milwaukee (UWM),
Quest Project. The Quest Project is a “pre-college program designed to educate and motivate Milwaukee area
middle and high school students and their parents”. The goal is to provide information, support and
encouragement for students to complete high school, and prepare them for college entrance and successfully
complete a college degree. During the academic year the program offers workshops on a wide variety of
subjects from admission and financial aid requirements to college search, and self-esteem building, resume
writing, and new learning strategies. Moreover, academic support is offered through individual and group
tutoring. The Quest Project and SMARTS Program are funded through the University of Wisconsin (UW)
System, Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI). If a student is selected to participate in the SMARTS
Program, tuition, lodging, meals and program activities are paid for by the UW System, EDI. The only fee to
the parents/guardians will be the $10.00 application processing fee.
Lastly, the SMARTS Program is designed to help ensure that students receive a solid foundation and
continuous support in mathematics and reading. The program’s objective is to offer learning activities in an
educationally enriched and fun-filled environment, thus leading to better prepared high school students who
will be motivated to attend and succeed in college.
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