
Plone
Web Content Management for UW Oshkosh



What can Plone do for UWO

• Lets non-technical users efficiently create, 
edit, and publish web pages, documents, 
news, calendar events, photos, audio, 
video, and more

• Modules for almost everything else 

• It’s “free”*



Eliminate the middle man

• Plone is a disintermediator: allows the 
person with the knowledge to put it on 
the web quickly

• Immediate content updates** - no waiting 
for someone to make the change for you

• Improves timeliness & reduces content 
staleness



Sharing & Intranets

• Collaboration & sharing features - user & 
group permissions, eg. intranet - private vs. 
public content

• Can share any documents, pages, and 
structured data

• Built in support for RSS feed generation



Workflow

• ** Workflow ensures that the right people 
approve content updates

• Simple approval workflows ---> complex 
multi-stage, multi-role workflows

• Automatic inbox/outbox management & 
email notification



Modules, modules, modules

• Surveys, polls

• Discussion forums

• Resource scheduling & booking

• Event registration / signup sheets

• Online forms - the “paperless” campus



Modules 2

• Blogs

• Wikis (collaboratively-edited pages)

• Multimedia (photos, audio, video) 
publication & sharing

• Bibliographies, publication lists

• Newsletters, e-campaigns



Current use on campus

• Surveys for History & Counseling Center

• International Education’s online 
applications for study abroad (complex 
workflow)

• OSA elections (2006 & 2007)

• ResLife’s new non-portal web site









•



Current use 2

• STAR online (degree audit) batches

• IMSSS (International Medieval Sermon 
Studies Society)

• WIDA (2004 through May 2007): 15 
member states; 15,000 educators in Illinois 
alone

• Elsewhere: oxfam.org









Future campus uses

• Reeve Union - events, news

• Student Opinion Survey

• CCDET

• Online forms & routing - "paperless" 
campus

• Department & college intranets



Future 2

• Advance Titan - news

• University Relations - news & events 
calendar

• Better marketing through timely, 
accessible information



Final points

• Plone works here, now: low risk

• Organic deployment (not monolithic)

• Use the carrot



How to roll out Plone
• Penn State model: Plone deployed to 40 

departments and colleges
• core team of programmers and trainers; 

commitment of funds or staff from user 
colleges & departments

• * UW Oshkosh: staff needed for 
• project management
• web design
• programming


