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Why should I use BadgerCat? 
• You can quickly see if Polk owns an item and easily request it from another 

library if we don’t (see reverse for details). 
• BadgerCat often includes more information about each item than the Polk 

Catalog, including chapter contents, book reviews, tables of contents, excerpts, 
titles of poems or stories included in anthologies, and front cover images. 

• You can easily limit your search by format (video, sound recording, periodical, 
etc), juvenile or non-juvenile books, biographies, or location (worldwide, 
Wisconsin, UW libraries, or Fox Valley libraries). 

What will I find in BadgerCat? 
• Information about millions of 

books, videos, sound 
recordings, and other items 
owned by libraries in Wisconsin, 
across the country, and around 
the world. 

What won’t I find in BadgerCat? 
• Some items from Polk Library’s special 

collections, including the Browsing Room, 
Archives, and Government Documents, are 
only in the Polk Library catalog.  

• Specific journal or newspaper articles 
can be found in our article search tools 
instead. 

What is BadgerCat? 
• It’s a mega-library-catalog that allows you to search for items in libraries across the country – 

including Polk Library – with a single search. 



For both request types, you’ll get an email to your UW Oshkosh email address when it’s available.  Pick up items at the circulation desk. 

How do I get a copy of this item I found in BadgerCat? 
 
There are two ways to request items: Universal Borrowing (UB), which gets items from other UW libraries, and 
InterLibrary Loan (ILL), which gets items from everywhere else. 
 
 
Check to see if the item is available at a UW library by 
clicking on the “Libraries Worldwide” link.   

 
 
If it’s at a UW, you can make a UB request. 

• Click on the name of the UW library to go to that 
library’s catalog. 

• Make sure the copy is not checked out. 
• Click on “Request”, change the home library and card 

info to “UW Oshkosh”, and login. 
• Then follow the prompts to make a regular UB 

request. 
 
 

 
 
 
If it’s not at a UW library, make an ILL request instead. 

• Click on “Detailed record”, then “Request This Item”. 
• Login with your TitanCard number. 
• It will fill in the form for you – just click “Submit Request” at the bottom. 

 
 

 

 

 
Why should I try UB first? 

 
• It’s faster – usually only 2-3 days 

for UB, while ILL can take 5-7 days 
for books. 

• Generally you can keep UB items 
longer than ILL items before 
they’re due. 

• Renewing items checked out 
through UB is faster and easier. 

• You can also request videos and 
sound recordings through UB, 
while ILL is generally only for 
books and articles. 


