
Locating Materials from a Bibliography 
Utilizing a useful article’s bibliography or references list can be a very efficient way to locate 
more materials on your research topic.   
To Start 
Determine if the item is an article, book or book article.  Depending on the type of materials 
you will use different strategies to locate the material 
The examples below will help you determine what you are looking for.  
 
Journal Article 
 
• To find your article you will first need to determine if Polk 

Library has access to the journal in which your article was 
published in either an online or print format.  

 
• The Journal name is usually in Italics followed by a volume 

and page number  
• Use the “Know the name of a specific journal and want to 

know if we get it?” search located on the Polk Library home 
page. 

 
• If journal is not available online or print request the 

article from Interlibrary Loan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Books and Book Chapters 

• Book and book chapter citations will include a city and publisher at the end of the citation. 
 

• When locating book chapters search for the book it appeared in.  
 

• Use the BadgerCat program to determine where the item is available. 
 

• If the book is available from an UW library, Universal Borrowing can be used to have the item 
sent in an UW library in your area. (See page 8) 

 
• Books not available through the UW System can be request using Interlibrary Loan. (See page 8) 

 
Book Citation 

 
 

 
Book Chapter Citation 
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Library has the 
Journal in print.  If 
the article is not 
available online, it 
can be request from 
the library’s distance 
education services.  

Journal available online. 
Click the link to the journal.  
Most programs will allow 
you to go to the year and 
then the issue in which your 
article was published 


