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You will be graded on three basic areas: reporting, writing and style. While much of this will be 

subjective, here is a discussion of those areas and how to grade for them. 

 

Reporting: 

This grading area is meant to determine how well a student researched a topic and how much of 

the important information they garnered from that search. When IPm grading you for reporting, 

IPll be asking the following questions: 

 

Is all of the necessary information here?  

Can I understand the whole story based on what has been presented? 

Are all sides of the issue been presented equally and fairly? 

Are all of the student’s facts correct? 

Have the appropriate people been interviewed? 

Does it emphasize any of the elements of news value? 

Has the student properly incorporated background information necessary to understand the 

story? 

 

If youPre missing half the story, youPre likely to be missing half (or more) of your points in this 

area. Weakness in background or a little imbalance between the sides is likely to cost you a good 

chunk of points. Occasionally, youPll see a story that loses a few points due to minor pieces that 

are missing. IPll do my best to keep pointing these out to you. 
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Writing: 

The information in the story may be terrible, but it may be immaculately constructed. 

Conversely, all the facts may be in place but it is written so poorly that you couldn’t find all the 

pieces with a map and a compass. This is where the writing grade comes in. In grading the 

writing you should ask the following questions: 

 

Does the lead tell the story? 

Are the sentences well written or are they awkward? 

Is the story easy to understand? 

Is there flow to the whole story? *Does it have a beginning, a middle and an end? 

Does the writing transition between sentences, paragraphs and ideas? 

Are sentences paced or are there really long and then really short sentences without rhyme or 

reason? 

Is the story clear or do vague notions abound? 

Is the story lean or is there a lot of flab? 

 

A great story has a point, tells you what it is and moves you through the facts in an orderly and 

proficient manner. I usually know a well-written story when I have gotten to the end and haven’t 

stopped to make a mark on it. That is when it flows. The more I have to stop and scratch my 

head, the lower the grade is likely to be in this area.!
!

!

Style: 

Style is one of those areas that can make the difference between an A and a B or a B and a C. It 

is imperative that reporters get used to the AP style guide and the guide of their own papers. 

Editors don’t have the time to fix all the style errors. Most errors in this section are caused by 

sloppiness. By knocking you a bit for style, it helps you get used to using the book, checking 

spellings and making sure you are using the proper words. Although some students have really 

racked up the points in this area, I have a policy of using 0 as the lowest number they can get in 

this area. No negatives. Point deductions are below: 
!
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You will receive five story assignments, each with a different focus.  Each week you will be 

expected to have copies for discussion with your group members and me.  The groups and group 

numbers will be set later in the semester.  You are responsible for not only the final draft, but 

also making sure that you bring rough drafts and that you actively critique each other’s work.  

This should be a learning process.  Even people at professional newspapers find that input from 

coworkers helps them out a lot. Deadlines may seem tight, but quite often you have only hours to 

pull together stories of this nature. Also, keep this in the back of your mind: You can lose points 

for typos, misspellings, vagueness etc.  These are things that can nickel and dime you to death in 

the point category. However, it<s worth repeating that the worst thing you can do is make a 

factual error. The idea being, you have enough time to get it right so make sure you know what 

you are talking about. These will be discussed in more detail later in the semester.'
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