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New sessions for 2005
Board emphasizes basics

By Mike Cowling
Executive Secretary
Several new and revamped sessions have
been added to the lineup for the Northeastern
Wisconsin Scholastic Press Associationʼs
annual spring conference, scheduled for
Wednesday, April 20, at the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh.
At the Board of Directors meeting in
October, the advisers also agreed to place a
special emphasis on the basics for many of
the sessions. All sessions will again be led
by media professionals and journalism educators, with a focus on helping students to
improve their journalistic skills.
About 600 high school students and
advisers representing nearly 40 schools from
around the state participated in last yearʼs

conference. And with this academic year
marking the 35th anniversary of NEWSPA,
the board members have worked hard to
make the 2005 conference even more special.
The new or revamped sessions for the
spring conference will include Making
Sense of Surveys and Polls, Getting Your
Newspaper Online, Yearbook Content and
Organization, Everything You Need to
Know About Ads, Beyond the School Doors:
Communicating With Your Community,
News Story Critique of Entrants, and Careers
in Journalism: Free-lance Writing.
Another session will be titled Language
Barriers: How Being Bilingual Helps
Journalists. Other sessions that deal with
diversity issues will be Making Race the
Issue, Covering Hmong in Your Community,
Please turn to Board / Pg. 3

NEWSPA celebrates 35th birthday
By Lacey Justinger
Newsletter Editor
In 1969, a UW-Oshkosh professor, borrowing an idea from
other state colleges, took a few college students to local high
schools to bring awareness to the journalism ﬁeld, to discuss
ideas for newspapers and yearbooks, and to answer questions
students might have. This was the humble beginning of the
Northeastern Wisconsin Scholastic Press Association, or what
was then the School Press Association.
Today, 35 years later, NEWSPA is a thriving program
for high schools journalists. It has a large conference in the
spring, where more than 500 students and advisers travel to the
university to participate in nearly 50 sessions and panels led by
professionals in the journalism field. NEWSPA also sponsors
adviser training sessions, yearbook and newspaper competitions,
and produces two newsletters a year.
“It was originally created as a service to high schools in our
area,” said Gary Coll, one of the founders of NEWSPA and a
professor at UW-Oshkosh. “This service was available to any

school that asked for it or
joined.”
Photograph by Kokkeong Yip
NEWSPA underwent
some changes in 1976. E. Garner Horton, then a public relations
professor, formed the Board of Directors and the executive
secretary position. The board adopted a constitution for
NEWSPA and held the first conference and award ceremony at
UW-Oshkosh. The NEWSPA logo, a sketched portion of the
state with the word NEWSPA overlaid, was designed by David
Rhodes and used until 2003.
In 1983, Horton retired and turned the control of NEWSPA
over to Skip Zacher and Mary Perpich. The two diversified the
sessions offered and recruited keynote speakers to attend. They
also formed summer sessions where high school students would
create a college newspaper called The High School Beat. The
students could work with experienced journalists and discuss
their own publications and problems.
Zacher retired in 1999 and the board created the Skip Zacher
Friend of Scholastic Journalism Award in 2000. Every year the
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From the board president
It was 1989 when I first came to the NEWSPA spring conference. I was a student teacher working with Jim McKnight,
who just happened to be one of the driving forces in NEWSPAʼs
early success (although I did not know it at the time).
We brought the newspaper staff and I remember being
energized and amazed at the rich, scholarly environment our
students were immersed in. That first NEWSPA experience was
transforming.
Once I became a teacher and adviser, I brought my own
staff to Oshkosh and we have not missed a single spring conference since then. Each year as our excited students register and
contemplate the day, I think of how lucky we are that NEWSPA
exists to recognize and support the efforts of student journalists
all over northeast Wisconsin.
I have been involved in NEWSPA in one way or another
since 1989. This year, as board president, I see my role as the
main cheerleader for the organization. This is not at all a difficult thing for me to do. I also wish to encourage all advisers
who are NEWSPA members to talk to their nonmember adviser
friends—letʼs get the word out about the NEWSPA opportunity.
I remember the awards ceremony most from my first year.
It was held in Albee gym back then and all students (all 400plus) were together, all waiting anxiously to hear a familiar
name called in honor of work well done. It certainly was fun and
something we all looked forward to.
But NEWSPA is about so much more than the awards these
days. The conference sessions have continued to grow in scope
and quality. As the board considers each session, the goal is to
address needs in all areas of student journalism. Many sessions
are led by working journalism professionals. The keynote speak-

ers are also a great addition to
the conference—they motivate
our students and give them a
“big picture” point of view.
More than this, the
NEWSPA board continues to
reach out to advisers, new and
experienced, in order to provide
continuing help in whatever
Dawn Hogue
way we are able. The advisersʼ
Sheboygan
Falls adviser
only sessions give new advisers,
especially, a chance to meet in a
small group to discuss success strategies.
And the Advisersʼ Workshop is also here to help. This year,
the workshop will aid newspaper and yearbook advisers in making the transition to Adobe InDesign.
I am proud to serve as board president this year. I am proud
to be connected with an organization that works as hard as
NEWSPA does to uphold and protect scholastic journalism.
If you are currently a NEWSPA member, I thank you for
keeping us strong. If you are not a member, I invite you to
join us this year. Send your publication for judging. Attend the
Advisersʼ Workshop on Dec. 10.
But most of all, bring your students to the spring conference. Bring your newspaper staff and your yearbook staff. Let
them mingle with their peers and swim in the tides of news-talk.
Let them feel the energy and watch them in their renewed commitment to their own publications.
If you are anything like me, you will be back again and
again and again. We welcome you.

Murder & Madonna in one room

Students wait for the keynote sessions to begin.
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Advisers and students pack together to hear how to
survive adventures in journalism from Grace Lim.

Grace Lim keeps the
crowd engaged with her
humorous stories.
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Live from New York: It's Jeff!

By Michelle Matravers, Ewa Gaweda
and Lindsey Bertram
UW-Oshkosh students

Jeff Griffith displayed samples of
some of the commercials and print ads
that he has created, during his keynote
speech on The Creative Side of Journalism
at the 2004 NEWSPA spring conference.
In the beginning, he wanted to show
the group of 200 students and advisers his
collection of television commercials, but
the equipment failed to work so he started
talking about himself and the things he
had done throughout his career. Griffith
used some of his bits as a college stand-up
comedian to keep the group from getting
restless, while the technology crews
rushed around.
Griffith spent much of the remainder
of his presentation time showing the group
his different advertisements. Some of his
clients for whom he made television ads
were: Snickers, Long John Silvers, and
TCI@Home. Among some of his print ad
clients were: Atlanta Childrenʼs Medical
Center, Multex.com, Corning, New York
Airports, Chesterfield cigarettes, and
Capitol Lighting.
Griffith said that his favorite
ad he had done to date was for ITT
Technologies in which a little girl and her
father are sitting on a dock and discussing
swimming in the lake. She is afraid to
go in because she thinks there are sharks
in the water, but her father is trying to
reassure her that there are no sharks in
fresh water. Griffith said that this ad
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Jeff Grifﬁth gave comedy and advice
during his 2004 keynote speech.
was just so laid back compared to what
ITT Technologies was used to and was
unexpected.
He also brought examples of his
magazine, ATOMIC, that contained
articles on topics such as jazz and swing
bands, vintage inspired swimsuits and
World War II veterans. Griffith said the
magazine stretched him and forced him
to use all of his available sources. With
only one partner, Griffith took care of
the large and small details for every part
of the magazine production. Recently,
the magazine ended its publication due
to a rough economy. Griffith said that he
would have a new magazine in the future,
but could not tell what it would be called.
Griffith stressed the importance of
having a portfolio to the attendees. He

told students that regardless of how old
they were, if they didnʼt have a portfolio
yet, they should begin one right away.
Griffith explained that the portfolio is the
primary item that students should show
employers when applying for a job.
His second suggestion was to be
resourceful; he recommended that
students take advantage of the Internet
and contact people at different companies,
to gain an edge over the competition.
For example, Griffith told how he got
started by painting beer logos or “door
decorations” in dorms. He took pictures
of the images and used them to get a job
working in the student union creating
advertisements for various things. The
little opportunities started to add up,
and Griffith got a position designing ads
for Butchʼs Anchor Inn and Kellyʼs, two
Oshkosh businesses.
After graduation he was immediately
hired, as a creative director in Honolulu,
which he said with a laugh, “is not a
bad place to work.” He said his boss
was willing to give him a chance at
experimenting with his creativity and
ideas because, “I wouldnʼt settle for
anything less.”
Griffith said the four qualities he
looks for when hiring are: good eye
contact, a firm handshake, the individualʼs
ability to tell him why he or she is
different, and the individualʼs knowledge
about the job.
“Explain why are you different than
everyone else applying for the job,” he
said as parting advice.

Board: Sessions, speakers and awards
CONTINUED FROM COVER PAGE

and Covering What Matters: Diversity Means More Than Just
Race.
Nearly 50 sessions and workshops will be offered during
the morning. Session leaders at the conference will come from
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, the Wisconsin State Journal,
the Appleton Post-Crescent, the Green Bay Press-Gazette, the
Oshkosh Northwestern, the Sheboygan Press, the Kenosha
News, the Fond du Lac Reporter and the Ripon Commonwealth
Press, among other papers in the state.
There also will be two keynote speakers at the conference. The topics for the keynote addresses will be Ethics in
Journalism, and Putting a Human Face on the News. The names
of the speakers will be announced in the spring newsletter.
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Awards will be presented at the conference to the students and
staffs that participate in the newspaper and yearbook competitions. Students will receive certificates for their outstanding
achievements.
The winner of the $500 NEWSPA Scholarship also will be
announced at the conference awards ceremonies. In addition,
the Skip Zacher Friend of Scholastic Journalism Award will be
given to a person who has devoted many years of quality service
to the betterment of high school journalism.
And for the third year in a row, a Diversity Innovation Grant
will provide money to pay the registration fees for all minority
students and advisers who attend the conference. Assistance with
transportation costs also will be available to schools bringing a
large number of minority students.
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Casi Nenanlo and Savannah Lindsey get a
behind the scenes tour of the Advance-Titan.

Ayla Yundem ﬁlled her spare
moments between sessions
with the current college paper.

Matt Rowe enjoys a spoof edition
of UW-Oshkosh's newspaper.
Photographs by Beth Mead

NEWSPA serves as inspiration to Zacher winner

By Lacey Justinger
Newsletter Editor

"It's amazing how it inspires students. I can't
explain it, you never know when something
like this will light someone on fire."

For Kim McCollum,
NEWSPA provides an invaluable
source of inspiration for students
and a network of support for
advisers.
2004
“NEWSPA re-invigorates
students and schools and
helps them ﬁnd ways to have a
successful journalism department,” she said.
McCollum received the 2004 Skip Zacher Friend of
Scholastic Journalism Award after advising the Plymouth High
School newspaper, Hi-Lights, and serving as a mentor to many
yearbook and newspaper advisers. In fact, four years before she
stepped down as newspaper adviser, she told her principal that
she would mentor her replacement.
“School districts often throw new advisers into the den of
lions, with no direction or support,” she said. “NEWSPA provides an opportunity for advisers to get together, share new ideas
and problem solve.”
The Zacher Award was inspired five years ago by Skip
Zacher, a former UW-Oshkosh journalism professor who dedicated 13 years to the development of the NEWSPA program.
Award winners are honored for giving years of service to
improving high school journalism, usually as student publication
advisers. They also steadily contribute to NEWSPA as session
leaders, serving on the Board of Directors, and encouraging students to enter in competitions and attend the spring conference.
McCollum was the Hi-Lights adviser for 13 years, has
taught several sessions at the NEWSPA conference and served
on the board for six years.
“I canʼt put a price on how valuable NEWSPA is,” she
said. “It provides a network of help that improves the surviv-

Page 4

Kim McCollum
Zacher Award winner

ability rate of new advisers. Even
though itʼs only one short day itʼs
so valuable and helpful.”
In college McCollum
majored in English and minored
in German. It was her dream to
be a reporter. She combined her
love of teaching and journalism.
“This way I could be
involved with journalism and
give that love to some kids,” she

said.
McCollum said that students' time involved with their local
school publications is in competition with their other extra-curricular activities. They are then closed off to the world around
them. The conference and competitions open their eyes to the
outside world and re-emphasizes the importance of being a good
writer. When the students attend they are motivated and can
explore new ideas and career opportunities, she said.
McCollum said she is concerned about what is happening
with budgets in schools. There isnʼt enough interest generated
and “journalism programs are going by the wayside.”
“Schools will roll out the red carpet for the best football or
basketball coach,” she said. “This job [being an adviser] is 10
times harder. I hope NEWSPA will continue to grow and influence students as it did me. It was one of the most valuable tools
I had as a teacher; it would be a travesty if we lost it.”
She said her students would set goals regarding NEWSPA,
looked forward to it all year long, and learned a lot at the conference. McCollum said so many of her students have decided to
major in journalism after attending the conference, that she canʼt
count them all.
“Itʼs amazing how it inspires students,” McCollum said of
NEWSPA. "I canʼt explain it, you never know when something
like this will light someone on fire.”
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Student editors embrace diversity focus

By Amanda Janssen, Alison S. Cesnovar
and Joe Luther
UW-Oshkosh students

“Diversity is an asset, not a burden,” said Oshkosh North High School
Newspaper Adviser Wendy Falk at her
2004 NEWSPA session on Covering What
Matters: Diversity Means More Than Just
Race.
She started out by explaining,
“Although culture is a part of diversity it
is not what makes up diversity”; in fact,
it is just a small part. There are different
kinds of diversity in high school: students
who have learning disabilities, date rape
victims, car crash victims, students who
come from single-parent homes, homosexuality, foreign exchange students, different religions, different upbringing and
socioeconomics. She said she realized
that schools and media outlets werenʼt
promoting enough diversity when her son
was diagnosed with autism.
“The stories in the newspaper were
missing a lot of students, students with
learning, emotional and cognitive disorders; students that werenʼt typical,” Falk
said.
As journalists, writers need to put the
person first and their disability second.
“In Oshkosh, North High School is
seen as the ghetto school because we are
more diverse that West,” said student editor Katy Resop.
She recalled a time at a 2003 football
game between the two Oshkosh schools,
when some Oshkosh West students threw
bars of soap at North students, saying they
went to a dirty, ghetto school.
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Adviser Wendy Falk, left, and editors Kathleen Briquelet and Katy Resop
explain how they "are making it cool to be diverse" at Oshkosh North.
North is at a lower socioeconomic
Gay/Straight Student Alliance, the first
level than West, and is in an older part of
in Oshkosh schools. The newspaper
town while West is in a more newly devel- received a lot of positive feedback and
oped side of town; plus there is a diverse
organizations were constantly sending
mix of ethnic groups at North. So North
them information to include in stories.
students took what made them different
“The hardest part about writing artiand expounded on that.
cles on diversity is you have to be careful
“At North we have tried to ʻdispel
not to offend anyone,” Resop said. “We
stereotypesʼ and make diversity a good
are making it cool to be diverse, because
thing,” Kathleen Briquelet, student editor,
anyone is diverse in his or her own way."
said.
"Diversity is not getting quotes from
“We are lucky to have the diversity
your friends it is finding a wide range of
we have,” Falk said, “Itʼs not ghetto, weʼre people with a different insight and perare just more diverse and we are proud
spective on a certain subject."
of that and we do the best with what we
“The focus of what we are trying to
have.”
do is to dispel all those stereotypes,” said
North High Schoolʼs newspaper
Resop.
designated a special section each week
There is no finish line in this area;
last year to promote different areas of
there should never be an end to it,” Falk
diversity. Recognizing all these people
said. “If you want to promote diversity
was a big part of the plan of “The Year of in your school, you need to realize that
Diversity.”
people and students are constantly changThe first article under the divering, and it is your responsibility to change
sity promotion philosophy was on the
with it.”

Advisers' chance for a crash course on InDesign

For the third year in a row, an Advisersʼ Workshop will be
offered at no cost to high school journalism teachers who want
to take advantage of a day of learning and reflection.
The workshop will be on Friday, Dec. 10, in the journalism department at the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. It was
decided at the fall Board of Directors meeting that advisers
would benefit by having the workshop earlier in the school year,
rather than in February as was done in past years.
Bob Esler of Sheboygan will again be the featured presenter
at the workshop. Esler will discuss and demonstrate the use of
InDesign, which has become an important tool in the layout and
design of student publications.
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His session, scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon, will be in the
departmentʼs main computer lab. Esler provides advisers with
useful CDs during his presentations that can be taken back to
school and used in classrooms or newsrooms.
After lunch, there will be an informal gathering of advisers
where suggestions and ideas for improving student newspapers
and yearbooks can be shared. The workshop will end by earlyto mid-afternoon.
Anyone interested in participating in the workshop should
contact Mike Cowling, the NEWSPA executive secretary, at
920-424-7144, or by e-mail at cowling@uwosh.edu so a list of
participants can be compiled.
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History: Influencing minority journalists' future

CONTINUED FROM COVER PAGE
award honors someone who has consistently made significant
contributions to NEWSPA.
The Board of Directors and Executive Secretary Mike
Cowling created a $500 scholarship in 2001, to reward the
accomplishments of a high school journalism student pursuing a
career in the journalism field.
In 2002, several men and women were honored at the
NEWSPA conference for their contributions in forming and
molding the NEWSPA program into what it is today. They were
Ron Harrell, Mary Wepner, Marilyn Voeltner, Mary Schultz, Jim
McKnight, Marion Anderson, Wally Williams, Evelyn Hince,
Cheryl Feld, Ken Biendarra, Anne Wesenberg, Jim Hinstorff and
Gary Coll.
In that same year NEWSPA decided to focus the spring
conference on diversity in journalism and received a Diversity
Innovation Grant from UW-Oshkosh, along with several
contributions from news organizations in the state. Minority

journalists and diversity sessions were highlighted at the
conference. The grant assisted with busing costs for schools with
high minority populations, honorariums for minority speakers
and attendance fees for minority students and advisers.
“The minority journalists were quite enthusiastic about
participating,” said Cowling. “They were receptive and went
out of their way to work it into their busy schedules because
they know diversity is an important topic to discuss with young
journalists.”
Every year the board meets to plan new changes and to try
new ideas at the NEWSPA conference. Two years ago the board
also initiated an annual daylong Advisers' Workshop, where
high school journalism teachers can learn and discuss their
profession. Acting Executive Secretary Barbara Schmitz Benish
implemented some new changes in 2003. She had a new Web
site designed and asked Beth Blanck, a 1995 UW-O journalism
graduate, to design a new logo. NEWSPA continues to grow and
evolve every year to prepare students for the journalism world.

Students learn from journalism professionals
Specialized reporting
can be a career goal

By Jacob Phillips
UW-Oshkosh student

Appleton Post-Crescent health
reporter Shawn Rhea gave tips to future
journalists at the 2004 spring conference
on “Finding Your Niche.”
“The news out there is so large that
if we do not have specialty reporters
out there, we are incapable of properly
informing and keeping our readers interested,” said Rhea.
Rhea said that it is important to
always build on your lists of sources and
contacts. Writing stories to show experi-
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Shawn Rhea stressed the importance
of portfolio building at her session.
ence is also required for a lot of jobs. She
also stressed the importance of building
a portfolio to help make a reporter strong
enough to get into their specialty area.

There are certain skills that all editors are after when looking to hire reporters: including the ability to accumulate
and to use sources available to them.
They also look for reporters who take
time to listen to people, and reporters who
can take just a nugget of information and
expand it into a full, well-prepared story
that people will look forward to reading.
An additional ability that a specialized reporter needs is to learn the information and to be able to translate it into
common terms.
Rheaʼs final advice was to just get out
there and join the competition by writing
for a school paper, hanging around a news
office, and doing research for upcoming
internships

Race should be a perspective of the news, not a topic for journalists, Kane says
By Marie Siebers
UW-Oshksoh student
Eugene Kane, a columnist from the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, returned to
the 2004 NEWSPA spring conference to
speak on “Making Race the Issue.”
Kane spoke about how quite often
he is looked at as the “angry black man”
because he writes about race. He said
that he writes about news, just from a
black perspective and that many white
people are afraid to write about race
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because they fear the consequences.
“A good journalist can do any kind of
story, you just have to educate yourself,”
Kane said.
He gave advice on writing for columns, “Bring your own background to
your stories.”
He said to listen to all points of view
and never make it personal. When you let
things get personal, you may regret in the
future what you have written. There are
going to be challenges, but a good journalist will be able to get through them.
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Session leader Eugene Kane spoke
on not letting issues get too personal.
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Scholarship available to future journalists

By Lacey Justinger
Newsletter Editor

The NEWSPA board will award a $500 scholarship to a high
school journalism student at the 2005 spring conference.
The scholarship was created in 2001 as a way to recognize
the service and achievements of a graduating student who is
interested in pursing a career in journalism. Previous recipients
include Kathleen Line from Wausau West, who is at Marquette
University; Sheboygan North's Michael Diener, who is attending
the University of Minnesota; and Kristen Lease of Xavier, who
is a freshman at Northwestern University.
Applications will be sent to all NEWSPA member high
schools, and are available on the NEWSPA Web site at www.
uwosh.edu/journalism/newspa.html. Students need to include an
essay and samples of their work along with the application signed
by their journalism adviser by March 25, 2005.
A panel of judges will evaluate applications based on the
following criteria:
• Applicants need to be graduating in 2005 and have
fulfilled all their schoolʼs academic requirements.
• Applicants need to have worked on a school newspaper,
yearbook or student publication for at least one year.
• Applicants need to have attended the annual NEWSPA
spring conference at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh at
least once.
• Applicants need to write a 500 word essay describing
their past involvement in student publications, and their thoughts
and plans on journalism as a career.
• If an applicant cannot fulfill all of the criteria he or she
needs to include a letter explaining the special circumstances
along with the application.
Students can use this scholarship at any college or university
where they plan to major or minor in a journalism-related
field. This may include but is not limited to news-editorial,

Internet-Web design, photography, magazines, advertising, public
relations and broadcasting.
Contact NEWSPA Executive Secretary Mike Cowling at
(920) 424-7144 or cowling@uwosh.edu with any questions,
concerns or for more information. NEWSPA is an equal
opportunity organization and encourages all students who
qualify to apply.

Lease uses scholarship to fund future
By Lacey Justinger
Newsletter Editor
Kristen Lease
of Appleton's Xavier
High School received
the 2004 NEWSPA
Scholarship.
"Journalists
are among the most
important players
Photograph by Kokkeong Yip
in the world," Lease
Board President Dawn Hogue
said. "They have the
presents the $500 NEWSPA
responsibility of shapScholarship to Kristen Lease.
ing what people think."
Lease is a freshman at Northwestern University in Illinois.
She said she hopes to work for a metropolitan newspaper specializing in politics, law or music.
Lease enjoys researching and reporting on issues that
make a difference. In high school, she was the editor of the
school's newspaper for a year and covered topics like the graduated drivers' licensing, Catholic priest sex abuse, pre-marital
sex and drinking and driving
"It is an art to present the news in such a way that the
consumers can come to their own opinions," Lease said. "The
media is the bridge between the unkown and the known."
Keith Skenadore,
left, Darryl
Enriquez and John
Leacock at a panel
on diversity in the
workplace.
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These students sign up to receive information
from yearbook companies and to get some prizes. Jerry Burke, a
WBAY-TV reporter,
leads a discussion
about journalistic
ethical questions.
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