Etiquette 101: Hand Gestures

Whether in travel or politics, we re encouraged to be as communicative as possible. Yet body language—and
common hand gestures in particular—routinely sow confusion in everything from the simplest tourist transactions to
moments of great import. Was Churchill flipping off his electorate when he gave them the British V-sign? (No.)
Are Iraqis cheering on American troops when they give the thumbs-up—or actually saying up yours, as the gesture
traditionally communicates in Iraq? (Probabb).) Wars have been started over less. This primer might help you
avoid your own international incidents—and open a window onto cultures that no phrase book ever could.
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