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Serving children & their families in Calumet, Outagamie, Shawano, and Winnebago Counties 
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Message from Cathy Arentsen, M.A.Ed 
Executive Director 

This past year was another year of great development for our program.  We instituted a new web-based child 
assessment system, Teaching Strategies Gold (TS Gold), giving teaching staff a plethora of new resources to 
support them as they design classroom activities that address the individual learning of each child.  We also 
adopted the developmental screener, Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ), and mental health screener, 
Ages and Stage Questionnaire: Social/Emotional (ASQ:SE).  This change was made because the program 
found the ASQ tools to be very parent-friendly.  The program also continued making upgrades to center 
playgrounds and to our technology. 
 
UW Oshkosh Head Start was also selected to be a 4K provider for the Appleton Area School District (AASD), 
which is offering 4K for the first time in the Appleton area in the fall of 2013.  Key Head Start staff were 
highly involved in the planning for this wonderful addition to the educational offerings of AASD. 
 
We also held our first Advisory Committee on Education (ACE).  The Council, made up of representatives of 
school districts, institutes of higher education, community representatives and Head Start parents and staff, 
will offer insight into pressing issues facing early childhood education and discuss with UW Oshkosh Head 
Start effective ways of addressing them within our program and community. 
 
And, unfortunately, Head Start did not escape Sequestration.  All Head Start programs across the country 
were notified that their program funds would be decreased by approximately 5%.  For our program, this 
funding reduction was effective July 1, 2013.  As a result, our program lost 34 slots and as such, the Neenah 
Head Start Center was transitioned into a home-base socialization site for our home-base program option. 

  
The following is a summary of the results achieved by the services UW Oshkosh Head Start provided during 
the 2012 – 2013 program year, along with a snapshot of the families we were honored to work with. 
 

NUMBER OF TWO & SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES  

UW Oshkosh Head Start served a total of 587 

families during the 2012-13 program year, 312 or 

53% were two-parent families.  275 or 47% were 

single-parent families. 

 
 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT  

Most UW Oshkosh Head Start parents are working 

64% or 376 parents/guardians are employed at least 

part time.  32% or 191 parent/guardians are not 

working whether that be unemployed, retired, or 

disabled. 4% or 20 parent/guardians status were 

unknown. 

47% Single Parent Families 

 53% Two Parent Families 

64% Employed at least ½ time 

32% Not Working 

4% Unknown 



 2012-13 Annual Report                                                                                                                                         Page 2 
 

 
CHILD OUTCOMES 
 
UW Oshkosh implements the High/Scope Curriculum which 
incorporates strong adult-child interactions, inviting learning 
environments, consistent daily routines, and active, hands-on 
learning in its open framework philosophy.  Children experience 
activities such as creative representation, initiative and social 
relations, movement, music, classification, seriation, number, 
space, time, and a strong focus on language and literacy.  These 
key experiences provide math, science, social studies, music and 
language development geared towards each child’s 
developmental level.  In addition self esteem, pro-social 
behavior, nutrition, safety, health, cultural and disability awareness occurs regularly in the classroom.  
Supplemental resource materials are used to compliment the High/Scope Curriculum.  Through these child-
initiated activities children not only gain knowledge about concepts, they are empowered to be curious 
about their world, to be confident in their abilities, and to have self control in their interactions.   
 

In 2012/2013 UW Oshkosh Head Start used Teaching Strategies 
GOLD (TS GOLD) to gather child developmental assessment 
information.  TS GOLD domains and dimensions align with the Head 
Start Child Outcomes Framework and is an authentic observation-

based assessment tool. TS GOLD data is used by our program to provide accurate data for teachers to use in 
daily classroom planning & individualizing for each child and in choosing instructional practices that best 
meet the classroom needs.  In addition, TS GOLD data is used in program wide decision-making.   
 
SCHOOL READINESS 
 
Over the course of the 2012/2013 program year, data was collected across three rating periods for 272 four 
year olds who will be entering Kindergarten next year.  156 of the four year olds participated in collaborative 
4K/Head Start classrooms.  The “School 
Readiness” graph to the right shows 
children’s readiness as they move from 
pre-K towards kindergarten.  The GOLD 
[School] Readiness Benchmarks represent 
a range of skills for each area of 
development that have been determined 
to be important for kindergarten 
“readiness”.  With the exception of math 
skills, the School Readiness graph 
illustrates that 90% or more four year olds 
from UW Oshkosh Head Start are entering 
kindergarten with the necessary skills.  
Mathematics shows a lower level of 
readiness (74%) when compared to the other domains; however, children demonstrated the greatest gains 
in the mathematics domain (refer to “Growth Across Domains” chart below).    The information that follows 
will further demonstrate that the UW Oshkosh Head Start program increased children’s school readiness.     
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In all of the Head Start Learning Domains: Language, Literacy, Math, Science, Creative Arts, Social/Emotional 
Development, Cognitive Development/Approaches to Learning, and Physical/Health Development, children 
made gains over the course of the year.  Four year olds made the greatest gains in Math (106%) and 
Cognitive Development/Approaches to Learning (85%).  Three year olds showed the greatest gains in Math 
(123%).  Cognitive gains were, 34% and 85%, Literacy, 73% and 75%, and Language 60% and Literacy (73%) 
for 3’s and 4’s respectively.  Each domain is discussed in more detail below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        *PS3 = Preschool 3 year olds PK or PS 4 = Pre-Kindergarten or Preschool 4 year olds 
 
Language and Literacy development is a precursor to later reading and language development.  Strong 
language skills are essential for children’s success in school and life.  Language development is indicated by 
children when they are listening and understanding and using language to express thoughts and needs, and 
by using appropriate conversational skills. By spring 2013, UW Oshkosh Head Start children achieved many 
Language milestones, including:   
 

¶ The ability to listens to and understand increasingly complex language: responding to vocabulary, 
simple statements, questions and stories, follows 2+ step directions.  

¶ Demonstrate the ability to use language to express thoughts and needs:  describes and tells use of 
familiar items, is understood by most people, 4-6 word sentences, tells story in sequence.   

¶ Uses appropriate conversational and other communication skills: engages in conversation with three 
exchanges and adheres to 
social rules while 
communicating with other. 

 
This graph illustrates the percentage 
of children with the skills, knowledge 
and behavior within the widely held 
expectations for their age group at 
the fall, 2012 checkpoint in the 
beginning of the year and the spring 
2013 checkpoint at the end of the 
year. 
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Children experienced a 60/52% gain in Language skills for PS3 and PK4 respectively.  Greatest gains in 
specific language objectives for PS3s include comprehends language (108%) and uses and expanding 
expressive vocabulary (160%).  Notable gains for PK4 include tells about another time or place (137%). 
 
Literacy development includes phonological awareness, alphabet knowledge, knowledge of print and its 
uses, comprehension and responsiveness to books and other texts, emergent writing skills.     
Children achieved many Literacy milestones, including: 
 

¶ Phonological awareness:  generates rhyming words, shows awareness that some words begin the 
same way, hears and shows awareness of separate words in sentences. 

¶ Alphabet knowledge:  recognizes 10 letters, including those in name, identifies sounds of letters 

¶ Print knowledge:  asks/answers questions about text, pretends to read using some language from 
text, retells familiar stories using props/prompts 

¶ Emergent writing skills:  writes to convey meaning or name with letter strings 
 
 
This graph illustrates the 
percentage of children with 
the skills, knowledge and 
behavior within the widely 
held expectations for their 
age group at the fall, 2012 
checkpoint in the beginning 
of the year and the spring 
2013 checkpoint at the end 
of the year.   
 
 

Children experienced a 73/75% gain in Literacy skills for PS3 and PK4 respectively.  Great gains in specific 
literacy objectives for both PS 3s and PK4s for notices and discriminates rhyme (267/197% respectively).  
Additionally, PS3s showed significant gains in objectives notices and discriminates smaller and smaller units 
of sounds (161%) and identifies and names letters (123%).  PK4s demonstrated significant gains in objectives 
notices and discriminates alliteration (211%) and uses letter-sound knowledge (156%).  
  
Early Math skills have the greatest predictive power in later school reading and math achievement.  Early 
Math encompasses number concepts and operations, spatial relationships and shapes, comparisons and 
measurement, knowledge of patterns.  
 
Children achieved many early math milestones, including: 
 

¶ Number concepts and operations: counts and quantifies, identifies numerals  

¶ Spatial relationships and shapes:  uses positional words, recognizes basic shapes 

¶ Comparisons and measurement:  orders objects, begins to measure 

¶ Knowledge of patterns:  copies repeating patterns 
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This graph illustrates the 
percentage of children with 
the skills, knowledge and 
behavior within the widely 
held expectations for their 
age group at the fall 2012 
checkpoint in the beginning 
of the year and the spring 
2013 checkpoint at the end 
of the year. 
 
The Mathematics Domain shows the lowest percentage of children meeting widely held expectations in 
spring 2013; however children also entered our program in fall 2012 with very low percentage meeting 
expectations.  This domain notably shows children experienced 107/123% average gains in math for PS3s 
and PK4s respectively.  Tremendous gains were demonstrated for PS3s and PK4s in the objective quantifies 
with 179/170% respectively.  Significant gains in many other objectives were also outstanding: 
 

¶ Counts (123% PK4s), 

¶ Connects numerals and their quantities (112% both), 

¶ Understands spatial relationships (215% PS3s and 128% PK4s), 

¶ Understands shapes (224% PK4s), 

¶ Demonstrates knowledge of patterns (116% PS3s) 
 
Social and Emotional skills are crucial to children’s learning.  Research shows that attention to the social and 
emotional aspects of learning and interacting with peers and adults may be especially important for low-
income populations.  The Social and Emotional domain includes regulating emotions and behaviors, 
development of positive relationships, and cooperation/constructive participation in groups.  
    
Children achieved many social and emotional milestones, including: 
 

¶ Regulating emotions and behaviors:  delay gratification, manages rules, routines and transitions, 
confident in meeting own needs. 

¶ Development of positive relationships:  engages with trusted adult, responds to emotional cues, 
interacts with peers, makes friends 

¶ Cooperation/constructive participation in groups:  balances needs and rights of self and others, 
solves social problems 

 
This graph illustrates the percentage of 
children with the skills, knowledge and 
behavior within the widely held 
expectations for their age group at the 
fall 2012 checkpoint in the beginning of 
the year and the spring 2013 checkpoint 
at the end of the year.  
  
Children experienced a 42% and 57% 
gain for PS3s and PK4s respectively in 
social emotional development.  Specific 
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objectives with substantial gains include:  Forms relationships with adults (55%/107%), Makes friends 
(60%/103%) and Solves social problems (52%/106%) for PS3 and PK4 respectively. 
 
Cognitive Development is influenced by the child’s approaches to learning and includes remembering and 
connecting experiences, classification, using symbols and images to represent something not present.  Play 
is important for learning and many connections to cognitive competence.   
 
Children achieved many Cognitive milestones, including: 
 

¶ Approaches to Learning:  attends and engages, persists, solves problems, shows curiosity and 
motivation, and shows flexibility and inventiveness.   

¶ Remembers and connects experiences:  recognizes and recalls experiences, applies knowledge to 
similar experience. 

¶ Classification:  groups objects by one characteristic, then regroups indicating reason. 

¶ Uses symbols and images to represent something not present:  Plans and represents ideas, engages 
in socio-dramatic play with two or more children, assigning/assuming roles, sustains for up to 10 
minutes. 

 
This graph illustrates the 
percentage of children with 
the skills, knowledge and 
behavior within the widely 
held expectations for their 
age group at the fall 2012 
checkpoint in the beginning of 
the year and the spring 2013 
checkpoint at the end of the 
year. 
 
Children showed a gain of 
34% and 85% respectively for PS3s and PK4s in Cognitive domain.  Most significant gains in objective 
Recognizes and Recalls with 80% for PS3s and 268% for PK4s which includes tells about experiences in order, 
provides details and evaluates experience including recalling 3-4 items removed from view.  These great 
gains also indicate very weak entry scores of 51% (PS3s) and 25% (PK4s) meeting widely held expectations in 
fall 2012.  Other notable gains for PK4s; Persists (189%), Shows curiosity and motivation (112%), and makes 
connections (101%).   
 
Physical Development includes children’s gross-motor and fine motor skills.  Physical development affects 
other areas of development and brain research points to the importance of early, positive movement 
experiences to brain development.   Physical development includes traveling skills, balancing skills, 
manipulative skills and fine-motor strength and coordination.  
   
Children achieved many milestones in physical health and development, including: 
 

¶ Traveling skills;  coordinates complex movements in play and games 

¶ Balancing skills:  sustains balance during complex movement experiences.   

¶ Gross-motor manipulative skills:  manipulates ball with full range of motion 
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¶ Fine-motor strength and coordination: uses small precise finger/hand movements, uses 3 point 
finger grip when writing and drawing. 
 

Physical development showed gains of 39% and 19% for PS3s and PK4s respectively.   
 
This graph illustrates the percentage of 
children with the skills, knowledge and 
behavior within the widely held 
expectations for their age group at the 
fall 2012 checkpoint in the beginning of 
the year and the spring 2013 checkpoint 
at the end of the year. 
 
Science and Technology, Social Studies 
and The Arts 
The domains of science and technology, 
social studies, and the arts utilized 
program defined expectations to assess 

student progress and development.  These consistently outlined definitions and descriptions were assigned 
either 1) no evidence yet, 2) emerging, or 3) meets program expectations.  It is important to be aware that 
these domains are assessed on a different scale than other domains. 
 
This graph illustrates the 
percentage of children with the 
skills, knowledge and behavior 
within the widely held 
expectations for their age group 
at the fall 2012 checkpoint in the 
beginning of the year and the 
spring 2013 checkpoint at the 
end of the year. 
 
Science is the opportunity for 
preschoolers to explore the 
world and collect information to 
figure out how things work.  
Children observe, classify, 
organize, and experiment.   
 
Science and Technology includes:  
 

¶ Scientific inquiry skills 

¶ Knowledge of the characteristics of living things 

¶ Knowledge of the physical properties of objects and materials 

¶ Knowledge of Earth’s environment 

¶ Tool and technology use  
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Social Studies is the study of people and the ways they relate to others.  Everyday experiences provide the 
foundation for learning social studies.  Social Studies includes: 
 

¶ Knowledge about self 

¶ Basic understanding of people and how they live 

¶ Exploration of change related to familiar people or places 

¶ Knowledge of simple geography 
 
The Arts offer new opportunities to apply language skills, small and large motor skills, and problem solving.  
The Arts includes: 

¶ Explore visual arts 

¶ Explore musical concepts and expression 

¶ Explore dance and movement concepts 

¶ Explore drama through actions and language 
 
English Language Acquisition 
Our program collected data on 22% non-English speaking children with; 10% Spanish speaking learners, and 
12% Other languages, mostly Hmong speaking learners.   Children raised in a family in which two languages 
are spoken will become bilingual as they learn both languages.  This is a challenging cognitive task as they 
must learn and maintain two 
languages, rather than just one.  
To assess progress of these dual 
language learners we collected 
data on English Language 
Acquisition for 54 children (19 
PS3s and 35 PK4s).   
 
The graph to the right illustrates 
the percentage of children who 
were increasing or advancing in 
their English Language Acquisition.  
 
English Language Acquisition is 
assessed in two areas;  
 
Demonstrates progress in listening to and understanding English: 

¶ Responds to words and phrases in English when they are not accompanied by gestures or other 
visual aides 

¶ Understands increasingly complex English phrases used by adults and children 
 
Demonstrates progress in speaking English: 
 

¶ Develops multiword phrases by using socially interactive terms in English; adds new words to the 
phrase 

¶ Uses increasingly complex grammar in English; makes some mistakes typical of young children. 
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Tremendous growth is noted for PS3s in both receptive and expressive English Language Acquisition.  The 
PK4 children demonstrate 93% of children with Receptive English Language skills and 76% with ability to 
speak English at a high level.   
 
Implications  
The data presented clearly demonstrates that children who participated in the UW Oshkosh Head Start 
program made significant progress in all the learning domains during the FY 2012-2013 school year.  The 
data also shows that the majority of children enter the program operating at a developmental level that is 
considered below what is typical for their age group.   
  
Outcomes information and child developmental data are used 
by the program on a regular basis to inform teaching 
strategies.  Curriculum is individualized based on needs and 
strengths of each child.  Curriculum activities, environment 
enhancements and group experiences are chosen based on 
children’s current development, next developmental 
milestones, and school readiness goals.  Outcomes indicate 
need for continued focus on program-wide efforts to support 
mathematics.    High/Scope math curriculum kit will be 
explored, and teachers will receive support in specific 
scaffolding strategies to support math objectives.  Family 
engagement will also include more focus on everyday 
mathematics that parents can use in the home for both enrolled children and younger siblings to support 
their development. 
 
Program Developments 
Family Learning Kits have been initiated by UW Oshkosh Head Start to support children’s continued 
development both at home and school.  Families receive learning materials and individualized “family 
learning activities.”   These activities have been selected for their child by their child’s teacher and are based 
on skills that are being worked on in the classroom.  The goals of the family learning kits are multi-fold: to 
provide parents with a hands-on way to learn more about child development; to support parent’s 
understanding of specific school-readiness goals based on the program’s educational program;  to provide a 
specific means for parents to support the development of their child that is consistent with the goals set 
between the parent and teacher in the classroom;  and to support parent understanding of their local school 
district expectations of their child when they transition into public school.  These goals are met in part by the 
structure of the family learning activities.  Each activity is tied to the programs child assessment system 
(Teaching Strategies Gold) and learning outcomes.  Family learning activities will not only provide learning 
opportunities for children, but families will be better equipped and informed to support their children’s 
school readiness.  
 
The UW Oshkosh Head Start Advisory Committee on Education (ACE) has been developed to share Head 
Start’s approach to education and to secure input from community partners and the local school districts.  
School Readiness is a primary goal in Head Start and working collaboratively with parents and the 
community will lead to greater success.  Information shared was used to determine program goals, training 
needs, and community collaboration opportunities.  Input from this advisory committee was invaluable in 
the redevelopment of our program School Readiness Goals.  This committee meets two times each year. 
 



 2012-13 Annual Report                                                                                                                                         Page 10 
 

School Readiness Goals have been revised this year.  UW Oshkosh Head Start knows that a child’s future 
academic success is dependent on being ready to learn and participate in a successful kindergarten 
experience.  The program’s School Readiness Goals are aligned with the High/Scope curriculum model, 
Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards and The Head Start Child Development and Learning Framework.  
These goals have been established across the domains of: language and literacy; cognition and general 
knowledge; approaches toward learning; physical well-being and motor development; and, social and 
emotional development.  Local school district expectations, assessments, and benchmarks were taken into 
consideration as the School Readiness Goals were modified.  Also impacting the revision of School Readiness 
Goals is the research and recommendations on executive function.  Children need to develop abilities 
relating to working memory, inhibitory control and mental flexibility.   UW Oshkosh’s School Readiness Goals 
highlight skills (seen in blue) relate to executive function.  
  
Varied experiences are offered that nurture all areas of learning and development in every child.  School 
readiness is enhanced when children are provided with play-based, exploratory activities that allow them to 
interact, make choices, and participate at their own development with teacher leading them to the next 
level.  The High/Scope Curriculum and the supporting supplements of Conscious Discipline and the Pyramid 
Model embrace the philosophy that children construct their own knowledge through strong relationships, 
play and exploration, and teacher support.  UW Oshkosh School Readiness Goals provide the framework and 
vision to support children to be lifelong learners. 
 
UW Oshkosh Head Start School Readiness Goals: 
Children will understand and care for their Physical Well Being and develop Motor skills. 

§ Children will develop control of small muscles by demonstrating hand eye coordination and dexterity 
while using utensils, building, writing, and performing self-care routines.   

§ Children will develop control of large muscles by demonstrating strength, flexibility, balance, and 
timing when moving.   

 
Children will develop Social and Emotional skills through healthy relationships, behavioral and emotional 
regulation and strong self esteem.  

§ Children will recognize and regulate emotions and behavior.   

§ Children will develop positive and cooperative relationships with adults and children.   

§ Children will work to solve social problems alone or with support of adults.    

§ Children will follow routines, directions, and classroom expectations/rules.    
 
Children will demonstrate an Approach to Learning that indicates they are engaged in social interactions 
and learning experiences.  

§ Children will take initiative, be curious, persist, be flexible with activities and materials, showing an 
eagerness to learn. and engage 

§ Children will plan, reflect and connect experiences. 

§ Children will be creative and imaginative in their work and play. 
 
Children will develop expressive and receptive Language skills and increase Literacy skills. 

§ Children will listen and understand increasingly complex language. 

§ Children will use language and an expanding vocabulary. 
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§ Children will know several letters and their sounds and demonstrate the ability to discern the sounds 
and patterns of spoken language. 

§ Children will demonstrate knowledge of print and engage with literature and other texts. 

§ Children will write to convey meaning. 
  
Children will increase Cognitive skills and enhance General Knowledge in Math, Science, and Social 
Studies. 

§ Children will observe and collect information and use it to ask questions, predict, explain and draw 
conclusions.    

§ Children will use math in everyday routines to count, compare, relate, identify patterns, and problem 
solve.   
 

More Information on Teaching Strategies GOLD 
Teaching Strategies GOLD is grounded in 38 
objectives that guide teachers throughout the 
assessment cycle.  They are based on research, 
include predictors of school success, and are 
aligned with the Head Start Child Development 
and Early Learning Framework, Common Core 
State Standards, and Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards.  Teaching Strategies GOLD was created 
following extensive, literature-based research review of some of the most recent works in the field of early 
childhood education:  The Child Trends School Readiness Predictors Research (2006), the work of the 
National Early Literacy Panel (2009), the Pathways Mapping Initiative (2007), and many individual research 
studies describing predictors of school success.  
  
Teaching Strategies GOLD also includes development and learning on English-language acquisition, 
developed by national expert Dr. Patton Tabors, specifically measuring receptive and expressive language 
skills.  Home language survey is also used by teachers to determine which children qualify as English-
language learners. 
 
GOLD is an observational tool. Teachers or caregivers spend a few minutes each day writing brief notes 
("anecdotes") that describe significant episodes of young children's behavior. They record their notes on 

printed forms or in computer files, and then classify and rate 
them according to the GOLD dimensions and objectives. 
 
Anecdotes, gathered on a child over time and systematically 
rated according to the GOLD areas of development and learning, 
are the basic units of information that are compiled and analyzed 
to provide a comprehensive portrait of each child's 
developmental gains and of the progress of the group as a 
whole. Using GOLD data, a variety of reports may be generated 
from this information. 
 

Teachers completed an 8 hour Basic Training in Teaching Strategies professional development course which 
familiarized them with the tool.  Every fall teachers must complete Inter Rater Reliability certification which 
assures they are accurately assessing children’s development level.   
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HEALTH & NUTRITION HIGHLIGHTS 
UW Oshkosh Head Start continued to collaborate with Tri-County Community Dental Clinic (TCCDC) and Fox 
Cities Community Dental Clinic (FCCDC) to provide oral exams and restoration for Head Start children. These 
clinics came to our classrooms, provided early identification of oral care needs for children, began 
preventive treatment, and accepted the role of becoming a “dental home” for any child in need of one.  

The Director of Health-Related Services continued work with two Registered Dietician consultants to 
improve our food program. We implemented an agency-wide cycle menu system for food service – focusing 
on serving nutrient-dense foods that were also low in fat, sugar, and salt; portion awareness; and nut-free 
foods.  

The Health-Related Services Department also: 

¶ Improved upon the Health, Nutrition, and Safety Policy/Procedure manual for staff reference and 
consistency across centers. 

¶ Provided ongoing health, nutrition, safety, and oral health training for staff and parents. 

¶ Continued to expand upon and fully utilize ChildPlus for Health and Nutrition data tracking. 

 
MEDICAL & DENTAL EXAM PERCENTAGES 
We were pleased to see that many of our children had health insurance at the time of enrollment.  For those 
that did not, we were able to connect them with health coverage or some parents choose private pay only 
for health care.  Over 91% of our children were up-to-date with well-child care at the end of the enrollment 
year which means that health status has been 
evaluated and parents have been instructed in 
age-appropriate prevention and safety.  
Unfortunately, some children withdrew from 
the program before they were evaluated.  We 
also continued to closely monitor weight issues 
among out children and found that 25% of our 
children were either overweight or obese. This 
was a 2.5% decrease from the previous year.  
We again increased our dedication to educating 
families on good nutrition and activity and 
reflected that education in the classrooms. 
Dental care continues to be a concern as only 
73% of our children had a source of dental care 
at enrollment.  We are very pleased that 
through collaborations with Tri-County Community Dental Clinic and Fox Cities Community Dental Clinic, 
100% of our children had a source of dental care at the end of their enrollment.  Through those 
collaborations, over 91% of our children received preventive dental care and most received up to three 
fluoride varnish treatments throughout the school year.  We are pleased that our Head Start children’s 
health is a priority and parents and staff understand the importance of good health.  We believe that a 
child’s health is vital to their ability to learn and grow. 

 

 

Number of children with Health Insurance at 
the END of the ENROLLMENT Year 

92% 

Number of children who are up-to-date on a 
schedule of age- appropriate preventative & 
primary health care 

91% 

Number of children found to be overweight 
or obese 

25% 

Number of children with continuous, 
accessible dental care provided by a dentist 
at the END of the ENROLLMENT Year 

100% 

Number of children who received 
preventative dental care at the END of the 
ENROLLMENT Year. 

91% 
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FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES PERCENTGES 
UW Oshkosh Head Start believes 
that in order to make a longstanding 
impact on a child, the program must 
work with the entire family.  In 
2012-13, the Family & Community 
Partnerships Department did just 
that.  The department served 587 
children and their families.  
  
UW Oshkosh Head Start families 
participate in a family goal setting 
process that is documented on an 
individualized family partnership 
agreement or Family Plan.  The 
Family Plan is a tool Family Resource 
Specialists (FRS) use to work with 
families in a variety of areas.  The 
areas are as varied as the families.  
In one day a FRS may work with one 
family on housing issues, another on 
parenting and transport another 
family to a dentist appointment.  
These services are referred to in the 
chart to the right and include 
families that received services 
directly through the program or 
through program referrals. 
 
HOMELESSNESS 

8% of the families the program 
served experienced homelessness at 
some point during the 2012-13 

program-year.   By working collaboratively with area organizations, 40% 
of the children and families experiencing homelessness acquired housing 
at some point during the Head Start enrollment year.   

SUPPORTING SELF-SUFFICIENCY PROGRAM 

The Oshkosh Area Community Foundation’s U.S. Venture Fund for Basic 
Needs funded the first year of a 3 year grant entitled Supporting Self-
Sufficiency Program.  The Supporting Self-Sufficiency Program is one that 
has implemented a process of intensive work with a limited number of 
Head Start families residing in 
Winnebago County to increase the 

family’s ability to become self-sufficient.  The 12 families currently 
enrolled in the program have participated in the following services: 

 

 

2012-13 Services 
Includes families that received services directly through the program or 

through program referrals 

% of families 

receiving the 

 service 

Emergency/Crisis Intervention 85% 

Housing Assistance 28% 

Mental Health Services 93% 

ESL Training 8% 

Adult Education 25% 

Job Training 20% 

Substance Abuse Prevention or Treatment 5% 

Child Abuse & Neglect Services 95% 

Domestic Violence Services 5% 

Child Support Assistance 14% 

Health Education 90% 

Assistance to Families of Incarcerated Individuals 6% 

Parenting Education 93% 

Relationship/Marriage Education Services 6% 



 2012-13 Annual Report                                                                                                                                         Page 14 
 

¶ Family Assessment and Self-Sufficiency Goal Setting 

¶ Building Effective Social and Community Relationships 

¶ Strengthening Individual and Family Mental Health 

¶ Building Financial Literacy Knowledge 
 

This program or approach seeks to identify and galvanize the bright spots within an individual or family.  It 
seeks to use what works as the foundation for growth in a positive direction.  It’s a little too early for us to 
have hard data from this project, however anecdotally we are beginning to see growth and success 
 

ELIGIBILITY, RECRUITMENT, SELECTION, ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE (ERSEA) 

It has been a busy year for the ERSEA Department.  Family 
Resource Specialists (FRS) & Home Visitors (HVs) and the 
ERSEA Department have been out promoting Head Start and 
getting contact information on potential Head Start families.  
FRS and HVs were seen at area food pantries, WIC offices, 
Salvation Army Thanksgiving & Holiday sign ups, Coat for Kids 
sites, Back to School Fairs, Convoy of Hope and other 
community events. 

 
 
COLLABORATION TO KEEP OUR CHILDREN WARM  
 

The JJ Keller Foundation once again made sure that our Head Start 
children were able to continue their Head Start experience out-of-
doors.  Through a very generous donation they made sure that all 
of our children across all four counties had winter boots, snow 
pants, and winter jackets.  They provided: 

 
57 pairs of Winter Boot 

 
121 Snow Pants 

 
33 Winter Coats 

 
14 sets of Hats & Mittens 

 
 

 

RESULTS OF THE SECRETARY’S MOST RECENT REVIEW & THE FINANCIAL AUDIT 

Our triennial review was conducted during the 2010/2011 program year.  The program was determined to 
be in full compliance with the federal performance standards.  The program will participate in the federal 
on-site review again during the 2013-14 program-year.   

Links to the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 audit issued in March 2012 include: 

 

Cumulative Enrollment:  
637 Children 

 

Average Monthly Enrollment: 
100% 

 

Percentage of Eligible Children Served: 
Approximately 30% 

Based on figures from the 2000 census  
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 Full Text Report: http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lab/reports/13-5full.pdf 

 

EXPLANATION OF BUDGETARY EXPENDITURES & PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF PUBLIC & PRIVATE FUNDS RECEIVED in FY 2011-2012 

 Type of 

Funds 

Name of Funds Amount 

Federal, State 
& Local 

Head Start Federal, State and local funding 
including USDA  

$5,011,660 

 
EXPENSES: 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
UW Oshkosh Head Start 

Personnel $3,671,499 

Training $     50,051 

Travel $   152,702 

Telephone $     26,897 

Rent/Leases/Utilities $   160,326 

Maintenance/Repair $     62,888 

General Service $     76,768 

Supplies (including USDA food) $   493,405 

Insurance $      2,760 

Misc Expense $     47,528 

TOTAL DIRECT $4,744,824 

Indirect $   266,836 

TOTAL EXPENSE $5,011,660 

http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lab/reports/13-5full.pdf

