
PLANNING TO GO TO GRADUATE SCHOOL 
MCnAIR Scholars Q&a 

(March 9, 2012) 
 

1 of 5                                                                u:\presentation materials\mcnair q&a sp12.docx 

 
Search/Select/Decide 
 

• How do we look for accredited programs? 
o web site/professional publications 
o Regional 
o National 
o Professional 

 
• What is the overall structure of the graduate school program? (Classes, 

teaching, etc) 
 

• What should you look for while researching possible graduate schools? 
o Program 
o Geographic 
o Research 
o Faculty 
o Lifestyle 

 
• How do I decide what program is best for me? 

 
• How do I go about contacting certain graduate program advisors? When 

should we do this? 
 

• Is it too early to research graduate schools when you have 1 year left of 
undergraduate? 

 
• What are the benefits to choosing a large or a small graduate school 

program? 
 
  

http://www.back2college.com/library/accreditfaq.htm�
http://www.back2college.com/library/accreditfaq.htm�
http://www.braintrack.com/college-accreditation-articles/articles/types-of-college-accreditation�
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Attend 

• How long can we expect to attend graduate school? 
o 6-10 yrs. – master’s through Ph.D. 

 
• What can I expect when I attend graduate school 

o Peer demographics 
o Class size 
o Nature of course work 
o Reading 
o Group/teams 

 
• How is graduate school different from undergraduate? 

 
• What’s the most difficult part of graduate school? 

 
• How do graduate schools grade your performance? 
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Admission 

• Would simply being in the McNair Scholars program be something that would 
be looked upon favorably by someone reviewing a student's application to 
grad school? 

 
• How important is GPA when applying to grad school vs. having 

extracurricular activities, etc? 
 

•  What is the average GRE score for most graduate schools? 
 

• GRE 
o When should one start studying for the GRE 
o What subjects does it cover? 

 Verbal reasoning 
 Quantitative reasoning 
 Analytical writing 

o Subject tests? (Biochem, Cell & Molecular Bio/Bio/Chem/Comp Sci/Lit in 
English/Math/Physics/Psych) 

o What is the average score? 
 Review graduate school web sites 

o What a score report looks like? 
o What would be a really bad GRE score? 

 Watch percentile 
o An exceptional GRE score? 

 Watch percentile 
o How important is the GRE? 

• Other than transcripts and GRE score, what other things should we prepare 
to give to the graduate school for acceptance? E.g. resume…portfolio, etc 

 
• What are the top qualities they look for in applicants? 

o Motivation 
o Self-directed 
o Can accept criticism 
o Academic achievement (GPA) 
o Content knowledge 
o Clear idea of goals 
o Hard working 

• Does the graduate school applicant waiver apply to certain graduate 
schools that are not in the United States? 

 
• What would be examples of strong references to include in the graduate 

school application?  (Professors, managers, mentors, advisors, club leader, 
etc) 

 
• How can I make my applications from a small school look appealing to a large 

pool of applicants? 
• What extracurricular aspects do graduate school take into account for 

admission? (I.e. besides grades, research and experience)  

http://gradschool.about.com/od/admissionsadvice/a/gpa.htm�
http://www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/about/content/�
http://www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/scores�
http://www.ets.org/s/gre/pdf/examinee_score_report.pdf�
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Financial 

• How expensive would the average Master's degree be? The average PhD? 
o ~$20-40,000 
o Living Expenses ~$10-15,000 

 
 

• What is a fellowship and will it pertain to me? 
o Assigned to a program, lab, faculty 
o Advice for writing a fellowship application 

 
• Where can I look to find out about fellowships per graduate school? 

 
 

• What other financial opportunities are available for a variety of schools? 
(McNair acceptance) 

o Assistantships 
o Grants/Scholarships 
o Residency 

 
• What if I cannot afford graduate school? 

 
  

http://www.uwosh.edu/student_financial/student-accounts/tuition-and-fees�
http://www.ehow.com/facts_4895333_what-graduate-school-fellowship.html�
http://chronicle.com/article/How-to-Win-a-Graduate/46782�
http://www.cashcourse.org/uwosh/articles/id/1758/categoryid/132/scholarship-opportunities-for-grad-school�
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Living 

• Do most graduate schools offer on campus living? 
o Residential/full-time vs. part-time 
o Graduate Student housing vs. no distinction: on- and off- campus 

 


