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I. Student Learning Outcomes for Environmental Studies Majors
Critical thinking, writing, and communication skills
1. Students will be able to analyze representations of key concepts from Environment and Science Area, Environment and Society Area, and/or Environment and Values Area: in mass media, society, literature, theory and/or empirical scholarship.

2. Students will be able to elucidate the key points of a complex article or research work in environmental studies, and to critique the theoretical framework, methodology and findings of that study.

3. Students will be able to appreciate the societal (social, political, economic, cultural and/or ethical) variables that contribute to environmental degradation and to consider critical thought and responsive activism toward resolving environmental problems.

4. Students will be able to demonstrate ability to effectively present research to professional and lay audiences in written and oral form.

Demonstrated understanding of content/context of Environmental Studies Research

5. Students will be able to appreciate the history and key concepts of environmental studies as a field linking disciplines together and tying scholarship to activism and the resolution of environmental problems.

6. Students will be able to understand the relationship between environmental studies research and field/application settings, and to document and reflect on one's individual fieldwork and/or civic engagement as related to environmental studies concepts and goals.

Research skills
7. Students will be able to access and assess a complex literature base on a specific environmental studies topic, and to evaluate the usefulness and limitations of individual sources for that specific topic.

8. Students will be able to design and complete a research project that illuminates an environmental studies topic in a fresh way and includes original interpretation of data collected.

II. Assessment Methods/Tools

Table to Align Program Outcomes and Assessment Methods

	Program Outcomes
	Course/Program Component
	Assessment Format

	1.) Representation of key concepts


	ES 101
	Final Paper/Exam

	2.) 
	ES 260. 261, 282
	Key assignments in each of these core disciplinary areas



	3.) Analyze complex article

	ES 260
	In class presentations and discussion leading on scientific articles



	
	ES 261
	Book review assignment



	4.) Appreciate societal variables
	ES 261
	Semester-long research project

	5.) 
	ES 282
	Final Paper



	6.) Communication of environmental topics

	Oral: ES 101; ES 370; ES 490
	In-class presentations

	7.) 
	Written: ES 101, ES 282, ES 490
	Various written assignments

	8.) Key concepts and history of ES

	ES 101 
	Final paper; reading responses

	9.) 
	ES 260
	exams

	
	ES 490
	Senior seminar advocacy and sustainability papers; capstone research assignment

	
	Exit survey
	Exit survey



	10.) Understand relationship between research and application
	Throughout
	Field studies courses, internships, skills requirements, capstone research paper



	11.) Literature base
	ES 490: Senior Seminar
	Annotated Bibliography assignment



	12.) Design research project


	ES 490: Senior Seminar
	Capstone research assignment


Milestone Assessment points:

Entrance: ES 101, ES 260, ES 261

Midpoint: ES 282, ES 370

End of Program: ES 490, exit survey

On a rotating, two-year cycle, the ES Assessment Committee will choose at least four of the eight learning outcomes for the ES Program for assessment. For each entrance and midpoint milestone (listed above—essentially, all of the classes in the ES core), faculty will choose one assignment from each class to assess chosen learning outcomes. The outcomes to be assessed in each course are indicated in the above table. The end of program assessments will be completed for all participants in ES 490: Senior Seminar and the exit survey (at least while the total program numbers remain relatively low). Core faculty will prepare a written assessment for each assignment/outcome. Assessment results will be submitted to the Program Director for storage in the Assessment folder on the R Drive.

III. Interpretation of Assessment Results

Every two years, the ES Assessment Committee will meet to review the data. Class averages for each core course will be tabulated and shared. Each member of the core faculty will choose one assignment from one of their core classes and use this to prepare a written assessment and an oral report on the extent to which that assignment (and the course in general) evaluates selected learning outcomes. Each member of the committee will read ten different senior research theses (which will be made available in print and electronic form) and evaluate data gathered from exit surveys. The committee will assess the extent to which students are meeting program goals. The ES Assessment Committee will prepare a report on the data for the full ES faculty, which will be distributed electronically and also placed in the Assessment folder on the R Drive.

IV. Interpretation of Assessment Results & Response

Every other year, upon completion of the ES Assessment Committee report, the full ES Faculty will meet to share and discuss assessment results, and to consider appropriate actions. ES faculty will determine whether ES Program goals are being met, and if not will consider appropriate responses through curriculum changes, new course offerings, new assignments, and/or expanded internship and field work opportunities.

