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AREA: The Weight of History: Body Image and Love

For better or for worse, since the creation of the ‘movie star’ phenomenon in the early twentieth century, the viewing public has turned to actors and actresses as cultural guides.  Perhaps nowhere is this more apparent than with regard to body image.  This area will explore the ways in which Hollywood and television programs represent the search for love involving plus-size characters and performers.   What do these images and narratives tell us about the relationship between weight and the ability to be seen as “loveable” or desirable?  How do film and television stars, through their performance and personal lives, affect the way “normal people” feel about their bodies?  How has this changed over time?  
This Call for Papers seeks submissions concerning a wide range of television programs and films across the decades that explore the changing messages about love and body image, and about whether the shape of one’s body – and how one feels about their form – makes one more deserving of love.

Papers might address (but are not limited to) the following: 

· Love in reality television programs that feature weight loss as the ultimate goal (i.e. ‘The Biggest Loser,’ ‘Ruby,’ ‘Celebrity Fit Club,’ ‘Fat Actress’ and ‘Dance Your Ass Off’)

· Loving your body– films and television celebrating ‘curves’ (i.e. Hairspray,  “Glee,” Real Women Have Curves)
· Gender, weight, and love (i.e. why do fat men get the skinny girls? – “The Honeymooners”, Tommy Boy, “The Drew Carey Show,” “King of Queens”, “The Simpsons”)

· Race, ethnicity, and body image

· Feeling fat – how self-image affects relationships with others – (i.e. Muriel in Muriel’s Wedding, and Bridget Jones in Bridget Jones’ Diary)
· Fat families on television and in film (i.e. Rosanne)
· Weight, sexual orientation, and the search for love
· Fat without apology – plus-sized performers in film and television 

· Fat on film - Relationships and love in ‘fat stigmatization’ films such as Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me, Norbit, Shallow Hal, The Nutty Professor, Bridget Jones Diary, Shrek  

· Love in “Transformation” movies (i.e. My Big Fat Greek Wedding)

· Oprah Winfrey’s popularity

· Celebrity diets, workout-regimes, and their relationship to “the public”

Please send your 200-word proposal by e-mail to the area chair:

Elizabeth Matelski, Area Chair

Loyola University Chicago

Email: ematels@luc.edu
Panel proposals for up to four presenters are also welcome, but each presenter must submit his or her own paper proposal. For updates and registration information about the upcoming meeting, see the Film & History website (www.uwosh.edu/filmandhistory).

