
EAA TIF 

Hold on to your wallet.  We’ve got another one of those TIF proposals lurking in the 
neighborhood. 

Not that all TIFs are bad. The original idea was to help city governments pay for all 
the public improvements that a new economic development would require.  A new 
industrial park for example needs city streets, water lines, sewers, storm sewers and 
so forth.  So the city takes all of the new property taxes from the new industrial 
buildings, and uses them to pay for all those improvements. 

You can stretch that logic just a little, to justify using TIFs to tear down old 
dilapidated buildings that have outlived their usefulness.  The city buys them for next 
to nothing, razes them, and then sells the property to a developer at its market 
value.  It then uses the property taxes from the new development to pay off its 
demolition costs.  That’s how we got rid of the old foundry between Jackson and 
Wisconsin. 

The problem arises when you stretch that logic even further, thereby distorting it 
altogether.  Building streets and sewers is clearly an appropriate use of property tax 
dollars, which is what TIF money is.  Tearing down decrepit eyesores is probably an 
appropriate use as well.  But since when does it make sense to hand over your and 
my property taxes to some developer, just to cover his private construction costs? 

Because that is what TIFs have become.  Not all of them, mind you – we still have 
the industrial park ones – but increasingly, more and more of them.  It didn’t start 
with the 100 block, but that’s as classic an example as you’re going to find.  The City 
estimated the total property taxes on that building for its first 20 years (based on 
construction cost, not the lower tax assessment it actually got!).  It then borrowed 
that entire amount (minus interest) and handed it over to Ganther.  Your tax dollars 
and mine subsidized that white elephant. 

So now the EAA is asking to dip into the trough.  It seems they want to build a 
convention hall, probably because they’ve figured it will be a profitable venture for 
them.  So good, more power to them. 

But not with our tax dollars.  They say they need the TIF to pay for bathrooms and 
the like for the new hall (or halls).  Is that really an appropriate use of our tax dollars 
– to build bathrooms in a privately owned structure?  Because if it is, I have a 
bathroom that needs remodeled.  Maybe you do too. 

Now I know, EAA brings dollars into Oshkosh.  They have a big number, generated 
by an Economic Impact Study, to prove it.  Well guess what – every single business 
in town brings dollars into Oshkosh.  So by that logic, we should be using tax dollars 
to provide plumbing facilities in every dentist office, auto repair shop, and factory in 
town.  Whether they have an Economic Impact big number or not. 

Frankly though, I think it’s time to go back to the original logic, to TIF 101.  It’s time 
to end the gravy train, to end every Tom, Dick, or Harry who claims to be doing 
“economic development” having his hand in the public till.  If it really is economic 
development, it should be able to stand up on its own merits, and not have be 
propped up by a public subsidy.  And if it can’t, it’s not really development. 

After all, we have enough taxpayer subsidized white elephants already. 


