
Filling the Empty Council Seat 

I didn’t vote for him. I really don’t thing he’s the best man for the job. But that 
doesn’t matter. Steve Cummings should be appointed to fill the vacant seat on the 
Oshkosh Common Council. Because unlike everyone else we could possibly 
nominate, he has earned the position. 

Paul Esslinger’s election as Oshkosh’s mayor gives him and the rest of the Common 
Council the opportunity to appoint anyone the majority wishes to fill the vacated 
spot. The temptation for the majority, whoever that majority might be, is to find 
some like-minded person who will consistently vote their way, solidifying their 
majority. I assume that’s exactly what Esslinger has in mind when he suggests he 
wants people to submit their resumes to him. 

And that’s certainly one way to do it – good old fashioned Chicago-style politics. But 
I’d like to believe that we here in Oshkosh subscribe to a higher version of politics, 
one that gives the voters, as much as possible, their say.  And to my mind, whether 
I like it or not, the voters have chosen Steve Cummings. 

Yes, yes, I know – the voters were only voting for the top 3 candidates. And those 6 
candidates were only running for those 3 open positions. But we all knew that this 
opening was a distinct possibility. Your Favorite Appointee could have taken out 
papers last December, to put his or her name on the ballot. Your Favorite Appointee 
could have attended all those debates and forums, filled out all those newspaper 
questionnaires, got all those voters to cast their ballots for him or her. But Your 
Favorite Appointee didn’t. Cummings did.  That’s what I mean by earning the 
position. 

And no, I’m not supporting Cummings at this point because I’m somebody’s lapdog. 
I’ll put my record on the Council, as someone willing to stand up against the 
entrenched interests when I believed they were wrong, up against anyone’s, any day 
of the week. No, I’m supporting Cummings now for one simple reason: it’s the right 
thing to do. 

It’s the right thing to set this precedent – that when an opening appears, you 
appoint the voters’ next top choice to fill it. The entry fee is crystal clear, and open 
to everyone, the exact same entry fee that everyone who is elected has to pay: the 
candidacy papers, the forums, the vote. No backroom deals, no I’ll scratch your 
back, no behind closed doors discussions. Just Open Government, at it’s simplest and 
best. 

If you think about it, this is the defining moment for Paul Esslinger and the majority 
that he might possibly command. A few months ago, Paul stood up for Open 
Government, and I commend him for it. But that was relatively easy for Paul, since 
standing up for Open Government then didn’t require giving anything up. 

But this is tougher. If the fourth place finisher had been an Esslinger acolyte, 
someone who could be reliably expected to vote Paul’s way every time, then 
appointing that person wouldn’t have meant very much in terms of precedent. 
“Sure”, they’d be able to say, “Paul appointed the fourth place guy, but that’s who he 
would’ve appointed anyway.” 

Now however, Paul and the Council have a real opportunity to set a real precedent. 
They can do the right thing, even though it means naming someone to the position 
they really don’t want, or they can do the easy thing, and name their favorite fellow 
traveler. 

So, this is it, Paul. This is your chance to show us what you’re really made of. 
Personally, I’d suggest rising to the occasion. Wouldn’t you? 


