
MUSIC 173: Aural Skills I 
 

Instructor:        Dr. Ken Liske    Dr. Ed Martin     
Office:   A&C N228    A&C N 214   
Office Hours:   TBA     TBA  
email:            liske@uwosh.edu   martine@uwosh.edu 
 
Section 001C Ð T, Th 9:10-10:10, A&C N213, Dr. Liske 
Section 002C Ð T, Th 10:20-11:20, A&C N213, Dr. Liske 
Section 003C Ð T, Th 1:50-2:50, A&C N209, Dr. Martin  
 
Course Description 
A course for music majors that combines sight singing and ear training covering materials 
and reinforcing concepts drawn from Music 107.  Co-requisites:  Music 107 and Music 147.  
 

 1 Unit 
 
Course Objectives 

¥ Sing proper and identify by ear intervals, major and minor scales, and triads 
¥ Sing melodies (major and minor) and rhythms (simple and compound meter) at sight 

with conducting patterns and solfege 
¥ Dictate melodies, rhythms, and simple chord progressions by ear 

 
Required Text and Materials 

¥ Benjamin, Thomas and Michael Horvit, Robert Nelson. Music for Sight Singing, 5th 
edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 2008. 

¥ Music manuscript paper (8.5Ó x 11Ó, 10-12 staves per page), download from D2L 
¥ Pencils.  Assignments completed in ink will not be accepted 
¥ Blank audio cassette tapes or CDRs (minimum of three) 

 
Attendance 
Attendance is critical to your success in this course.  University policy states that you are 
expected to attend each class session.  If you miss a class for any reason, it is your 
responsibility to contact a classmate to obtain notes, assignments, and announcements.  
Make-up quizzes will only be given and late assignments will only be accepted with the 
instructorÕs prior consent.  In the event of illness, a note from the Student Health Center in 
combination with an email notifying the instructor prior to the scheduled meeting time is 
acceptable.   
 
Grading 
Practice assignments    5%  
Written assignments    25%    
Vocal quizzes     35%     
Written quizzes    35% 
   
Department of Music Academic Policies 

¥ If a student earns less than a C in any Music Theory course (107/108/204/206) or any 
Aural Skills course (173/174/273/274) that course must be repeated in the next 
academic year or progress as a music major stops and the student can no longer 
declare music as a major. 

¥ If, in any semester after that in which a student first earns a grade less than C, the 
student earns another grade less than C in any of the Music Theory or Keyboard 
Harmony/Aural Skills courses listed above, then progress as a music major stops and 
the student can no longer declare music as a major. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Practice Assignments and Written Assignments 
You will be asked to prepare a practice assignment and/or written assignment for most class 
meetings.   Practice assignments are designed to prepare you for the next written assignment 
and quiz.  These short assignments will be given frequently and may be checked or collected 
during the following class period. 
 
Written assignments are designed to help you prepare for the next written quiz.  These longer 
assignments will be collected on the day of the corresponding quiz.  Written assignments may 
consist of exercises from Auralia Ð Complete Ear-Training for All Musicians, version 3.5 (PC) 
or supplementary exercises distributed by your instructor.   Auralia is available in the general 
access computer labs around campus and may be used during open lab hours.   Students 
must bring their own headphones to the lab.  Written assignments will be collected 
immediately at the beginning of class on their due dates; late assignments will not be 
accepted without prior consent of the instructor.  
 
It is very important that you complete and learn from all of the assignments; the nature of the 
material covered this semester demands a mastery of each concept in order for the next to be 
understood.  
 
ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED INDIVIDUALLY unless otherwise noted by the 
instructor.  If it is determined that students are collaborating on assignments, all students 
involved will receive a grade of 0 and further disciplinary action may be taken.  

 
 Assignments and announcements will be posted on D2L at least 36 hours before they     
 are due.  It is your responsibility to check D2L before each class period to see what  
 assignments are due.   You are also expected to check your university email account 
 at least once per day. 
 
Vocal Quizzes  
You will take six vocal quizzes over the course of the semester.  These may be administered 
in class, given individually by appointment, or recorded and collected in class.  The instructor 
will notify you as to how the vocal quiz will be administered at least three class periods in 
advance of the next vocal quiz.   Recorded vocal quizzes may be turned in on an audio CD, 
cassette tape, or as mp3 files (on a flash drive or data CD).   You may turn in a zip drive at 
your own risk; the instructor does not take responsibility for any lost data on the zip drive or 
lost zip drives.  A cassette recorder with a built-in microphone is located in the Òscore roomÓ of 
the Music Resources Center and is available for your use during operating hours (posted on 
the door).  If recording with audio recording and editing software (e.g. Audacity or Pro Tools), 
please note that EDITING OF AUDIO RECORDINGS IS NOT PERMITTED (i.e. each example 
must be recorded in one take).  Sections of one example may not be cut and spliced together.  
If it is determined that a student has performed unauthorized edits on his or her recording, a 
grade of zero will be given for that quiz and further disciplinary action may be taken.    
 
The grading procedures for vocal quizzes will be distributed by your instructor in advance of 
the first vocal quiz.   For each vocal quiz (in-class, by appointment, and recorded), the 
instructor may opt to grade all of the assigned exercises, or to grade only a select number of 
exercises. 
 
Written Quizzes 
You will take six written quizzes over the course of the semester.  These may be administered 
in class or at the Testing Center (Polk Library, Room 2 in basement).  The instructor will notify 
you as to how the written quiz will be administered at least three class periods in advance of 
the next written quiz. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty in any portion of the coursework shall be grounds for awarding a grade 
of ÒFÓ for that item and/or the entire course.  Please refer to the University of Wisconsin 
Oshkosh Student handbook for more information (www.uwosh.edu/stuaff/studenthandbook/). 
 
Grading Scale 
A  93-100 
A-  90-92 
B+     87-89 
B   83-86 
B-  80-82  
C+  77-79 
C  73-76 
C-  70-72 
D+  67-69 
D  63-66 
D-  60-62 
F  0-59 
 
 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Week 1: Pitch matching, conducting patterns, rhythm sight reading (simple meter) 
Week 2: Solfege, major scales, rhythm dictation (simple meter), melodic dictation 
Week 3: Week 1 & 2 topics continued 
Week 4: Major scale in 3rds, melodic dictation, solfege interval singing and identification 
(major) 
Week 5: Week 4 topics continued 
Week 6: Minor scale, melodic dictation (minor), compound meter singing and dictation, solfege 
interval singing and identification (minor) 
Week 7: Week 6 topics continued  
Week 8: Melodic intervals, triads in root position, melody singing and dictation (outlining tonic 
triad) 
Week 9: Week 8 topics continued 
Week 10: Harmonic intervals, triads in inversion, melody singing and dictation (outlining tonic 
triad in inversion), 1:1 and 2:1 counterpoint singing and dictation 
Week 11: Week 10 topics continued 
Week 12: Week 10 continued, Thanksgiving break 
Week 13: Cadence and phrase identification, melody singing and dictation (melodies outlining 
I V7 I), harmonic dictation (I and V7 chords) 
Week 14: Week 13 topics continued 
Week 15: quizzes 
 
Schedule is subject to change 
 
 


