CS 346    Web Software Development 

TEAM PROJECT    Requirements 

KEY DUE DATES: 
Site proposal and Team membership – 5 p.m. on Mon Nov 16 (3 or 4 people per team are acceptable). – email to me

Site design – 5 p.m. on Mon Nov 23: Single document upload to Team Project - Design folder (one per team).
Site completion – 5 pm on Dec 15: Upload to cs346 server (let me know the web URL).
Presentation of Site to Class – 6 pm Class Meeting on Thu Dec 17 (all team members present)                              
Team Project involves a range of different project foci and purposes.  No matter what the project objective, each project must meet the same set of criteria to demonstrate student learning and application of key concepts in web software development.  The key requirements for Team Project are provided below.  These are the requirements on which each project will be evaluated.  Be sure to email (or ask in class) if any of the requirements are unclear or you need help understanding or interpreting them.  And do note that each project will receive 50 points for complying with ALL requirements stated herein - this includes requirements for submission of items and the site requirements.  Evaluation criteria for assessing your performance on the project will be forthcoming. 

1. Your site must be XHTML Strict compliant, and validate against the W3 HTML Validator. 

2. Your site must use ONLY EXTERNAL STYLES in the form of CSS, and validate against the W3 CSS Validator. 

3. Your site must include server technologies - PHP and MySQL.

4. Your site must connect with a database and perform data insertion, deletion, update, and query operations that are used to generate and maintain data relevant to your site.  This must be BEYOND user authentication (but of course, may also include user validation as a component although this will not "count" as your database access). 

5. Your site must have a well-designed, efficient structure that is content-focused. 

6. Your site must have a well-designed, easy-to-use and understandable navigation structure that facilitates user tasks associated with viewer visits to the site. 

7. Your site must use appropriate visual design concepts. 

8. Your site must be designed for accessibility, since it is not certain what type of users will be visiting your site. 

9. Your site must work well and look good in the major browsers:  IE 6 & 7, FireFox 3.01 and up, and the latest versions of Safari and Opera. 

10. Your site must meet the purpose/objective of your stated project. 

11. Your site adherence (or explained variance) from initial site design. 
12. Your site must be operational on the cs346 server.

SITE DESIGN DELIVERABLE for Nov 23: 

This design document should be a brief document (again, a SINGLE document submitted ONE per team) that is a professional document containing the following (in addition to those things a professional doc typically contains): 

1. A brief overview/description of the purpose of your site - what problem or need does your site address?  This should NOT be a technical description of the site. 

2. A hierarchical diagram that displays the proposed site map - each page should be represented as a rectangle with the home page at the top of the structure with next level branches representing the major content/topics, and subsequent branches showing finer content/topic breakdowns.  Each rectangle should represent a page. 

3. "Wireframe" page layouts that show the location of navigation and key elements of a page.  Do one for each of the major page layouts you will be using. 

4. A "demo" page with external CSS that contains the styles/presentation details for the site illustrated on the page.  This could be the home page.  Note that both HTML and CSS files must be validation-compliant. 

5. A preliminary layout for the data table(s) that will support your web site. Carefully consider all data elements carefully, arrange them into records and tables, and provide notations for both primary keys and foreign keys, as appropriate.  

Your project design should be so well thought out that it becomes an easy road map for all members of your team to follow.  This will help facilitate working separately, at your own pace and in your own time, to allow effective completion of a top quality site.  It is also important that you keep track of and note any deviations of your final site from the plan that you submit - you must explain the differences and why they occurred during your final project presentation. 

  

  

  

  

