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Honors Interdisciplinary Seminar: Truth
Honors 175, Sections 004 and 005

Summer Writing Assignment: Flatland

As we shall see during the Honors seminar, absolute truth can be notoriously difficult to pin down.  Sometimes what is clearly true to us is not at all obvious to others, while at other times, an obvious truth for someone else is not so for us.  This was the experience of A Square, the narrator of Flatland when he was in Spaceland and Lineland.  He was unable in the first case to understand the truth of another, and in the second case to explain his truth to someone else.
Your Assignment:  With the issues raised by Flatland in mind, write a short essay (between 600 and 1000 words) describing an experience you have had on one side or the other of a “truth,” either one that is obvious to you but not to others, or one that is clear to someone else but not to you.

a) If you choose to describe a truth that is obvious to you but not to others, explain how you know (really know) it is true.  Where does that knowledge come from?  How did you prove it or attempt to explain it to others even those whose worldview and experiences differ drastically from yours?  

b) If you describe an experience where someone attempts to impart a truth to you, explain what was challenging about the truth.  Was the person ultimately successful?  Why or why not? 
In either case, please incorporate some specific examples from Flatland as points of illustration, contrast, or elaboration.  Your experience can come from any aspect of your life (political, religious/ethical, athletic, social, etc.) as long as you can make it relevant.
[If you prefer, you may choose a different topic for your essay by exploring other issues raised by Flatland.  For example, how do a world’s beliefs about what is true affect the social and political organization of that world?  Or, is a world or society justified in suppressing a truth that might be dangerous to that society?  Many other such questions could be suitable topics for exploration in your essay.] 

Format / Submission Guidelines

The essay should be typed, double-spaced, single-sided, and between approximately 600 and 1,000 words (i.e., at least two double-spaced pages but less than four).  

Paginate your document and include on the first page (or on a title page) your name, the course name, the course number and section, your instructor’s name, and the date.  We will collect your assignment at the beginning of our first session, Monday, September 14, at 3:00 in Clow 23 (our group meeting room).  

Writing Expectations

Although the assignment is intended to be relatively short, informal, and reflective, we still expect you to adhere to the conventions of English grammar and style (i.e., not sloppy or chatty) and to put some thought into organizing your ideas into effective paragraphs, including an introduction that allows the reader to anticipate the direction of your reflections.
Grading / Assessment

The summer assignment counts for 25 points of the course total of 1,000 (or 2.5%).  
Our assessment will be based on the following: 1) timely submission of the assignment; 2) adherence to the basic writing expectations identified above; 3) evidence that you have, in fact, read Flatland; and 4) a reasonable attempt to describe a personal experience related to the seminar theme: Truth (and how we can come to know it). 
Support

An electronic copy of Flatland can be found via the links available at
http://www.uwosh.edu/faculty_staff/henson/175/.  
Please contact us at using our email addresses below (or contact the Honors Program at 920.424.1303) if you have any difficulty obtaining a copy of the text.  Also, feel free to contact us at any time in the coming weeks if you have questions on the assignment or on the expectations for the course.  

We look forward to reading your essay and hearing your thoughts on Flatland.
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