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THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST OF MEXICO
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‘[/T! N\Thus, we arrived near lztapalapa, to behold the splen
' our of the other Caciques who came out to meet us, who

were the Lord of the town named Cuitlahuac, and the Lord
of Culuacan, both of them near relations of Montezuma.
And then when we entered the city of Iztapalapa, the ap-
pearance of the palaces in which they lodged us! How spa-
‘cious and well built they were, of beautiful stone work and
cedar wood, and the wood of other sweet scented trees, with
great rooms and courts, wonderful to behold, covered with
awnings of cotton cloth,

When we had looked well at all of this, we went to the
orchard and garden, which was such a wonderful thing to
see and walk in, that I was never tired of looking at the
diversity of the trees, and noting the scent which eachone
had, and the paths full of roses and flowers, and the many
fruit trees and native roses,-and the pond of fresh water.
‘There was another thing to observe, that great canoes were
able to pass into the garden from the lake through an open-
ing that had been made so that there was no need for their
.occupants.to land. And all was cemented and very splendid
with many kinds of stone [monuments] with pictures on
them, which gave much to think about. Then the birds of
many kinds and breeds which came into the pond. I'say
again that I stood looking at it and thought that never in
the world would there be discovered other lands such as
these, for at that time there was no Peru, nor any thought
of it. Of all these wonders that I then beheld to-day all-is
overthrown and lost, nothing left standing.
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CHAPTER XLIII

EaRLY next day we left Iztapalapa with a large escort of
those great Caciques whom I have already mentioned. We
proceeded’along the Causeway which is here eight paces in

width and rums so straight to the City of Mexico that it does-

not seem to me to turn either much or little, but, broad as
it is, it was so crowded with people that there was hardly
room for them all, some of them going to and others return-
ing from Mexico, besides those who had come out to see us,
so that we were hardly able to pass by the crowds of them
that came; and the towers and cues were full of people as
well as the canoes from all parts of the lake. It was not to
be wondered at, for they had never before seen horses or
men such as we are, and we—we did not even number four
hundred soldiers! and we well remembered the words.and
warnings given us by the people of Huexotfingo and Tlax-
cala, and the many other warning that had been given that
we should beware of entering Mexico, where they would
kill us, as soon as they had us inside.

Let the curious readers consider whether there is not
much to ponder over in this that I am writing. What men
have there been in the world who have shown such daring?
But let us get on, and march along the Causeway. When
we arrived where another small causeway branches off*
[leading to Coyoacan, which is another city] where there

were some buildings like towers, whicli are their oratories,-
many more chieftains and Caciques approached clad in very

rich mantles, the brillant liveries of one chieftain differing

from those of another, and the causeways were crowded:

with them.
There we halted for a good while, and Cacamatzin, the
Lord of "T'excoco, and the Lord of Iztapalapa and the Lord
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174 THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST OF MEXICO

of Tacuba and the Lord of Coyoacan went on in advance to
meet the Great Montezuma, who was approaching in a rich
litter accompanied by other great Lords and Caciques, who
owned vassals. When we arrived near to Mexico, where
there were some other small towers, the Great Montezuma
got down from his litter, and those great Caciques sup-
ported him with their arms beneath a marvellously rich
canopy of green coloured feathers with much gold and silver
embroidery and with pearls and chalchihuites suspended
from a sort of bordering, which was wonderful to look at.

" The Great Montezuma was richly attired according to his

usage, and he was shod with sandals, the soles were of gold
and the upper part adorned with precious stones. The four
Chieftains who supported his arms were also richly clothed
according to their usage, in garments which were apparently
held ready for them on the road to enable them to accom-
pany their prince, for they did not appear in such attire
when they came to receive us. Besides these four Chieftains,
there were four other great Caciques who supported the
canopy over their heads, and many other Lords who walked
before the Great Montezuma, sweeping the ground where
he would tread and spreading cloths on it, so that he should
not tread on the earth. Not one of these chieftains dared
even to think of looking him in the face, but kept their eyes
lowered with great reverence, except those four relations,
his nephews, who supported him with their arms.

When Cortés was told that the Great Montezuma was
approaching, and he saw him coming, he dismounted from
his horse, and when he was near Montezuma, they simul-
taneously paid great reverence to one another. Montezuma
bade him welcome and our Cortés replied through Doifia
Marina wishing him very good health. And it seems to me
that Cortés, through Dofia Marina, offered him his right
hand, and Montezuma did not wish to take it, but he did
give his hand to Cortés and then Cortés brought out a neck-
lace which he had ready at hand, made of glass stones, which

" '——ﬁ_
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I have already said are called Margaritas, which have within
them many patterns of diverse colours, these were strung
on a cord of gold and with musk so that it should have a
sweet scent, and he placed it round the neck of the Great
Montezuma and when he had so placed it he was geing to
embrace him, and those great Princes who accompanied
Montezuma held back Cortés by the arm so that he should
not embrace him, for they considered it an indignity.

Then Cortés through the mouth of Dofia Marina tcld
him that now his heart rejoiced at having seen such a great
Prince, and that he took it as a great honour that he had
come in person to meet him and had frequently shown him
such favour.

Then Montezuma spoke other words of politeness to him,
and told two of his nephews who supported his arms, the
Lord of Texcoco and the Lord of Coyoacan, to go with us
and show us to our quarters, and Montezuma with his other
two relations, the Lord of Cuitlahuac and the Lord of Ta-
cuba who accompanied him, returned to the city, and all
those grand companies of Caciques and chieftains who had
come with him returned in his train. It was indeed wonder-
ful, and, now that I am writing about it, it all comes before
my eyes as though it had happened but yesterday. Coming
to think it over it seems to be a great mercy that our Lord
Jesus Christ was pleased to give us grace and courage to dare
to enter into such a city; and for the many times He has
saved me from danger of death, as will be seen later on, I
give Him sincere thanks, and in that He has preserved me
to write about it, although I cannot do it as fully as is fitting'
or the subject needs. Let us make no words about it, for
deeds are the best witnesses to what I say here and elsewhereé.

Let us return to our entry to Mexico. They took us to
lodge in some large houses, where there were apartments
for all of us, for they had belonged to the father of the Great
Montezuma, who was named Axayaca, and at that time
Montezuma kept there the great oratories for his idols, and
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176 THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST OF MEXICO

a Sectet chamber where he kept bars and jewels of gold,
which was the treasure that he had inherited from his father
Axayaca, and he never disturbed it. They took us to lodge
in that house, because they called us Teules, and took us for
such, so that we should be with the Idols or Teules which
were kept there. However, for one reason or another, it was
there they took us, where there were great halls and cham-
bers canopied with the cloth of the country for our Captain,
and for every one of us beds of matting with canopies above,
and no better bed is given, however great the chief may be,
for they are not used. And all these palaces were coated with
shining cement and swept and garlanded.

As soon as we arrived and entered into the great court,
the Great Montezuma took our Captain by the hand, for
he was awaiting him, and led him to the apartment and
salon where he was to lodge, which was very richly adorned
according to their usage, and he had at hand a very rich
necklace made of golden crabs, a marvellous piece of work,
and Montezuma himself placed it round the neck of our
Captain Cortés, and greatly astonished his [own] Captains
by the great honour that he was bestowing on him. When
the necklace had been fastened, Cortés thanked Montezuma
through our interpreters, and Montezuma replied—"Malin-
che you and your brethren are in your own house, rest
awhile,” and then he went to his palaces, which were not far
away, and we divided our lodgings by companies, and placed
the artillery pointing in a convenient direction, and the
order which we had to keep was clearly explained to us, and
that we were to be much on the alert, both the cavalry
and all of us soldiers. A sumptuous dinner was provided
for us according to their use and custoin, and we ate it at
once. So this was our lucky and daring entry into the great
city of -Tenochtitlan Mexico on the 8th day of November
the year of our Saviour JésusChrist, 1519.

Thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ for it all.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES TO BOOK V1

THE VALLEY OF MEXICO

TreWalley of Mexico is a level plain about 7,244 feet above the sea,
compleigly surrounded by mountains which leave, no exit -for the
escape ofthe water from a fairly abundant rainfall, and as a cpfise-
quence the “whole valley at one period must have formed ome vast
lake, whose volume was limited only by soakage and the vety rapid
evaporation dueNp a tropical sun. At the time of the Cahiquest the
area of the surface nf the lakes was (very roughtly) 4424quare miles.

The mountains suspounding the valley may be pdughly divided
into three Janges. To Xhe East the Sierra Nevadd, with the great
peaks of Popocatepetl (17, 7 ft.) and Ixtaccihuaty') 7,342 ft.) capped
with perpetual snow, and thé\three lower peaks o the North, Papayo,
Telapon and Tlaloc; to the South lies the/great volcanic barrier
of Ajusco, to the West the range 0§ Las Cryces, and to the North that
of Pachucd.

Although the lakes have received diffgtent names, the water surface
must have been continuous until sepdrated by the earthworks of the
Indians. Starting from the North/Ahe laksg are named Zumpango,
Xaltocan, Texcoco, Xochimilco axid Chaleo. NI these lakes were very
shallow,

The site of the City was driginally, in all probability, two reed-
covered mud banks or islands, which may have byen cultivated in
much the same manner/as were the chinampas or Rating gardens
at the time ‘of the Copiquest, or as the chinampas of Xochimilco are
at the presept day,/and these two islands became respestively the
sites of the towns 0f Tlatelolco and Tenochtitlan, and the sgace be-
tween them’ way/eventually reduced to a rather broad canal.

The chinamppas were formed by heaping up the soft mud from\tie
lake on to wiattles in order to form seed beds for flowers and vegetabl
and thése floating gardens gradually increased in size and became more

compagf from the growth of the interlacing roots of the willows and
other’ water-loving plants until they may have supported a small hut
jat the owner and his family, and the lengthening roots eventually
anchored them on the shallow margin of the Iake,

These gardens are divided into long narrow strips with canals
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warning, and so he prayed him to do what he was asked
and carry it into effect.

As Montezuma appeared to wish to reply, Cortés broke off
his aygument, and to all of us who were with him he said:
“with'this we have done our duty considering it is the firs
attemptX

Montezwma replied: “Sefior Malinche, I have undeyétood
your words 3nd arguments very well before now, from what
you said to m servants at the sand dunes, this abdut three
Gods and the Gross, and all those things thay you have
preached in the tywns through which you haye come. We

+ have not made any\answer to it because hgfe throughout

all time we have wolshipped our own g#ds, and thought
they were good, as no Youbt yours are/so do not trouble
to speak to us any more ahout them at present. Regarding
the creation of the world, we have Held the same belief for
ages past, and for this reason wg¢ gdke it for certain that you
are those whom our ancestors ) dicwld—m%[fftém
the dEE(Liog,a-Hh sunrise,/As fo! your great King, 1
that Tam indebted to Rij, and I wil give him of what I
possess, for as I have alyt ady said, two ¥gars ago I heard of
the Captains who camé in ships, from the direction in which
you came, and they’said that they were the Y¢rvants of this
your great Km /and I wish to know if you arhall one and
the same.’ /

Cortés repfied: Yes, that we were all brethren and\ ervants
of our Epfperor, and that those men came to examige the
way and th¢ seas and the ports so as to know them wall in
ordey'that/we might follow as we had done. Montezuma was
to the expeditions of Francisco Herndndez dé
Cérdoya and of Grijalva, and he said that ever since that
time fie had wished to capture some of those men who-had
gorre 50 as to keep them in his kingdoms and cities and 1o
them honour, and his gods had now fulfilled his desires,
for now that we were in his home, which we might call our
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¢n, we should rejoice and take our rest, for there we showlid
be well treated

o.. mantles. The gold
more than a thousand
x| with the air of a great

that he then gave us was worth IR 21
pesos and he gave it all cheerfully

every day conferring
dinner time.” Mongé
coming to see hjrd, and then we took our leave witk

e5y and we went to our-lodgings.

breedm #hich he showed in everything, and that we should
v in all ways the greatest respect, doffing our quilted
when we passed before him, and this we always did.

CHAPTER XLV -

THE Great Montezuma was abbut forty years 6ld, of good
height and well proportioned, slender and spare -of flesh,
not very swarthy, but of the natural colour and shade of an
Indian. He did not wear his hair long, but so as just to cover
his ears, his scanty black beard was well shaped -and thin.
His fice was somewhat long, but cheerfulfand he had good
eyes and showed in h15~appearance and manner, both tender-
ness and, when necessary, gravity. He was very neat and
clean and bathed once every day in the afternoon. He had
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188 THFE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST OF MEXICO

many women as mistresses, daughters of Chieftains, and he »

had- two great Cacicas as his legitimate wives. He was free
from unnatural offences. The clothes that he wore one day,
he did not put on again until four days later. He had over-
two hundred chieftains in his guard, in other rooms close
to his own, not that all were meant to converse with him,
but only one or another, and when they went to spéak to
him they were obliged to take off their rich mantles and put
on others of little worth, but they had to be clean, and they
had to enter barefoot with their eyes lowered to the ground,
and not to look up in his face. And they made him three
obeisances, and said: "Lord, my Lord, my Great Lord,"” be-
fore they came up to him, and then they made their report
and with a few words he dismissed them, and on taking leave
they did not turn their backs, but kept their faces towards
him with their eyes to the ground, and they did not turn
their backs until they left the room. Inoticed another thing,
that when other great chiefs came from distant lands about
disputes or business, when they reached the apartments of
the Great Montezuma, they had to come barefoot and with
poor mantles, and they might not enter directly into the
Palace, but had to loiter about a little on one side of the
Palace door, for to enter hurriedly was considered to be dis-
respectful.

For each meal, over thirty different dishes were prepared
by his cooks according to their ways and usage, and they
placed small pottery braziers beneath the dishes so that
they should not get cold. They prepared more than three
hundred plates of the food that Montezuma was going tb
eat, and more than a thousand for the guard. When he was
going to eat, Montezuma would sorietimes go out with his
chiefs and stewards, and they would point out to him-which
dish was best, and of what birds and other things it was
composed, and as they advised him, so he would eat, but it
was not often that he would go out to see the food; and then
merely as a pastime.

—
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I have heard it said that they were wont to eook for him
the flesh of young boys, but as he had such a variety of
dishes, made of so many things, we could not succeed in
seeing if they were of human flesh or of other things, for
they. daily cooked fowls, turkeys, pheasants, native' par:
tridges, quail, tame and wild ducks, venison, wild boar,
reed birds, pigeons, hares and rabbits, and many sorts of
birds and other things which are bred in this country, and
they are so numerous that I cannot finish naming them in a
hurry; so we had no insight into it, but I know for certain
that after our Captain censured the sacrifice of human

beings, and the eating of their flesh, he ordered that such

food should not be prepared for him thenceforth,

Let us cease speaking of this and return to the way things
were served to him at meal times. 1t was in this way: if it
was cold they made up a large fire of live coals of a firewood
made from the bark of trees which did not give off any
smoke, and the scent of the bark from which the fire was
made was very fragrant, and so that it should not give off
more heat than he required, they placed in front of it a sort
of screen adorned with figures of idols worked in'gold. He
was seated on a low stool, soft, and richly worked, and the
table, which was also low, was made in the same style as the
seats, and on it they placed the table cloths of white cloth
and some rather long napkins of the same material. Four
very beautiful cleanly women brought water for his hands in
a sort of deep basin which they call xicales,! and they.held
others like plates below to catch the water, and they brought
him towels. Arid two other women brought him tortilla
bread, and as soon as he began to eat they placed before him
a sort of wooden screen painted over with gold, so that no
one should watch him eating. Then the four women stood
aside, and four great chieftains who were old men came and
stood beside them, and with these Montezuma now and then

* Gourdls.
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conversed, and asked them questions, and as a great favour

.he would give to each of these clders a dish of what to him
tasted best. They say that these elders were his near rela-
tions, and were his counsellors and judges of law suits, and
the dishes and food which Montezuma gave them they ate
standing up with much reverence and without looking at his
face. He was served on Cholula earthenware either red or
black. While he was at his meal the men of his guard who
were in the rooms near to that of Montezuma, never dream-
ed of making any noise or speaking aloud. They brought
him fruit of all the different kinds that the land produced,
but he ate very little of it. From time to time they brought
him, in cup-shaped vessels of pure gold, a certain drink
made from cacao, and the women served this drink to him
with great reverence.

Sometimes at meal-times there were present some very
ugly humpbacks, very small of stature and their bodies al-
most broken in half, who are their jesters, and other Indians,
who must have been buffoons, who told him witty sayings,
and others who sang and danced, for Montezuma was fond
of pleasure and song, and to these he ordered to be given
what was left of the food and the jugs of cacao. Then the
same four women removed the table cloths, and with much
ceremony they brought water for his hands. And Montezu-
ma talked with those four old chieftains about things that
interested him, and they took leave of him with the great
reverence in which they held him, and he remained to re-
pose.

/'~ As soon as the Great Montezuma had dined, all the men

of the Guard had their meal and as many more of the other

| house servants, and it seems to me that they brought;out
'\ over a thousand dishes of the food of which I have spoken,

and then over two thousand jugs of cacao all frothed up, as
! they make it in Mexico, and a limitless quantity of fruit, so
i that with his women and female servants and bread makers
\a/nd cacao makers his expenses must have been very great.
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Let us cease talking about the expenses ancf the food for
his household and let us speak of the Stewards and the Treas-
urers and the stores and pantries and of those who had
charge of the houses where the maize was stored. I say that
there would be so much to write about, each thing by itself,
that I should not know where to begin, but we stood aston-
ished at the excellent arrangements and the great abundance
of provisions that he had in all, but I must add what I had
forgotten, for it is as well to go back and relate it, and that
is, that while Montezuma was at table eating, as I have des,-
cribed, there were waiting on him two other graceful wom-
en to bring bim tortillas, kneaded with eggs and other
sustaining ingredients, and these tortillas were very white,
and they were brought on plates covered with clean napkins,
and they also brought him another kind of bread, like 16ng
balls kneaded with other kinds of sustaining food, and pan
pachol, for so they call it in this country, which is a sort of
wafer. There were also placed on the table three tubes much
painted and gilded, which held liguidambar mixed with
certain herbs which they call tabaco, and when he had fin-
ished eating, after they had danced before him and sung and
the table was removed, he inhaled the smoke from one of
those tubes, but he took very little of it and with that he
fell asleep.

I remember that at that time his steward was a great Ca-
cique to whom we gave the name of Tdpia, and he kept the
accounts.of all the revenue that was brought to Montezuma,
in his books which were made of paper which they call amal,
and hé had a great house full of these books. Now we must
leave the books and the accounts for it is outside our story,
and say how Montezuma had two houses full of every sort
of arms, many of them richly adorned with gold and pre-
cious stones. There were shields great and small, and a sort
of broad-swords, and others like two-handed swords set with
stone knives which cut much better than our swords, and
fances longer than ours are, with a fathom of blade with
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many-knives set in it, which even when they are driven intd
a buckler or shield do not come out, in fact they cut like
razors so that they can shave their heads with them. There
were very good bows and arrows and double-pointed lapces
and others with one point, as well as their throwing sticks,
and many slings and round stones shaped by hand, arid some
sort of artful shields which are so made that they can be
rolled up, so as not to be in the way when they are not fight-
ing, and when they are needed for fighting they let them
fall down, and they cover the body from top to toe. 'There
was also much quilted cotton armour, richly ornamerited on
the outside with many coloured feathers, used as devices and
distingushing marks, and there were casques or helmets
made of wood and bone, also highly decorated with feathers
on the outside, and there were other arms of other makes
which, so as to avdid prolixity, I will not describe, and there
were artisans who were skilled in such things and worked
at them, and stewards who had charge of the arms.

Let us leave this and proceed to the Aviary, and I am
forced to abstain from enumerating every kind of bird that
was there and its peculiarity, for there was everything froi
the Royal Eagle and other smaller eagles, and many other
birds of great size, down to tiny birds of many-coloured
plumage, also the birds from which they take the rich plum-
age which they use in their green feather work. The birds
which have these feathers are about the size of the magpies
in Spain, they are called in this country Quetzales,! and
there are other birds which have feathers of five colours
—green, red, white, yellow and blue; I don’t remember
what they are called; then there were parrots of many
different colours, and there are so many of them that I forget
their names, not to mention the beautifully marked ducks
and other larger ones like them. From all these birds they
plucked the feathers when the time was right to do so, and

! Trogon resplendens.
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the feathers grew again. All the birds that I have spoken
about breed in these houses, and in the setting season certain-
Indian men and women who look after the birds, place the
eggs under them and clean the nests and feed them, so that
each kind of Wird has its proper food. In this house that I,
have spoken of there is a great tank of fresh water and in it,
there are other sorts of birds with long stilted legs, with
body; wings and tail all red; I don’t know their names, but
in the Island of Cuba they are called ¥Ypiris, and there are
others someting like them, and there are also in that tank
many other kinds of birds which always live in the water.
Liet us leave this and go on to another great house, where
they keep many Idols, and they say that they are their fierce
gods, and with them many kinds of carnivorous beasts of
prey, tigers and two kinds of lions, and animals something
like wolves and foxes, and other smaller carnivorous an-
imals, and all these carnivores they feed with flesh, and the
greater number of them breed in the house. They give them
as food deer and fowls, dogs and other things which they are
used to hunt, and I have heard it said that they feed them on
the bodies of the Indians who have been sacrificed.- )
Let me speak now of the infernal noise when the lions and
tigers Toared and the jackals and the foxes howled and the
serpents hissed, it was horrible to listen to and it seemed:,
like a hell. Let us go on and speak of the skilled workmé
Montefuma employed in every craft that was practiSe?J
among tirem. We will begin with lapidaries and workers in
gold and silver and all the hollow work, which even the great
goldsmiths in Spain were forced to.admire, and of thes
there were a great number of the best in town nany‘fi Atz-
capotzalco, a league from Mexico. Then for working pre-
cious stones and chalchihuites, which are like emeralds,{
there were other great artists. Let us go on to the great
craftsmen in feather work, and painters and sculptors who.
were most refined; then to the Indian women who did the
weaving and the washing, who made such an immense quan

»
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tity of fine fabrics with wonderful feather work designs; the
greater part of it was brought daily frgm some towns of the
province on the north coast near Vera Cruz called Cotaxtla.
" In the house of the great Montezuma himself, all ‘the
daughters of chieftains whom he had as mistresses always
wore beautiful things, and there were many daughters of
Mexican citizens who lived in retirement and wished to ap-
pear to be like nuns, who also did weaving but it was wholly
of feather work. These nuns had their houses near the great
Cue of Huichilobos and out of devotion to it, or to another
idol, that of a woman who was said to be their mediatrix in
the matter of marriage, their fathers placed them in that
religious retirement until they married, and they were only
taken out thence to be married.

Let us go on and tell aboutgreat number of dancers kept
by the Great Montezuma for his amusement, and others who
used stilts on their feet, and others who flew when they
danced up in the air, and others like Merry-Andrews, and
I may say that there was a district full of these people who
had no other occupations. Let us go on and speak of the
workmen that he had as stone cutters, masons and carpén-
ters, all of whom attended to the work of his houses, I say
that he had as many as he wished for. We must not forget the
gardens of flowers and sweet-scented trees, and the many
kinds that'there were of them, and the arrangement.of them
and the walks, and the ponds and tanks of fresh water where
the water entered at one end and flowed out of the other:
and the baths which he had there, and the variety of small
birds that nested in the branches, and the medicinal and
useful herbs that were in the gardens. It was a wonder to
see, and to take care of it there were many gardeners. Every-
thing was made in masonry and well cemented, baths and
walks and closets, and apartments like surnmer houses where
they danced and sang. There was as much to be seen in‘these
gardens as there was everywhere else, and we could not tire

of witnessing his great power. Thus as a consequence of 0

.
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many crafts being practised among them, a large number of
skilled Indians were employed. )ti/

-

As we had already been four days in Mexico and necither
the Captain’ nor any of us left our lodgings except to go 14
theMouses and gardens, Cortés said to us that it would‘be
well to\go to the great Plaza of Tlaltelolco and see the great
Templeof Huichilobos, and that he wished to condult the
Great Morxezuma and have his approval. For thj purpose
he sent Jeronimo de Aguilar and the Dofia Mafina as mes-
sengers, and with them went our Captain’s small page nam-
ed Orteguilla, who already understood sophcthing of the
language. When Mgntezuma knew his wishes he sent to say
that we were welconig to go; on the otifer hand, as he was
afraid that we might dosotne dishonodr to his Idols, he de-
termined to go with us hiself with/many of his chieftains.

He came-out from his Palacg in hig#ich litter, but when half

the distance had been traversyd #nd he was near some oratos
ries, he'stepped out of the littgX, for he thought it a great af-

front to his idols to go to their\house and temple in that

manner. Some of the gread chieftyins supported him with

their arms, and the tribgf lords wen, in front of him carry--
ing two staves like scepéres-held on high, which wasthe'sign

that the Great Montdzuma was coming\ (When he went in

his litter he carried a wand half of gold wnd half of weod,.
which was held pp like a wand of justice.) Sd\he went on and
ascended the gfeat Cue accompanied by mahy priests, and

he began tg/burn incense and perform other cyremonies to

Huichilglos.

OurLaptain and all of those who had horses wentto Tlal-
telo}zo on horseback, and nearly all of us soldiers werd\fully
egtiipped, and many Caciques whom Montezuma had ssat
for that purpose went in our company. When we arrived at
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