BIOLOGY 498 – FIELD ORNITHOLOGY

May/June 2003
PIGEON LAKE FIELD STATION
Course Description:
An introductory survey of the diversity of birds combined with local field studies.  Survey will involve lecture, specimen labs, and readings to examine important aspects of anatomy, physiology, behavior, ecology, and evolution as they apply to birds.  Field studies will emphasize identification and natural history of local species using a variety of field techniques.  

Instructor:
Dr. Sheldon J. Cooper



Department of Biology & Microbiology, HS-153


University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, Oshkosh, WI  54901-8640



Phone: (920)424-7091       Fax: (920)424-1101
E-mail: cooper@uwosh.edu

Text Required:
National Geographic. Field Guides to the Birds of North America, 4th. Ed.  2002.
Grade:


Lecture Exam

25

A
90 - 100


Practical Exam
40

B
80 - 89


Field Notebook
35

C
70 - 79





TOTAL:
          100

D
60 - 69









F
< 60

-The lecture exam will include multiple choice, fill-in-the blank, and some short answer questions.  The lecture exam will be open note.

-The practical exam will have 30 – 35 points on identification of bird slides and bird specimens.  In addition, 5 – 10 points will be questions on natural history/habitat associations of birds observed in the field.   Most of the questions will focus on birds that the class saw in the field during the week.

-The field notebook must contain entries for each day in the field.  Students need a species list, brief notes on field identification characteristics, geographic location of species, and brief notes on habitats of species.

-Grading for Graduate Students:  Graduate students will have an additional requirement for the course.  Graduate students will have to conduct a census technique that allows them to calculate species density in addition to a species list and relative abundance list that is required of undergraduates.
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Tentative Course Schedule:

DATE
   MORNING – FIELD
  AFTERNOON – LECTURE
EVENING

	05/25
	Student arrival – 1600
	None
	Introduction & Video 

“Celebration of Birds”

	05/26
	Mist netting at PLFS
	Field Methods/ID Skills
	Open

	05/27
	Rust Flowage

Drummond
	Systematics & Taxonomy
	Video – “Case of the Flying Dinosaur”

	05/28
	Lake Superior
	Anatomy & Physiology
	Open

	05/29
	Census Techniques
	Flight
	Owl Watching

	05/30
	Clam Lake
County Highway GG
	Migration
	Open

	05/31
	Mist netting at PLFS
	Conservation
	Open

	06/01
	Exams
	Student Departure (1300 pm)
	


-We will probably also go to the Cable Natural History Museum either on 5/29 after your census project or on 05/31 after mist netting.

-Morning field work lasts from approximately 0700
 -1130

-Afternoons consist of lectures from 1300 – 1500 and a specimen/slide lab time of 1530 – 1700.

-Evening videos are one hour long.  On all evenings, students have access to the lab to study bird slides and specimens.








-Meals are served at 0730, 1200, and 1730



