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Instructor: Dr. Bert Chiang








Office: N/E 508

TEL: (920)424-2246

Fax: (920)424-0858

E-Mail: Chiang@uwosh.edu
Web Address: uwosh.edu/faculty_staff/Chiang


Course Description

This is an overview of autism spectrum disorders (ASD), including autism, pervasive developmental disorder, Rett's disorder, Asperger's syndrome and childhood disintegrative disorder. The course covers topics related to: the definition and characteristics of learners with ASD including social development, communication, and emotion, causes and prevalence of ASD; assessment and diagnosis of ASD, litigation related to serving students with ASD, future directions for serving students with ASD. This course is to be followed by another 3-credit course Special Education 474/674: Instructional Strategies for ASD focusing on intervention and educational programming for ASD as well as working with families with ASD children. 
Course Objectives
 To define the characteristics of Autistic Disorder and Asperger’s Syndrome for better understanding of these disorders
 To increase the ability to identify students having these disorders

 To provide information on how individuals with these disorders develop in their infancy/early childhood, school age, and adolescence.
 To understand their development in socialization  
 To understand their development in communication 
 To understand their behavior challenges
 To provide resources for teachers and parents
Required Readings: Online sources listed in the Topic Outline below.
Durand, V. M.  (2005).  Past, Present, and Emerging Directions in Education, In D. Zager (Ed.) Autism Spectrum Disorders:  Identification, Education, and Treatment (3rd ed.), Mahwah, N. J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, pp. 89-110.  
Rapin, I. (2005). Autism: Where We Have Been, Where We Are Going, In F. R. Volkman, R. Paul, A. Klin, & D. Cohen (Eds.) Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (3rd ed.), Hoboken, N. J.: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 

(to be handed out in class). 
Course Expectations

Students must have computer access, internet access, CD-Rom or flash drive, the ability to download documents, PowerPoint presentations, and videos from D2L and other websites (Minimum system requirements at end of syllabus). Basic computer literacy is needed to navigate the Internet. In addition, a self-motivated, self-directed individual with good reading and comprehension skills is essential for successful completion of a hybrid course. Without the consistent schedule of traditional face-to-face interactions, online learning requires more self-motivation than a traditional classroom course.  
I. Semi-synchronized Discussion on D2L (30% grade for June 15, and 17) 
For Tuesday and Thursday online classes, you are expected to be engaged in learning by posting at least two reflections/comments for each day. The first post is required to be made before 12:00 and the follow-up post is required to be made by 9:30 PM. 
.  
The lead questions for each topic will be available on the course Powerpoint.  However, the discussion does not need to be limited to these questions. The posts can discuss a variety of responses including, but not limited to:

1. Questions about content, 2. Critique of the argument,  and 3. Description of experiences that are aligned with or in opposition to the online sources
Grading of the D2L discussion will be based on two factors: quality of posted comments and timeliness of posting. Your grade will not be impacted by whether or not you agree with the assigned reading or clip, rather grading considers the soundness of your argument. The quality of initial posts and follow-up responses will be evaluated for level of thought, content, and overall quality. For Tuesday’s online session, you can earn a total of 15 points -- 8 points for a high quality post and 6 points can be earned for a high quality response, and 1 point for being timely with your posts. Likewise, you can earn up to 15 points for Thursday’s online session. 
II. Final Exam (70% grade)
There will be a final exam which includes True-False, Multiple Choices and Short Answer questions on all of the required reading materials, the video programs shown in classes and the articles on Internet sources and the clips posted for D2L discussions. 
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Minimum System Requirements 
· High-Speed Internet connection required: DSL and/or Cable, (dial-up not supported) 
· Microsoft® Windows® XP SP2, Microsoft® Windows® Vista or Mac OS X 
· Microsoft Internet Explorer 6.0 or greater; Safari 2.0 or greater (Firefox & Netscape not supported) 
· Browser must be set-up to allow Active X controls and Java must be enabled (see FAQs ) 
· Windows Media Player 9 or above; For Safari browser on a Mac, QuickTime 7 with Flip4Mac QuickTime add-in is required (allows Windows Media Video to be seen in the Mac's native QuickTime Player) Click here for Safari add-in download. You will need to restart your computer after this add-in has been installed. 
· Adobe Flash Player 8.0 or greater 
· Screen resolution setting 1024 x 768 with 32 bit colors 
· Intel® Pentium® III 800MHz or faster processor (or equivalent); Mac: PowerPC® G3 500MHz or faster processor; Intel CoreTM Duo 1.83GHz or faster processor 
· 512 MB RAM 
· Speakers, Mouse, Keyboard 
System Check from www.autismspeaks.org 

We recommend that you first run a System Compatibility Check to determine if your system configuration will support using the ASD Video Glossary. Click this link to run a System Compatibility Check.
If you need to update your system:
Windows Media Player may be downloaded from Microsoft. Click here for download page.

Flash Player may be downloaded from Adobe. Click here for download page.

Course Outline
	Time
	Topics
	Assignment

	8:00-12:00

6/14 (M)

@CESA
	Historical perspectives and diagnosis of ASD
	Overview

Definition of ASD
Autism Children: ABC Primetime (video, 25 minutes)
Growing up with Autism (video, 16 minutes)
Discussion (10 min.)
_____________________________________________________________

Refrigerator Mothers (DVD, 56 minutes)

Discussion (10 min.)
_____________________________________________________________

Where We Were, Where to Go Next by Dr. Isabella Rapin  (32 min.)
http://www.childnett.tv/videos/lectures/autism_historical_perspective
Discussion (10 min.)
____________________________________________________________

60 Minutes: Diagnosis of Autism (Video)



	6/15 (T)
Online
	Diagnosis-Continued

Prevalence

Characteristics of ASD

	DPI Educational Evaluation

Guide for Autism, Spring 2009, (34 pages)

http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/pdf/elg-autism-guide.pdf 
DSM 5 

http://www.dsm5.org/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.autismspeaks.org/press/autism_nchs_prevalence_study_1_in_91.php
http://www.autismspeaks.org/press/cdc_autism_prevalence.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epidemiology_of_autism#Incidence_and_prevalence Audio Clip: The Prevalence of Autism by Dr. Stoppler (3:42min)
IDEA Child-count 

www.IDEAdata.org
Temple Grandin’s presentation (1 hour, 12 minutes video)

http://www.opposingviews.com/articles/video-temple-grandin-discusses-autism-and-asperger-s-syndrome
Characteristics by K12
http://www.k12academics.com/autism_characteristics.htm
NEA’s Autism Puzzle (35 pages)

http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/autismpuzzle.pdf  



	
	Controversial Issues about

Causes of ASD
	http://www.cnn.com/2008/HEALTH/conditions/04/02/autism.sperm.donor/index.html?eref=ib_topstories#cnnSTCText
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=16956039
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,345529,00.html
Dr. Paul Offit Book Interview:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9tDhJkd1ag&feature=related (10 min.)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irVw8HJz4io&feature=related (8 min.)
Give us answers on vaccines
http://www.ajc.com/opinion/content/opinion/stories/2008/03/20/autismed0320.html
CDC Chief Admits that Vaccines Trigger Autism
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dh-nkD5LSIg&feature=related (10 min.)
Autism & Vaccines: Hannah Poling On Good Morning America
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5Ru-Tp27AM&feature=related (9 min.)
CNN's Dr. Sanjay Gupta interviews Dr. Jon Poling on 4-4-08
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YxfgqsZ8BV0&feature=related (5 min.)
Mercury Toxicity & Autism
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQYISvsgq6s (6 min.)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbcngSD0K90&NR=1 (4 min.)

Jim Adams, Autism & Chelation on Dateline NBC
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHkr4l12veI&mode=related&search=  (6 min.)http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eyJb-izu6M&NR=1 (6 min.)

	6/16  (W)
	Immunization and Autism

ASD & Neurodiversity


	Injecting Fear: Does the MMR Shot Cause Autism?  (Video, 50 min.)

Asperger Syndrome: Living outside the Curve (DVD, 17 min.)

Discussion (15 min.)
CNN Autism in A World (Video, 39 min.)

Discussion (10 min.)

Aspergers Syndrome: ABC Primetime (DVD, 13 min.)
Stephen Wiltshire: Living camera

http://video.stumbleupon.com/#p=0k4lsi1dql
Living with Asperger’s (the first part is about cough and medicine;from 1:53 –6:46)

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=3317288n


	6/17 (R)
	ASD & Neurodiversity

continued

Legislation: Combating Autism Act 
Private insurance coverage 

	1. From the following websites, read and understand the 

basic concept of neurodiversity.
            http://www.newhorizons.org/spneeds/inclusion/information/armstrong.htm
http://nymag.com/news/features/47225/
2. Read what Brian Hughes has to say about Aspergers 
from this website: http://alum.mit.edu/news/WhatMatters/Archive/200308/
3. Temple Grandin 
      http://www.templegrandin.com/templegrandinart.html
      http://www.grandin.com/inc/visual.thinking.html
      http://www.wrongplanet.net/article295.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combating_Autism_Act
http://www.stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=305315
http://www.autismspeaks.org/government_affairs/state_issues.php
http://www.azautisminsurance.org/files/Arguments%20for%20private%20insurance%20coverage%20-%20Autism%20Speaks.pdf
http://www.autisminsurancenow.org/


	6/18

(F)
	Positive Aspects of ASD  

Self-advocacy                       
	Review of last online topics

The Autistic Self Advocacy Community by Ari Ne’eman (70 min.)
 http://www.childnett.tv/videos/lectures/autistic_self_advocate_community_encouraging_self_advocacy_policy_education_and_serv
Uncommon Genius: Savant Syndrome (DVD, 50 min.)



	
	
	Final Exam
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