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Fundamentals of Special Education Assessment

Dr. Bert Chiang

Office: NE 508 

Phone: 424-2246 
E-mail: chiang@uwosh.edu
Website: www.uwosh.edu/faculty_staff/Chiang
Office Hours: by appointment 

Course Description: This course deals with the appropriate selection, administration, and interpretation of assessment techniques and measures in order to identify students for special education.  The course will familiarize the student with basic assessment terminologies and principles as well as various tests measuring achievement, aptitude, readiness, and social skills.  The emphasis of this course in on making eligibility rather than instructional planning decision-making. This hybrid course includes five weekly online units via D2L during which you engage in learning without having to come to classes physically. 
Alignment of Course Objectives and Assessment Activities
	Course Objectives
	Assessment activities
	Wisconsin Teacher Standards
	CEC Teaching Standards
	COEHS Teaching Standards

	Appropriate methods for assessing students with special needs.
	quizzes
	#1


	Foundations
	Knowledge of content

	
	quizzes
	#2
	Development & characteristics of learners
	Knowledge of learning

	
	quizzes
	#3
	Individual learning differences 
	Understanding diversity, knowledge of culture

	
	quizzes &

summary assessment  report
	#8
	Assessment
	Being a skillful practitioner

	The procedures involved in standardized testing.
	quizzes
	#1
	Foundations
	Knowledge of content

	
	quizzes &

summary assessment  report
	#8
	Assessment
	Being a skillful practitioner

	Interpretation of assessment results as they apply to specific disabilities.
	quizzes
	#1
	Foundations
	Knowledge of content

	
	quizzes &

summary assessment  report

test critique 
	#8
	Assessment
	Being a skillful practitioner

	The creation of a professional summary assessment report.
	summary assessment  report
	#7
	Understanding curriculum
	Knowledge of learning

	
	summary assessment  report
	#8
	Assessment
	Being a skillful practitioner

	Ethical assessment practices.
	summary assessment  report

test critique
	#10
	Collaboration

Professional behavior
	Knowledge of culture

Being a change agent


Required Reading Material

Required readings for this course include all web linked information and Powerpoint as indicated on the D2L, & the online study guideline on pp.7-8. 
DPI Assessment Guides for SLD, EBD, and CD: 
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ld.html   (DPI  LD information)

http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/cd.html  (DPI  CD information)

http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ed.html  (DPI  EBD information)

Technical Information:

Reliability and Validity: http://fcit.usf.edu/assessment/basic/basicc.html
Test Scores: http://www.cal.org/twi/EvalToolkit/5when2usetests.htm
RTI:

http://www.schwablearning.org/articles.aspx?r=1057
http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/rti.index.htm
http://www.mtcec.org/PART%20I%20%20Answers%20to%20the%20Top%20FAQs%20about%20Response%20to.pdf
Fuchs, D., Stecker, P. M., & Fuchs, L. S. (2008). Tier 3: Why special education must be the most intensive tier in a standards-driven, no child left behind world?  In Fuchs, D., Fuchs, L, & Vaughn, S. (Eds.), Response to Intervention: A Framework for Reading Education, International Reading Association. (to be distributed in class).
Monitoring Student Progress:
http://www.nwea.org/assessments/map.asp
http://www.madison.k12.wi.us/today/821.htm
http://sims.vegantech.com
CBA: 

http://www.glue.umd.edu/%7Edlspeece/cbmreading/
http://dibels.uoregon.edu/
http://www.aimsweb.com/
http://www.studentprogress.org/
Course Requirements
· Class attendance is required. Absences without excuses raise a serious concern about your professionalism and commitment to teaching our children and youth. Up to 3 percentage points of your final grade may be deducted for excessive absences. No other extra credits are allowed for this course.
· Use online search/printing/reading/discussion guidelines (pp. 7-8) for each of the five online study units. Please post your questions and comments by Desire to Learn (D2L) “Discussion”. Treat these online units seriously because the contents are to be covered heavily by the quizzes to ensure your engagement. In fact, I suggest you compile all the printouts in a binder as if they were your textbook. 
· You can use D2L program to gain access to all of the Powerpoint programs used by the instructor in classes and the Internet websites. The D2L program also provides ongoing student grades and any class-related announcements. It is your responsibility to check the D2L regularly. 

· You are to write a 3-page assessment report following the sample report format (pp.9- 10). Testing materials may be checked out at either SEIMC (Polk basement) or N/E 025A by Project Success office. With the scarcity of the test materials, you are urged to use whatever tests that are available and not to hold onto the checked tests unless you are about to use them so everyone can have access to the limited supply. Select your own student and administer one standardized test (at least 2 subtests). Those who register for 670 are required to write a 5-page paper administering an entire standardized test. Additionally, those who register for 670 are also required to use the form attached at pp.13-15 of this syllabus to critique one standardized test in terms of its technical characteristics and practical utility. The double-spaced typewritten summary report should follow the style/format we will discuss in class. All identifiable information such as student name should be made fictitious in order to preserve confidentiality. This assignment meets Standards 7, 8, and 10 of the COEHS portfolio requirement attached at the end of this syllabus. Make sure you hand in a copy of this portfolio scoring rubric with your assessment report (p.12).
You are required to secure a written approval from the parent for the assessment by using “Permission to Complete An Educational Assessment” (p. 11). You would be well advised to find the student by the end of the first week of class as amassing the necessary information and completing the assessment and the report will require a great deal of time. The Permission with parent signature is due on March 5. 
Grading Policy


(1) quizzes:  Each of the three quizzes will constitute 25% of the grade. The quiz will include class lectures, Powerpoint, and essential information on D2L or course syllabus including those linked Internet Websites assigned for the online sessions. 


(2) summary assessment report (25%). The report will be evaluated on the basis of your following the expected format (See Sample Report), the writing style and quality, and the quality of your interpretation of findings. Those who take 670 will have their summary report and test critique report evaluated with a total of 30 points or 25% of their grade.  Evaluation rubric is as follows:

The following rubric will be used by the instructor to evaluate your summary assessment report project:
	A. The report reflects proper test administration procedures (5)
	

	B. The mechanics in writing is of high quality (5)
	

	C. The organization/format in writing is appropriate (5)
	

	D. The test record, scores, and profile are attached & appropriate (5)
	

	E. Assessment findings are properly interpreted (5)  
	

	F. Recommendations are clearly and properly explained (5)  
	

	TOTAL  (30)
	


Grade


Percentage Total


A

91% +






AB

86-90%



B

81-85%



BC

76-80%



C

71-75%



CD

66-70% (Not applicable for 670 students)



D

60-65% (Not applicable for 670 students)



F

59% and below (70% and below for 670 students)

TOPICAL OUTLINE (The topics and activities are tentative and may subject to changes) 
Week

TOPIC  


_____________
______________

1

course overview



               


Evaluation in IDEA 2004 (Powerpoint) 

test administration principles & procedures
2 (Online)
the referral & IEP processes/ Eligibility criteria
Feb. 9, 11
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ld.html   (DPI  LD information)

http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/cd.html  (DPI  CD information)

http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ed.html  (DPI  EBD information)

3
W-J Achievement III http://www.riverpub.com/products/wjIIIComplete/index.html

WIAT-II
 
 http://harcourtassessment.com/haiweb/Cultures/en-US/dotCom/WIAT-II.com.htm
4 (Online)
Technical information:

Feb 23, 25
reliability & validity


http://fcit.usf.edu/assessment/basic/basicc.html

type of test scores


http://www.cal.org/twi/EvalToolkit/5when2usetests.htm
5 Quiz 1(tentative March 4)


   



Parent Permission Form Due

Assessment report writing






6 (Online)
Response to Intervention (RTI)

Mar.9, 11
http://www.schwablearning.org/articles.aspx?r=1057


http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/rti.index.htm

http://www.mtcec.org/PART%20I%20%20Answers%20to%20the%20Top%20FAQs%20about%20Response%20to.pdf
7 
PIAT-R
   http://ags.pearsonassessments.com/group.asp?nGroupInfoID=a29060

assessment of written language TOWL-III

 


http://www.proedinc.com/customer/productView.aspx?ID=1014
8 (Online)
 Monitoring Student Progress

Mar30, Apr1
http://www.nwea.org/assessments/map.asp


http://www.madison.k12.wi.us/today/821.htm
  

 http://sims.vegantech.com
9
Quiz 2 (tentative April 8)
early childhood assessment




Denver Developmental Screening Test (DDST II)


http://www.denverii.com/DenverII.html
10
assessment of reading 





WRMT-R http://ags.pearsonassessments.com/group.asp?nGroupInfoID=a16640


TORC-3 http://www.proedinc.com/customer/productView.aspx?ID=886
11 (Online)
Curriculum-Based Assessment (CBA)

Apr 20, 22
http://www.glue.umd.edu/%7Edlspeece/cbmreading/

http://dibels.uoregon.edu/

http://www.aimsweb.com/

http://www.studentprogress.org/

12 
assessment of math

Key Math-R





http://ags.pearsonassessments.com/group.asp?nGroupInfoID=a26060
TOMA-2 

http://www.proedinc.com/customer/productView.aspx?ID=847
13

Review, Catch-up and Wrap-up

14
Quiz 3 (tentative May 13)


Summary Assessment Report and Test Critique Report Due 
Online search/printing/reading/discussion guidelines

I. Eligibility criteria checklist

a. Make sure you understand the relationship between a child “having an impairment” and “having a need for special education” for all eligibility determination.

http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ld.html   (DPI  LD information)

Click Criteria Resources, then click Initial Evaluation, then save the criteria checklist on your desktop and print a copy to read carefully. 

a. Make sure you know how to apply the regression formula to determine whether a child has met the “significant discrepancy” criterion. Read Chapter 5 of the LD Assessment Guide, pp.42-49.

b. What are some of the problems that have been identified with the “significant discrepancy” model? Google this question. 

http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/cd.html  (DPI  CD information)
Click eligibility criteria checklist and print a copy to read. 

a. What role does “general information” play while applying the CD eligibility criteria? (Check p. 22 of the Assessment Guide).

b. How are adaptive behaviors related to a child’s age and cultural norm?

http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ed.html  (DPI  EBD information)
Click eligibility criteria checklist and print a copy to read.

a. Do behavior problems occurring when a student rides on a school bus considered constitute the school, home, or community? (Read p. 12 of the Assessment Guide)

b. Make sure you know how to use the various methods of recording behaviors that you are to observe. (p. 24 of the Assessment Guide). 

c. Read the Chapter “Special Issues” (pp. 26-30) of the Assessment Guide. 

II. Technical Information Unit

Reliability and Validity: http://fcit.usf.edu/assessment/basic/basicc.html
Make sure you understand (1) how reliability is expressed (from 0 to 1), (2) the different types of reliability such as test-retest, alternate form, and internal consistency reliability, (3) the different types of validity, such as content, criterion, and construct validity, and (4) the relationship between reliability and validity.

Test Scores: http://www.cal.org/twi/EvalToolkit/5when2usetests.htm
Make sure you understand (1) the differences between norm-referenced and criterion-referenced test scores, (2) the raw scores, (3) the meaning of percentiles and normal curve equivalents (how are they similar and different?) (4) the differences between percentiles and percentage correct (4) grade equivalents and the criticisms against them, (5) scale scores. 

III. Response to Intervention (RTI) Unit

This following site includes a very comprehensive set of sources from which you can access a variety of RTI related information.
http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/rti.index.htm
From http://www.schwablearning.org/articles.aspx?r=1057 , answer the following questions:
1. Could you describe the practices that must be in place in order for a school to effectively implement the “responsiveness-to-intervention” (RTI) approach to evaluating students for learning difficulties and learning disabilities?

2. What are the biggest challenges teachers and schools will face if they decide to adopt the RTI approach to identifying kids with SLD?

3. How would individual assessment change under an RTI approach?

4. How might the daily classroom experiences of an individual child with SLD differ between a school with a discrepancy approach to SLD identification and a school with an RTI approach?
5. How might RTI change the way parents are involved in their child's educational progress?

This following site provides an informative Powerpoint with 52 slides.

http://www.mtcec.org/PART%20I%20%20Answers%20to%20the%20Top%20FAQs%20about%20Response%20to.pdf
IV. Student Progress Monitoring Unit

1. Check out Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) starting from this website:

http://www.nwea.org/assessments/map.asp
Make sure you go over what are on the top bar: assessments, classroom resources, analytical tools, and professional development. Also be sure you understand how MAP is an adaptive test and what RIT is about. Spend about ½ hour with the online training from www.nwea.org/support/pd/tutorials.asp
2. Check out “The Student Intervention Monitoring System” (SIMS) from Madison Metropolitan School District.  http://www.madison.k12.wi.us/today/821.htm
For the SIMS demo program, log in http://sims.vegantech.com
By using the following information:

Login: oneschool

Password: oneschool

District: Madison Metropolitan

Use alphaprin as both the Login and Password to view this as an administrator.

You need to spend a great deal of time and preferably print some of these pages unless you have a photographic memory. Treat this seriously as if you were just hired by a Madison school as a new teacher who is to use the SIMS.
V. Curriculum Based Assessment (CBA) Unit

http://www.glue.umd.edu/%7Edlspeece/cbmreading/
Look into and print out Examiner Materials as well as Student Materials for Grades 1 through 4 passages. Try your best to include CBM measures as you test the student for the class assignment. Also take a good look at the Norm for the Fall-Winter-Spring scores (mean, SD, and median).  

http://dibels.uoregon.edu/
Print out and read the following pdf files from https://dibels.uoregon.edu/docs/data_sys_desc.pdf DIBELS Data System https://dibels.uoregon.edu/docs/dibelsinfo.pdf DIBELS Measures
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/samples/index.php#reports Sample Reports
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/swm/index.php Schoolwide model (The introduction has 37 pages so browse for the essential information)
http://www.aimsweb.com/
How does Aims Web work? What are the differences between “Benchmark” “Strategic Monitor”, and “Progress Monitor”? Look into “descriptions”, “sample”, and “scoring guide” for each of the following “measures”: Reading, Maze, Math, Spelling, Written Expression, Test of Early Literacy, and Test of Early Numeracy. 

On the home page, top bar, you can see “FAQS”. Check the answers to these questions. 

Finally, look into this important website:

http://www.studentprogress.org/
Name: XXX
(Fictitious)



Date: Month, Date,Year

Birthdate: May 2, xxxx



Date of testing: Month, Date,Year

Age: 5 years, 5 months



Examiner: XXX

Sex: male





School: XXX Elementary School

Grade: Kindergarten




Teacher: Mrs. X

Reasons for Testing: ….
Background Information: …..
Observation of the Testing Environment: ….
Behavior Observations: ….
Tests: Wechsler Individual Achievement Test Second Edition (WIAT II) 


Subtests include Numerical Operations and Math Reasoning

Discussion of Results:  

	Subtests
	Raw Score
	Subtest Standard Score
	95% Confidence Interval
	Percentile
	NCE
	Grade Equivalent

	Numerical Operations
	5
	94
	+/- 12
	34
	42
	K: 0

	Math Reasoning
	11
	96
	+/- 9
	39
	44
	PreK5:8


Johnny tested at a kindergarten level in Numerical Operations. He received a raw score of 5 and subtest standard score of 94. With this score, it places him in the 34th percentile among other students in his grade level.  Johnny’s Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE) score was 42, which means he scored at the low average for students of the same grade level. Johnny tested in Pre-Kindergarten five years, eighth month in Math Reasoning.  He received a raw score of 11 and a subtest standard score of 96. With this score, it places him in the 39th percentile among other students in his grade level. Johnny’s NCE score for the Math Reasoning test was 44, which also means he is at the low average for students of his grade level.


 In the Numerical Operations test, Johnny was able to identify numbers in rote and sequence counting. When he was asked to write the number seven, he wrote it correctly one time and then backwards the next. He was unable to perform any addition and subtraction problems at this time. Instead of solving the math problems he re-wrote the numbers under the equations. In the Math reasoning test, Johnny was able to use whole numbers to describe quantities when looking at a picture. He was also able to identify shapes by pointing to a picture and make comparisons or answer questions based off a grid or graph. 

Recommendations: Initial reaction of his test scores suggested he may need more practice with mathematical concepts.  However, since he is only in kindergarten, these concepts may not have been introduced to him at all in his school’s curriculum.  He may perform well in such concepts once he has actually experienced them.  
Permission to Complete An Educational Assessment

I , ______________________________________________ am a student enrolled in the class “Fundamentals of Special Education Assessment” at the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh (UWO).  Bert Chiang, Ph.D. is my professor.  The assignments for this course include: a) administration of a standardized test to the same student, and b) a written summary report. The test that I plan to use is _____________________________________ None of the information gathered or contained in the report will be used for any purpose other than to fulfill requirement of the assessment class at UWO. In order to ensure confidentiality, the report will use a factitious name instead of your child’s real name and will not contain any other identifiable information.  Because I am a student, please understand that my results and conclusions must be viewed with caution and should not be used in any capacity to make decisions about your child’s educational program.  Please feel free to contact Dr. Chiang at (920) 424-7243 or Chiang@uwosh.edu if you have any questions.


I give my consent for ________________________________ to administer this test and write a summary report.

Parent Signature___________________________  Date ______________
COEHS Portfolio Item Scoring Rubric by WI Educator Standard

	
	0
	1
	2


	Standard #7 – Able to plan different kinds of lessons – The teacher plans instruction based upon knowledge of subject matter, students, the community, and curriculum goals.
	The teacher candidate has not yet written plans that are adequately connected to relevant subject matter or learner needs.


	The teacher candidate plans learning experiences that are relevant to their learners and subject matter.
	The teacher candidate plans a variety of sequential learning experiences designed to teach relevant subject matter that meets state standards and individual learner needs and goals.

	Standard #8 – Know how to test for student progress – The teacher understands and uses formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate and ensure the continuous intellectual, social, and physical development of the learner.
	The teacher candidate has not yet demonstrated the ability to collect and use assessment data to effectively measure learner performance or plan learning activities. 


	The teacher candidate uses assessment data to effectively measure learner performance and plan learning activities.
	The teacher candidate uses a variety of assessment strategies to collect formative and summative data and uses them appropriately to foster the continuous development of each learner.


	Standard #10 – Connected with other teachers and the community – The teacher fosters relationships with school colleagues, parents, and agencies in the larger community to support students’ learning and well-being.
	The teacher candidate has yet to demonstrate positive collaborative relationships with others.


	The teacher candidate participates in activities within school, community, and professional organizations.
	The teacher candidate engages in positive collaborative activities with other professionals in school, community, or professional organizations.




Student name ______________________   Date _______________
Instructor signature _________________   Date ____________________

Rating for Standard # 7______, Standard # 8 ________, Standard #10___________ 
Test Critique Report
Name__________________

Practical/Non-Technical Factors Involved with the Test
1.  Administration Ease
1
2
3
4
5




2.  Time it Takes

1
2
3
4
5

3.  Ease of Scoring

1
2
3
4
5

4.  Time to Score

1
2
3
4
5

5.  Format


1
2
3
4
5

6.  How it relates to the
1
2
3
4
5

     Childs Abilities

7.  How Useful is the test
1
2
3
4
5

8. Appropriate for test the
1
2
3
4
5

    Given Age Group

Technical Factors Involved with the Test

Test Name and Date of Publication _________________________________________________________

Taxonomy Classification _________________________________________________________________

Test Author(s) _________________________________________________________________

Administration and Scoring Characteristics

Administration:   _____ Group or Individual



_____ Individual Only

Time required for administration: ______

How are scores interpreted:  _______________________________________________________________

Test may be administered to subjects ages _____ through ______ years.

Examiner Characteristics

____ Test is easily administered after reading the manual.

____ Test administered after special training beyond the manual

____ Test only administered by examiners with specific certificates or licenses.

Format Characteristics

____ Respondent is not the target student but a third party.

____Respondent is the target student and the response is of this nature:


Input




Output


____ Listen



____ One-word Response


____ Read Print



____ Multi-word Response


____ Look at a stimuli


____ Manipulate Objects


____ Other (specify: _______)

____ Mark on an answer sheet/Write 







____ Point







____ Draw







____ Other (specify: ________)

Norms

A. Normative Scores Reported

____ Only age of grade equivalents reported: no normative scores

____ Percentile ranks, quartiles or dichotomous scores reported

____ Standard Scores Reported

B. Size of the Norm Group

____ Is not specified or does not meet criteria listed below

____ 750 or more subjects in the sample and at least 75 subjects in each one-year interval or grade level


____ 1,000 or more subjects in the sample and at least 100 subjects in each one-year interval or grade level

C. Demographic Characteristics of the Norm Group

____ Demographic characteristics are not specified

____ Three of four demographic characteristics are specified, list. __________________________

____ Five or more demographic characteristics are specified, list. __________________________

D. When was the normative data established?

Reliability

A. Internal Consistency Reliability

____ Not reported or is below .80 for most age groups

____ Between .80 and .89 for most age groups

____ Above .90 for most age groups

B. Test-Retest Reliability

____ Not reported or is below .80 for most age groups

____ Between .80 and .89 for most age groups

____ Above .90 for most age groups

C. Parallel Forms Reliability

____ Are there other forms of the same test?

____ Are there other tests measuring the same concept that this test’s reliability can be compared to?

Validity

A. Criterion Validity

____ Evidence of concurrent and predictive criteria present

____ Significant relationship present as measured by a correlation of anything greater than the 

absolute zero of 0.25.


____  No evidence of either of the previous options

B. Content Validity

____ Adequately assess the domain of interest

____ Does not adequately assess the domain of interest

C. Construct Validity

____ Measures what we except it to measure

____ Does not measure what we expect it to measure

Item Description

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Test Description/Additional Information

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

