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16-794 Field Report in Special Education

16-795 Special Education Thesis 

Fall 2007

Instructors: Dr. Bert Chiang




Office: N/E 

TEL: (920)424-2246
Fax: (920)424-0858

E-Mail: chiang@uwosh.edu


Instructors: Dr. Wayne Swanger




Office: N/E 

TEL: (920)424-3163
Fax: (920)424-0858

E-Mail: swanger@uwosh.edu

A. Course Description:

The Master’s degree program in special education requires graduate students to complete a culminating experience of either (1) 16-794 Field Report in Special Education or (2) 16-795 Thesis in Special Education.  Both culminating experiences are 3 credits requiring rigorous graduate-level work and commitment.  Both culminating experiences include identification

of a topic, frequent consultation with a faculty committee, intensive writing and revision, thorough review of the literature and an oral defense upon completion of the written report or thesis.  Both culminating experiences are graded on a pass/fail basis.  In general, the same performance standards employed with theses will be relevant in evaluating field reports.

B.  Prerequisites
To be eligible to register for either the Field Report or Thesis culminating experience, graduate students must:

Complete all other graduate course work including the core courses (16-781 Introduction to Advanced Studies in Special Education; 16-705 Administrative Organization, Collaboration and Leadership in Special Education; 12-770 Foundations of Educational Research; and 16-790 Critical Analysis of Special Education Research and Literature) and, at least, 15 credits of graduate course electives.

Complete your candidacy form to be submitted for approval. 

www.uwosh.edu/grad_school/documents/webcandform.pdf

Attach your IRB approval letter.


www.uwosh.edu/grants/research_responsibility/human_subjects.php
Receive approval of their Field Report or Thesis proposal by their field report or thesis faculty committee, which involves the two Special Ed 790 instructors. One of the two instructors will serve as the chairperson of the committee and the other instructor as your committee member. Attach your first three-chapters of the Field Report or Thesis. After the faculty committee has approved the student’s proposal, Becky Thorson-Randall, our program assistant will register you for the culminating experience. www.uwosh.edu/grad_school/documents/fieldrptapprvl.pdf
Apply for graduation by the deadline. www.uwosh.edu/grad_school/graddegreegraduation.htm
C. Course Requirements

As you implement your data collection procedures as you outlined in your Chapter 3 and approved IRB proposal, keep your instructor informed of any significant changes and seek for needed advice by e-mail or telephone. As a class, we are to meet at N/E 210 on three Saturdays: Oct. 13 and Nov. 3 from 9:00 AM to 12:00, and Dec. 8 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM. This course is to be graded as Pass/Fail. In order to receive a Pass grade, you are expected to maintain quality of Chapters 4 and 5 as the previous three chapters, submit them to instructors by the due dates, and present/defend your field report satisfactorily. 
D. Course Content Outline

	Date
	Topic
	Due Date

	
	Application for Fall 2007 graduation 
	Oct. 5 Office of Grad Studies

	Oct. 13 
	· Writing of Chapter 4
· Examples of Chapter 4
· Small group or individual consultation
	

	
	e-mail Chapter 4 to instructor


	Nov. 2

	Nov. 3
	· Writing of Chapter 5
· Examples of Chapter 5
· Small group or individual consultation
	

	
	e-mail Chapter 5 to instructor


	      Nov. 30

	Dec. 8
	· Presentation and Oral Defense of Field Reports/Thesis

	



How the Field Report is Different From a Thesis

The field report will differ from the thesis in that:

1.  The review of literature for a field report is more likely to be related to applied studies                     (action research) or practical information rather than theoretical knowledge.

2.  The methodology will not include hypothesis testing.

3.  The methodology will not necessarily follow a prescribed set of experimental procedures as is

      required with a thesis.

4.  Although a field report may produce descriptive data, generally it will not employ other

     statistical procedures to assist interpretation of results.  Further, instead of producing                      descriptive data, a field report may produce a product intended to improve services for 

     students with disabilities.

5.  The results/conclusions of a field report project will be described in relation to school needs

     and resolution of those needs rather than in relation to theory.  The field report should

     relate results of the current project to results achieved by others employing similar practices,

     as previously presented in the review of literature.

6.  No cause and effect conclusions concerning practices employed in the field report project will

    be warranted.

7. Generalization of results beyond the current field report project will not be warranted.

8. The field report project will typically be conducted to produce a desired change within a 

     public school setting.  However, for those students not currently employed by a public

     school, an alternative project may be approved by the student(s faculty committee.

9.  If approved by the faculty committee, two students can jointly plan, implement and write

     a field report.


Content of the Field Report

The field report will consist of the same five chapters of a thesis: 

Chapter 1: Introduction or Problem Statement - This chapter clearly and concisely identifies a dilemma or problem that you will seek to change or solve.  The focus is not on a general problem or problems in relation to a broad field of study, but rather the focus of the problem statement is on the problem you are researching.  Therefore, there should be an obvious relationship between the problem identified in this chapter and the method you identify in chapter three.  The narrative progression should identify the issues that form the background of your problem and culminate with a precise summary statement of the problem.  This chapter should generally be no more than three or four pages in length.

Chapter 2: Review of Literature - This chapter should discuss the existing literature base in relation to applied studies (action research) or practical information rather than theoretical knowledge.

Chapter 3: Methods - This chapter will not necessarily follow a prescribed set of procedures as is required with a thesis (e.g., population, sample, setting, methodology, instrumentation, procedures and analyses).  A field report will generally produce descriptive data, and generally not employ other statistical procedures to assist interpretation of results. However, instead of producing descriptive data, a field report may produce a product intended to improve services for 

students with disabilities.

Chapter 4: Results - This chapter will present the descriptive data in relation to school needs and resolution of those needs rather than in relation to theory.  Alternatively, this chapter could describe the product produced as a result of the field report project and any field testing information pertaining to the product.

Chapter 5: Discussion - This chapter will relate the results of the field report project, either in terms of descriptive data or product field test information, to results achieved by others employing similar practices as discussed in the Review of Literature chapter.  Further, this chapter may discuss policy implications of the school change activities initiated by the field report project.

The field report must be written following APA Style Manual guidelines. 
