
Geography of International Development, Conflict, & Aid 
MWF 10:20 – 11:20  

Sage 4218 
 
 
Instructor Information: 

Dr. Angela Subulwa      

Office: Sage 4459; 424.7110                              
Skype: subulwa.geography       
Email: subulwaa@uwosh.edu 
Office Hours: T 9 – 12; W & F 9 – 10 
& by appointment  
 
 
 
 
 
Course Description  

This course investigates the complex links between conflict and development, under-development, and uneven 
development by examining the relationship between the discourses and practices of development and global 
inequality.  We will explore how development has been theorized and practiced over the last fifty years 
assessing the impact on those places subjected to development policy and planning in the ‘Global South’.  We 
will discuss the dominant themes, assumptions and practices of development and highlight the limits of the 
‘development project’. We will pay particular attention to the economic, geo-political and cultural relationships 
between places and the geographic imaginations that inform development thinking.  Throughout the semester 
we will utilize a case study approach to understand the localized and often overlapping geographies of 
development, conflict, and aid. Our overall objective is to rethink the meaning of development in a context of 
increased global interdependency and increased global inequality. 
 
Course Objectives 

 To learn the dominant approaches to development  
 To understand the complex links between international development, conflict, and aid  
 To examine the links between international development and activities playing out at the local, national, 

and international scale  
 To evaluate the outcomes of development policies and practices  
 development aid and alternative geographies of development  
 To identify and analyze reactions to traditional development approaches, including resistance to  
 To understand and explain global inequalities 
 To identify the multiple forces that constrain development possibilities and opportunities in various 

locations 
 To develop the critical thinking and writing skills necessary to both understand and articulate the 

relevance of a spatial/geographic understanding of development in our globalized world  
 
Readings 

As we progress through the course, we will make extensive use of outside readings from scholarly journals, 
handouts, pdfs, and websites.  These readings will be posted on D2L so it is imperative that you check D2L and 
your UWO email daily throughout the semester.  In addition to posting on D2L, I will also provide hard-copies of 
articles in the Human Geography Research Room (Sage 4439).  These copies can be “signed-out” for 2 hour 
intervals (you are also welcome to make use of the Human Geography Research Room & read from there).   
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Grading & Requirements 

The course will be divided into two sections.  The first section is designed to cover a range of issues pertaining to 
the history, theory, and practice of development in a variety of geographic settings.  Reading assignments will be 
supplemented by a number of videos, lectures, and discussions.  The second section of the course will 
encompass sessions run in a seminar format with heavier reading, writing, and in-class participation 
requirements.   
 
Grades will be determined by the following components and according to the following scale: 

Active Participation   25 points  
 Journal Discussion Facilitation  15 points  

Reading Reflections  20 points  
Wiki Project   10 points 
Research Paper   30 points  

   
 
 
 
 

Plan Ahead: 
There will be NO extra credit opportunities in this class 

 
 
Deadlines are a part of life and in this class they will be enforced.  Late assignments will be accepted only under 
rare circumstances and with prior approval (prior to the class time on the day it is due).   
 
Active Participation  

You are responsible for critically reading all assigned material and coming prepared to discuss them in class.   
 
You are expected to be present for each scheduled class session.  This course is heavily focused on classroom 
discussions and participation (more than half of your grade).  Therefore, it is imperative that you maintain a solid 
attendance record.  There are no excused absences unless you present a written statement explaining the 
circumstances leading up to your absence. In all cases, excused or otherwise, you are responsible for completing 
missed work.  
 
Please note that active participation is more than simply a matter of attendance.  Your active participation grade 
in the course will be measured by a variety of indicators/activities, including attendance, engagement with the 
material, constructive dialogue, and critical analysis of material.   
 
Classroom Discussions 

A considerable portion of our time will be spent involved in various 
types of classroom discussions and activities.   During such 
discussions, diversity of opinions is an asset.  However, you must 
remain respectful at all times towards your fellow students and the 

instructor.  Remember: be critical of ideas not people.  
 
 
 
 
 

Percentage Final Grade 

98% A 

90%  A- 

80% B 

70% C 

60% D 

<60% F 



Academic Honesty  

Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. Cheating includes, but is not limited to, offering someone else’s ideas, 
work or writing as your own, falsifying information, and copying from another person.  I do not give second 
chances.  If you cheat, you get a zero.  If you think it might be cheating, it is.  If you have questions or concerns 
about how to properly cite and document your sources, please arrange to meet with me for clarification.  
Written assignments will be submitted electronically and subject to plagiarism review.  
 
UWO is committed to a standard of academic integrity for all students. The system guidelines state: “Students 
are responsible for the honest completion and representation of their work, for the appropriate citation of 
sources, and for respect of others’ academic endeavors.” Students are subject to disciplinary action of academic 
misconduct which is defined in the UWS 14.03 Wisconsin Administrative code. Students are encouraged to 
review the code (located here: http://www.uwosh.edu/deanofstudents/university-polices-
procedures/documents/ChapterUWS14.pdf) in order to understand your rights and responsibilities. 
 
Students with Special Accommodations 

Accommodations will be made for students with disabilities.  Please contact Disability Services (424.3100 [voice] 
or 424.1319 [TTY]).  You can visit their web site (http://www.uwosh.edu/deanofstudents/disability-
services/student-resources) for UWO’s accommodation request form and documentation requirements. 
Information related to an individual’s accommodation request will be kept confidential.  
 
Oshkosh Scholar  

I highly encourage each of you to consider submitting your final research paper to Oshkosh Scholar, the 
undergraduate research journal at UW Oshkosh. If you think you might be interested, please stop by my office 
early in the semester so that we can develop your paper accordingly.  Details about submission can be found at 
http://www.uwosh.edu/oshkoshscholar  or you can email ugjournal@uwosh.edu for more information.  
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