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1.  Why did you choose to be an environmental studies major? 

 I chose to be an environmental studies major because the topic interested me.  I have 

always been fascinated by the natural world.  When I first declared my major I knew little about 

it, except that it dealt with the environment.  As my undergraduate career developed, I grew to 

love environmental studies and the department.  I look at this major as a community all working 

towards one goal.  Personally, this major informed me about the value of nature and the 

importance of sustainability.  It taught me a different way of thinking, and offered alternative 

ways to practice sustainability.  At first I chose this major because it interested me, but today this 

major holds great importance in my heart.  I hope to take the information learned from my 

environmental studies major and integrate it into a profession, as well as my future.  

 

2.  Do you believe the program has helped you cultivate an ecological conscience and an ethic of 

sustainability?  If so, how and how much? 

   I definitely believe the program has helped me cultivate an ecological conscience in a 

big way.  This program has opened my eyes to the importance of the environment.  My 

ecological conscience tells me that the protection of the environment is essential to life.  I 

integrate my ecological conscience into any decisions or plans I make.  I feel that many people 

lack this ecological conscience, and continue to consume natural resources at a drastic rate.  This 

program has also helped me to cultivate an ethic of sustainability.  Throughout this program the 

practice of sustainability has been pushed and stressed.  The ethic of sustainability has influenced 

my philosophy greatly.  I enjoy sharing information about sustainability with others.  I practice 

sustainability in my everyday life, and encourage others to do so too.   

 

3.  Have you been involved in any forms of advocacy, activism, or other forms of environmental 

and/or social engagement?  If so, what kinds and how much? If not, why not?  

 I have not been directly involved in any forms of advocacy, activism, or other forms of 

environmental and/or social engagement.  While I have gone to a few Earth Week events, I feel 

that I have had little time to participate in social engagement regarding the environment.  While I 

would love to be involved, I find myself loaded with homework or a job.  I hope to become more 

involved next semester.  I think being engaged is an important part of supporting the 

environment, and necessary is to inform others. 

 

4.  What values and goals motivated that engagement? 

 While I have yet to fully participate in environmental engagement, I do have goals and 

values that motivate me.  Mainly my values and goals regarding the environment motivate me.  I 

value the environment and think others should recognize those value too.  This motivates me to 



get involved in spreading the word.  My overall goal, to influence others of the importance of the 

natural world, can be reached through my participation in social engagement.   

 

5.  Has the ES program encouraged such engagement?  Has it provided opportunities for 

engagement?  Has it provided information about possibilities for engagement elsewhere (e.g., off 

campus)? 

 The ES program has always encouraged and provided opportunities for engagement.  I 

have received numerous e-mails regarding information for engagement on campus and 

elsewhere.  Not only does the ES program send opportunities it lists ES events on their website.  

Anyone who would want to get involved could do so through the programs website.  While they 

don’t require engagement, they do encourage others to become involved.  I think it would be 

beneficial to require some engagement in this major.  Since the environment offers so many 

possibilities to get involved, students would have many different options to participate. 

 

6.  Has the program helped your environmental engagement be more thoughtful and effective?  If 

so, in what ways and how much? 

 This program has helped my environmental engagement become more thoughtful and 

effective.  Projects I have done in this program have opened my eyes to becoming more 

sustainable in the home.  I have replaced light bulbs with energy efficient light bulbs, and my 

parents recently purchased an energy efficient car.  By offering numerous internships and 

volunteer programs, I have been able to practice more effective environmental engagement.  I am 

much more thoughtful when it comes to the environment.  I realize that recycling is a simple and 

easy way to engage environmentally.  This program teaches its students the importance of being 

thoughtful and effective in their community. 

 

7.  Do you believe that the program as a whole models an ethic of sustainability and 

environmental engagement?  If so, in what ways and how much? 

 As I mentioned before, the program acts as a community.  This program, as a whole, 

models an ethic of sustainability and environmental engagement.  Each class stresses the 

importance of sustainability, and the concept is often tied into the class in various ways.  I am in 

my senior seminar and the whole class is centered, to a degree, on the ethic of sustainability.  It is 

obvious how important sustainability is to the program, and how important it is to pass on to 

their students.  The program also models environmental engagement.  As I mentioned before the 

program offers numerous ways to get involved.  They send out e-mails every week with lists of 

events.  These e-mails are very helpful, for someone like me who is constantly busy.   

 

8.  Has the program displayed openness to multiple viewpoints and critical thinking while at the 

same time been advocacy orientated? 

 I have always found that the program was extremely open to multiple viewpoints.  I have 

never personally witnessed anyone’s viewpoint being turned down.  While I think there has 



always been underlining advocacy, this advocacy has always been associated with the 

importance of the environment.  I think it’s important that the program is open to multiple 

viewpoints, but it’s also important for the program to have its own stance on issues.  Critical 

thinking has always been displayed in the environmental studies program.  It is extremely 

important to think critically.  Throughout the program, I have learned the importance of critical 

thinking when reading articles, peer-reviewing papers, and writing my own papers.  Critical 

thinking is an important part to the environmental studies program, as well as every other 

program in college.   

 

9.  Has the program inappropriately attempted to impose a political agenda on students? If so, in 

what ways and how much? 

 I don’t believe the program has ever attempted to impose a political agenda.  Personally I 

have never felt the program, in general, has been inappropriate.  Like I mentioned before, the 

program has always been open to multiple viewpoints and this includes a person’s political 

opinion.   

 

10.  In what ways do you think the ES program could be more effective in cultivating an 

ecological conscience and active engagement in our students? 

 I believe the ES program could be more effective in cultivating an ecological conscience 

by requiring active engagement in their students.  While requiring engagement is often difficult, 

due to people’s schedules, it might help shape a person’s ecological conscience.  I realize that 

student’s should participate in engagement on their own, but often times students are shy and fail 

to do so.  Students could engage in an environmental event with their class, if possible during 

class time.  However in general, I do believe the ES program does a good job in cultivating an 

ecological conscience.   

 

11.  We are considering adding a requirement that all majors demonstrate environmental 

engagement in some form appropriate to their personal situation and values.  This would not 

merely attend an event but rather would require taking an active participation or leadership in 

some form of environmental citizenship.  (See some possible examples below.)  Do you think this 

would be appropriate, keeping in mind not only differing views and interests in our students but 

also demanding obligations beyond being a student? 

 I think this would be a great idea.  I love that engagement in the environment would be 

implicated into all majors.  This would be a great way for all students to understand the 

importance of the environment.  I also think it’s a way for students to perform leadership and 

citizenship, two qualities important for most occupations.  I think this idea would be appropriate, 

but I think it will require a lot of work within the different departments.  It will be interesting to 

see how this all works out, but I am all for the demanding obligations beyond being a student!   

 

  


