
SENIOR SEMINAR REFLECTIONS ON CAREERS & QUALIFICATIONS 

 

Name Margaret Ginke______                                                                                Date November 8, 2011 

Majors Environmental Studies______ 

Minors Sociology____ 

Expected graduation date June 1, 2012 

 

1.  What FIELD(S) in environmental studies do you see yourself a part of? (See the accompanying sheet.)  If 

you see yourself as part of a different field, describe what that is.   

-  Conservation Biology/Field Ecology 

-  Environmental Chemist/ Toxicologist 

-  Land Use Planning 

-  Natural Resource Management 

 

2.  What CAREER possibilities are you considering? 

Some possible ideas: 

- Habitat restoration specialist  

- Environmental scientist  

- Environmental Toxicologist  

- Agriculture land use planner  

 

3.  Are you considering GRADUATE STUDY?  If so. What kind?  If so, when? 

 I was always open to attending graduate school, but I have not looked into it.  It seems like it might be a 

good idea considering the jobs I am looking into.  If I were to attend graduate school, it would be right after 

graduation if possible.  I know of a few graduate programs for environmental studies.  I think it would take 

a lot of research to find the right one, and I would have to take into account the price to attend.   

 

4.  What KNOWLEDGE do you think you need for the career/graduate school? 

 Indicate which ones you think you have acquired. 

 Indicate where you acquired them: Classes? Internships? Jobs? Volunteering? 

- For a lot of the careers I am considering they require minors in different areas.  Some of the areas 

include biology, sustainable management, chemistry, urban studies, etc.  I have not acquired 

minors in any of these areas, which I think will be necessary for the types of careers I am 

considering.  However, I have taken classes based off these areas.  For example, I have taken: 

environment communities and values, geology, chemistry, biology, ecology, environmental 

issues, environmental science and problem solving, etc.  I think these courses, I have acquired 

through UWO classes, will be essential for a career in environmental studies.  While I am not 

certain about this, I have heard that graduate school requires numerous science/lab classes.  If this 

is true, it will be necessary to acquire those classes before applying for graduate school.   

 

5.  What SKILLS do you think you need? 

 Indicate which ones you think you have acquired. 

 Indicate where you acquired them: Classes? Internships? Jobs? Volunteering? 

- Each field I am interested in requires many different skills.  Conservation biology/field ecology 

requires field ecology analysis, plant and animal identification, water monitoring, measurement of 

biodiversity, etc.  I have acquired some of these skills through my ecology class at Ripon College.  

In this class we spent many hours out in the field doing analysis.  I acquired a lot of experience in 



the prairie, gathering and analyzing data.  We also spent time doing different plant identifications, 

and looked at soil quality.  This is an essential skill for the environmental chemist/toxicologist 

field.  Some other skills include writing, communication, and critical thinking.  My current job, as 

a math tutor, has helped me acquire these skills.  Tutoring allows me to communicate effectively 

with others, teach, and practice critical thinking.  I have also acquired writing and communication 

skills through classes.  Speech, advanced composition in social science, and college english have 

helped me develop those skills.  I think I will develop more skills through volunteering and 

participating in an internship.   

 

6.  What EPERIENCE do you think you need? 

 Indicate which ones you think you have acquired. 

 Indicate where you acquired them: Classes? Internships? Jobs? Volunteering? 

- Experience will play an essential role in the career I choose.  I think experience in the 

environment is essential for any job in environmental studies.  One can develop experience 

through internships.  I would love to participate in an internship, but I am not sure where to get 

started.  I have been looking at different internship opportunities, and I plan on applying to them 

soon.  Ideally, I would like to internship somewhere during spring semester or this summer.  I 

have acquired some experience through volunteering.  I recently volunteered at the animal shelter 

dog walk fundraiser.  This taught me some experience in fundraising, and working together in a 

group all for a good cause.  I realize that I will need more experience for the careers I am looking 

at.  I hope to develop more experience through an internship.   

 

7.  What PERSONAL QUALITIES do you think you need? 

 Indicate which ones you think you have acquired. 

 Indicate where you acquired them: Classes? Internships? Jobs? Volunteering? 

- I have acquired many personal qualities while attending UWO.  I am hardworking, honest, 

independent, and outgoing.  I have developed a lot of these qualities through jobs and my classes.  

Many of my classes have taught me how to practice successful time management.  When I am 

given a task I am able to complete it in the respectable amount of time.  I thrive to be the best that 

I can be, and I won’t turn in an assignment unless it’s done to the best of my abilities.  Working at 

Lawrence University and as a tutor here at UWO has also helped me acquire numerous skills.  I 

am able to work independently or in a group.  I love helping people, and explaining different 

solutions for a problem.  I engage in critical thinking, and apply it to every aspect of my life.  I 

believe I will acquire more personal qualities once I participate in an internship, and volunteer 

more.   

 

8.  For the qualifications you do not yet have, do you know how and where you might acquire them? 

 I plan on acquiring the qualifications; I do not yet have, in the near future.  I hope to acquire them 

by applying myself and volunteering.  Through the Environmental Studies Program, I am able to 

see all the upcoming opportunities.  This program offers jobs, internships, and volunteer options.  

I am not yet sure how I will acquire a different minor, if necessary.  I realize it will take more 

schooling, and more money.  I need to look at all of my options for the future.  These questions 

have helped me narrow down my career choice, and review the changes I may need to make.   

 

 


