
ES 490: Senior Seminar in Environmental Studies 
Details of the Final Draft of the Thesis 

 
Your research project is a formal senior thesis, a culmination of your work in environmental studies, and 
thus should have the highest standards in terms of  

• sophisticated research 
• critical thinking 
• new insights 
• a well-supported articulation of your position on the issue 
• clear and vigorous prose 
• good sentence and paragraph structure 
• clear focus throughout on key issues and a thesis 
• efficient and effective organization 
• proper spelling and lack of typos 
• proper citation in the text and in the bibliography  

 
Formalities 
The paper should be 

• in Times New Roman font 
• 11 point font (12 is OK, but I can read 11 and that could save paper) 

o for the first draft it can be 10 point 
• double spaced 

o for the first draft it can be 1.5 line spacing 
• one inch margins on sides (note that Word automatically sets side margins at 1.25,” which wastes 

papers – change it to 1.0”)  
• 0.5” margins top and bottom (one inch OK, but this might save a page) 
• page numbers at top or bottom (don’t forget these) 
• separate title page, with  

o informative and interesting title (subtitles are often effective) 
o your name 
o “Environmental Studies 490: Senior Seminar” 
o “Instructor: David Barnhill” 
o date, with month spelled out (e.g., May 1, 2008) 

• if you have footnotes or endnotes in addition to in-text citations, you can make the font 10 instead 
of 11. 

• works cited (this should include all of the sources you read, not just those that are cited in the 
paper); at the beginning, specify the citation format you are using. This bibliography should be 
organized in terms of type of source (as in the midterm summary). 

• separate annotated bibliography of particularly important texts (if you are quoting an abstract, 
indicate the source) 

• The thesis should be at least 7,500 words (excluding bibliographies and title page). That’s around 
25 pages in 12 font. 

 
The final package – submitted as an email attachment or in D2L dropbox - should include (in this order) 

1. Title page 
2. Abstract of the completed paper: all key points in a paragraph (not the research abstract). 
3. Final draft 
4. Works cited, organized by type of source (as in the midterm summary). 
5. Bibliography of other sources found but not cited, organized by type of source (as in the midterm 

summary). 
6. Annotated bibliography of key sources. 
7. List of your bases in doing your study. 
8. Peer-editing evaluation: quality and quantity of written and spoken comments. 


