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I. Topic: Effectiveness of sustainable development approach to environmental problems. 

 

II. Issues:  

The notion of sustainable development 

1. What is the definition of sustainable development? 

2. Should the term sustainable development be redefined or defined more specifically? 

3. When did the concept of sustainable development emerged? 

4. What caused the development of this concept? 

5. Is the concept of sustainable development backed by science? 

Strengths and weaknesses 

6. Is sustainable development approach an effective method to reduce environmental degradation? 

7. What are the main strengths of the sustainable approach to the environmental problems? 

8. What are the main weaknesses of the sustainable development concept? 

Social and political aspects 

9. Is sustainable development compatible with human wellbeing? 

10. What is the role of governments in applying sustainable development approach? 

11. Why should this concept concern businesses? 

12. Should sustainable development be a part of modern business ethics? 

International implementation 

13. How is this concept supposed to be implemented on the international, national and local levels? 

14. Is sustainable development approach to environmental problems suitable for developing countries or 

is it an entirely Western concept? 

15. What are some of the concerns the developing countries have with the sustainable development 

approach? 

16. Does this concept further widen the gap between developed and developing countries? 

17. How can governments and businesses be motivated to implement sustainable development 

approach? 

 

III. New research done since last update: 

Barnett, M. (December, 2004). Are Globalization and Sustainable Development Comparable? [Electronic 

version]. Organization and Environment, 17, 4, 523-563. 

http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=hch&an=15252312  

 
Daly, H. and Townsend, K. (1993). Valuing the Earth: Economics, Ecology, Ethics. Retrieved February 14, 

2005 at http://dieoff.org/page37.htm  

 

La Vina, A. (Winter-Spring 2003). The Outcomes of Johannesburg: Assessing the World Summit on 

Sustainable Development. [Electronic version]. Global Environmental Politics, 23, 1, 53-70. 

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/sais_review/v023/23.1la_vina.pdf  

 
Leslie, M.(2004). Sustain the Earth. [Electronic version]. Science, 306, 5696, 585-587. 

http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=hch&an=14884207  

 

Progress with sustainable development programs in Switzerland. (2003). Retrieved February 14, 2005 from 

http://www.are.admin.ch/imperia/md/content/are/nachhaltigeentwicklung/la21/4.pdf  

 

Sarvodaya. (1997). The Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement of Sri Lanka. Retrieved February 14, 2005 from 

http://phoenix.akasha.de/~sarvdaya/pamphlet1/needed.html 

 

Sarvodaya. Retrieved February 14, 2005 from http://www.sarvodaya.org/  
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Sustainable development. (2005) ARE- the coordination platform for sustainable development. Retrieved 

February 15, 2005 from http://www.are.admin.ch/are/en/nachhaltig/are/index.html  

 

The Brundtland City Energy Network. Retrieved February 14, 2005 from 

http://www.brundtlandnet.com/brundtlandreport.htm  

 

World Business Council for Sustainable Development. Regional perspectives on 'Sustainable Livelihoods 

and Business'. Retrieved February 15, 2005 from http://www.wbcsd.org/web/publications/sl-regional-

dialogues_080205.pdf  

  

IV. Some of the most important information gathered since last update: 

 Various views on possibility of sustainable development; 

 Failures of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, 2002; 

 Implementation of sustainable development on the local levels: Sri Lanka case; 

 Regional perspectives on sustainable business practices: Latin America, Africa, Asia. Importance of 

taking cultural and social aspects of doing business with the poor and creating sustainable 

livelihoods; 

 Switzerland successful practicing of implementation of sustainable development; 

 Practical implementation of the principle of sustainable development: European City Energy 

Network. 

 

V. The most important readings since last update:  

Daly, H. and Townsend, K. - Valuing the Earth: Economics, Ecology, Ethics. 

These two authors believe that sustainable development is impossible. They address such issues as poverty, 

limits to growth, renewable and nonrenewable resources. The authors suggest that the term “sustainable 

growth” can’t be applied to economic growth as it is exactly the opposite of what t an economy is aimed at. 

This information is very useful for this research as it represents those who oppose to the idea of sustainable 

development.  

 

La Vina, A. - The Outcomes of Johannesburg: Assessing the World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

This article examines the conclusions of the World Summit on Sustainable Development that was held in 

Johannesburg, South Africa in 2002. The Summit was successful in achieving some of its goals, such as 

setting a time-bound sanitation target and recognizing the rights of communities in natural resource 

management. However, there were a number of problems that were not fully addressed such as climate 

change and reform global environmental governance. The article suggests that the division among 

governments and civil society has to be eliminated before common solutions can be found.   

 

Barnett, M.- Are Globalization and Sustainable Development Comparable? 

This article analyses two environmental books "Walking the Talk: The Business Case for Sustainable 

Development," by Chad Holliday, Stephan Schmidheiny and Philip Watts and "Alternatives to Economic 

Globalization: A Better World Is Possible," by John Cavanagh, Jerry Mander, Sarah Anderson, Andrew 

Kimbrell, Debi Barker and David Korten in great detail. Both books call for decreased economic and 

ecological gap however suggest different ways of achieving this. In many aspects the two books contradict 

each other. A useful source for comparison of different views on how sustainable practices should be 

implemented.  

 

VI. Problems: there is a lot of information for this topic. Main challenge so far is to narrow it down and 

focus on just a couple of issues within the topic.  

 

VII. Plans for Next Week: I am going to find more information on the topic, analyze it and attempt to 

narrow this topic to the main issues I want to discuss.  

 

http://www.are.admin.ch/are/en/nachhaltig/are/index.html
http://www.brundtlandnet.com/brundtlandreport.htm
http://www.wbcsd.org/web/publications/sl-regional-dialogues_080205.pdf
http://www.wbcsd.org/web/publications/sl-regional-dialogues_080205.pdf

