
ES 490: Senior Seminar in Environmental Studies 

Questions to Ask of Your Research Project 
 

RESEARCH PAPER.  

Does the paper use a large number of sources? 

Does the paper use a wide variety of sources: scholarly books, peer-reviewed journals, newspapers, 

government sources, scientific websites, advocacy groups, business groups, “anti-environmental” 

groups? 

Does the paper show critical evaluation of these sources? 

Does the paper provide an annotated bibliography (with abstracts) of major sources, in addition to a full 

list of works cited? 

 

ANALYSIS & PROBING 
Does the paper go beyond a report of information to analyze information, policies, and philosophies?  

Is the paper animated by complex issues? 

Does the paper consider conflicting views, political obstacles, problematic consequences, scientific 

uncertainties, etc.? 

Does the paper probe deeply into issues, generating new insight? 

 

INTEGRATION OF THE THREE MAJOR DIVISIONS OF KNOWLEDGE (natural sciences, social sciences, and 

humanities). 

Is scientific knowledge used extensively and appropriately?  

Is the science explained clearly?   

Are various social science dimensions considered: politics, economics, sociology? 

Are social facts presented and analyzed? 

Are social policies critically analyzed, including what they are based on and the social and 

environmental impacts of those policies? 

Are ethical issues analyzed? 

Is the social philosophy that supports different policies critically analyzed? 

Is the environmental philosophy supports different policies critically analyzed? 

Are aesthetic issues analyzed, if appropriate? 

Are key terms such as anthropocentrism or holism used, if appropriate? Are important schools such as 

deep ecology or animal rights applied, if appropriate? Are major thinkers referred to, if appropriate? 

 

TAKING A STAND  
Does the author take a stand on the issues? Is it clear to the reader what that stand is? 

Does the paper support and illustrate that stand, using evidence, argument, and authority? 

 

SHOWING THE PRACTICAL, APPLIED DIMENSION 
Does the paper show how the problem or dilemma can be responded to by policy and/or personal 

engagement? 

 

TECHNICALITIES 
Is the length of the paper appropriate (approximately twenty to twenty-five pages excluding 

bibliography and other addenda).  

Does the paper provide an annotated bibliography (with abstracts) of major sources, in addition to a full 

list of works cited? 

Is the paper well written, with clear, vigorous prose, good sentence structure, paragraph construction, 

logical flow, unity? 

Is the paper squeaky-clean in terms of typos, grammar, citations, and bibliography? 


