
EXAMPLE OF A PREWRITING 

 

TOPIC: Journey in selected SF novels by Ursula Le Guin 

 

ISSUES: 

Fundamental issue: How is journey used in Le Guin’s novels? 

Specific issues: 

PHYSICAL JOURNEYS 

What are the physical journeys that take place in the novels? 

What is accomplished by the journeys? What is left unaccomplished, or what failures are? 

What is their significance in the narrative structures of the novels? 

In what ways does Le Guin go beyond conventional journey and make the journeys complex? 

 How have scholars interpreted the physical journeys and how have they responded to these 

issues? 

 

PSYCHOLOGICAL JOURNEYS OF THE CHARACTERS 

In what ways are physical journeys the context for psychological and spiritual development in the 

characters? What is the development that occurs? 

In what ways are the physical journeys symbolic of psychological and spiritual development?  

Does a social group or society undergo a journey of transformation? 

 How have scholars interpreted the psychological journeys and how have they responded to 

these issues? 

 

JOURNEY AS SUBJECT AND THEME 

What are the different notions of the journey in each novel? 

What complexities are involved – paradoxes, tensions, seeming contradictions?  

Do the notions of the journey change or develop over time in her novels?  

How is the notion of the journey related to other major themes, such as anarchism, center, change, 

home, the present moment, return, and utopia? 

 How have scholars interpreted the notion of journey its relationship to other themes?? 

 

READERLY JOURNEY 

In what way can we say that the reader undergoes a journey in reading Le Guin’s novels? 

How does that reading, and those journeys, impact the reader’s engagement in the real world? 

 How have scholars interpreted the reading experience of the novels? 

 

POSSIBLE STRUCTURE 

Introduction:  

 The importance of the journey in Le Guin’s novels and the four aspects of “journey” 

 Difficulties, complexities, and issues in interpreting the journey in her novels 

Physical journey in the novels 

Psychological journey of the characters in the novels 

Journey as subject in the novels 

Readerly journey 

Conclusion:  

 Review of the initial complexities and issues raised 

 Review of the multifaceted significance of journey in her novels 

 Other issues that this study raises 

 

CONCERNS 
I may be raising more issues than I can deal with in depth. 

There may be views of the journey in other works that I’m not considering but that might give insight 

into the ones I am. 


