
 

February Birthdays 
Note: If you would like to have your birthday included in 
this newsletter, please notify your supervisor.  Of course, 
age is never mentioned! 
 
Vickie Bernarde  February 14th 
Randy Brockman  February 21st  

Bruce Gurske   February 22nd 

 

Upcoming Events 
Begin Spring Term  February 1st 

Groundhog Day  February 2nd 
Valentine’s Day  February 14th  

Presidents’ Day  February 15th 
Mardi Gras   February 16th 

Washington’s Birthday February 22nd 
 

Caught You Working!   
Shown below is a picture of student worker Jeremy 
Novotny in the process of installing storage shelving 
over at the Third Street Facility.  With the help of Kay 
Eslinger and several other members of the Grounds 
Crew, we are finally getting the unheated storage facility 
organized. Many thanks to all who worked hard to get 
this done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quote of the Month:  
“Success is never found. Failure is never fatal. Courage 
is the only thing.” 
   Winston Churchill 

 
    By Evan Schwalbe 

Fire extinguisher safety tips  
Most fires can be put out quickly in 
their early stages with the proper 
fire extinguisher and properly 
trained personnel. The requirements 
for portable fire extinguishers in 
general industry are governed by 
OSHA regulation 29 CFR 
1910.157. Highlights of the OSHA 
regulation include: 
 

�  Fire extinguishers must be located and marked to be 
easily seen, and the area around the extinguisher must 
be kept clear. 

�  Gauges should be checked for readings to insure the 
unit is functional. Pressurized units are considered as 
'unfired pressure vessels' and require periodic static 
pressure tests in accordance with NFPA codes. 

�  Fire extinguishers must be visually inspected 
monthly, and tagging or marking of inspection dates 
is essential. 

�  Employers shall provide a fire extinguisher use 
training program. This training program should be 
completed during the initial hiring and annually 
thereafter. 

�  Water type extinguishers must never be used on 
electrical or metal fires. Water fire extinguishers 
without anti-freeze solution should be stored in 
temperature conditions above 30°F to avoid freezing. 

�  Operating temperature range for dry chemical 
extinguishers, –65°F to 125°F and –40°F to 120°F for 
CO2. 

�  Fire extinguishers must be labeled with the class of 
fire to be used with. 

 
More questions arise over fire how to tell what sorts of 
fires a given fire extinguisher can handle than any other 
area. We will discuss those questions and more when we 
begin training in March. 
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Did you Know? 
Our electricians are in the process of installing 
emergency information displays throughout the campus.  
These units operate as digital clocks during normal 
operations but are designed to quickly display 
emergency information when, and if, necessary.  The 
units are tied to speakers so that both audio and visual 
information can be provided to the public. Units are 
scattered in multiple locations throughout every building 
to ensure thorough coverage.  In fact, every single 
classroom on campus is now equipped with one of these 
devices.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Employee Matters 
Shown below is a picture of Melissa Kehler, an LTE 
filling in for Pat Bernhardt, who is out on extended sick 
leave.  If she looks familiar, it is because Melissa is a 
former UW Oshkosh student who has worked part time 
on the Grounds Crew.  Let’s all give Melissa a warm 
welcome!  At the same time, let’s all wish Pat a speedy 
recovery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Melissa Kehler 
 

Other employee news: Mark Streufert  is back from an 
extended sick leave.  Mark returned to work on January 
27th.  Let’s all welcome him back! 
 

Construction Update 
The following projects are currently out to bid: 
 

A. Arts and Comm/Clow Exterior Envelope Maint. 
($1.78 Million) Work involves the replacement of 
windows at the Clow Classroom building and exterior 
repairs to the Arts and Communications building.  Bid 
opening February 24, 2010. 

B) Albee Pool Repair 
This project involves renovations to the Albee Hall 
swimming pool.  Work will include the replacement of 
the ceiling, lights, a new pool valve and painting. Bid 
opening February 16, 2010 
 

RecycleMania 2010  
Recyclemania, a national 
campus recycling competition, 
begins on Monday February 1st.  
This ten week long event is 
designed to be a fun way to 
promote campus recycling.  We are registered in the 
Whole Campus Division, Per Capita Classic event, 
which means that we are reporting weekly weights of 
recycled paper, cardboard, cans and bottles from the 
entire campus.  The following campuses in Wisconsin 
are in this year’s competition: 
 

2010 RecycleMania Participants: 
 

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire 
University of Wisconsin- Fox Valley 
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse  
University of Wisconsin-Madison  
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh  
University of Wisconsin-Platteville  
University of Wisconsin-River Falls  
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point  
University of Wisconsin-Stout 

 

Expect to see an update on our status in the competition 
next month.  We have been very competitive in the past 
– let’s hope we can do well again this year! 
 

Recycling Facts 
Since 2000, we have increased our recycling rate, as a 
percentage of total refuse, from 13% to over 42%! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


